“As urbanization continues, communities should
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plan for and develop park systems as an integral part

Facilities &
Open Space

of the urban fabric.”
– American Society of Landscape Architects

Section Introduction
This report section describes the design team’s observations,
documentation, classification and analysis of LMT-owned parks, open
spaces and recreation facilities, as well as known non-Township owned
recreation facilities and open spaces within the Township.
We also look at LMT’s facilities compared with other municipalities and
the region as a whole. We want to know if they meet current and
anticipate future needs.
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GREENWAY NETWORK
Multi-use trails
are used by
local and
regional
residents
throughout the
year.

INTRODUCTION
Through the use of the most current public realm
geographical information systems (GIS) data, the project
team identified public and privately owned recreation and
open space parcels in the Township. Township-owned
parcels were classified as parks and/or open space in
accordance with NRPA classifications (as modified
slightly to accommodate features unique to LMT).

TOWNSHIP GREENWAY

Open space
along Spring
Creek Road
adds to the
aesthetic
character of the
Township. The
Greenway Trail
will be routed
through this
area.
Creamery Park
is just one of
many Township
parks that were
incorporated
into the
Greenway.
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The LMT Greenway Plan was adopted by the Board of
Commissioners in November 2012. The Plan envisions a
Township-wide conservation and recreation greenway,
which will follow the Swabia and Little Lehigh Creeks and,
when completed, will include over 40 miles of primary,
secondary, and tertiary trails. As defined in the 2012
Plan, the Greenway includes the 500-year floodplain, 150
-foot riparian buffer zone and any Township-owned or
controlled land that adjoins these areas. Numerous
existing Township parks and open spaces were
incorporated into the Greenway. The Greenway will have
environmental, recreational, and health benefits while
acting as a linear park traversing the Township.
LMT has been restricting development of lands within the
500-year floodplain since 1998. This restriction has
provided a significant amount of land available for public
use. The Greenway will provide additional opportunities
to protect and restore critical natural areas and riparian
buffers. See Section 3.9 for discussion of riparian buffer
protection.

The multi-use trail system will accommodate healthy
lifestyle activities such as walking, jogging, hiking,
bicycling, and rollerblading. The Greenway will also
create opportunities for passive pursuits (e.g. bird
watching, creek exploration, nature walks; enjoyment of
spring and fall scenery and, observing animals in their
natural habitat). Additional potential activities include
fishing, kayaking, cross-country skiing, equestrian use,
and picnicking.
In addition to providing opportunities for active and
passive recreation, the Greenway will connect many of
the parks in the Township, thus providing safe pedestrian
connectivity to numerous facilities, some of which include
Camp Olympic, Creamery, Hills at Lockridge, Spring
Ridge Crossing, and Winding Brook Lower Parks, and the
Township’s Municipal Campus. Refer to the adjacent
map for full delineation of the Greenway and trail system.

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
The implementation strategy for the Township’s
Greenway is laid out in Section 8 of the LMT Greenway
Plan. Highest priority was given to trail segments that are
expected to have the heaviest use, serve the most
residents, and be met with the least resistance. These
segments will have logical end points that allow for easy
public access. The intent of prioritization is to provide a
logical implementation sequence for the Greenway Plan;
one that is likely to gain momentum as residents use the
trail system. Refer to the LMT Greenway Plan for further
details on the implementation strategy.
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COMMUNITY PARKS
Aside from the
Greenway,
community
parks are the
largest parks in
the Township.

Pictured here:
Creamery Park
Active
recreation
facilities are
often found at
Community
Parks.

Pictured here:
Camp Olympic
A typical picnic
pavilion found
in many of the
Township’s
community
parks.

Pictured here:
East Texas
Park
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DEFINITION
Community parks, by virtue of their size and the nature of
their amenities, are very heavily used. They serve a large
area (typically a radius of two miles or more) of the
Township and a large number of residents. The National
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) defines
community parks as having a desirable size of twenty-five
acres or more1, although, they may be smaller. They may
include areas suited for intense recreation facilities such
as athletic complexes and large swimming pools.2 They
are easily accessible to nearby neighborhoods and other
neighborhoods, and, due to the number and types of
recreational facilities, typically require more intensive
maintenance than neighborhood parks.

pages correlate with the project team’s site visits during
late summer and fall of 2012.

TOWNSHIP TRENDS
LMT boasts nine community parks. Geographically, they
are reasonably evenly distributed throughout the
Township, however many residents have to drive to
access and attend organized athletic events in these
parks, and, in some cases, this may overwhelm parking
lots and restroom facilities. LMT's community parks
range in size from the just under 7-acre Wescosville Park
to the 100-acre Camp Olympic and provide a variety of
recreation facilities and programs. All offer restrooms, off
-street parking, multiple athletic fields and a variety of
family amenities. All of the Township's community parks,
with the exception of the municipal campus have picnic
pavilions with electricity, and all but Creamery Park and
Wescosville Park include basketball courts.

NOTES
1

Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines,
National Recreation and Park Association, 1983.
2
Ibid.

The observations and recommendations on the following
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Opportunity for further
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AMENITIES

CAMP OLYMPIC PARK
Players take a
break as play
continues in the
background for
this Team X
NFL Flag
Football game.

Picnic Pavilion (2)
Restrooms
Basketball Courts (3)
Baseball/Softball Fields (2)
Multi-purpose Field
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables

LOCATION
Fishing
Community Gardens
Natural Areas
Parking Lot

3120 S. Cedar Crest
Blvd.,
Emmaus, PA 18049
100.08 Acres
Map Number:
Map Location:

143/144
D5

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

This large
picnic pavilion
and its twin
across the

PHOTO

Creek provide
great
opportunities
for large group
gatherings.

Some open
parking spaces
exist here
however,
consideration

PHOTO

should be given
for additional
parking.

Camp Olympic Park is a recent addition to the LMT park
system. From 1960 to 2007, Camp Olympic (the former
Hess-Lehigh farm) offered youth day camps featuring;
miniature golf, canoeing, arts and crafts, go-carts, archery
and specialized camps for football, basketball, softball,
wrestling, cheerleading and swimming. It is located near
the regionally-cherished Pool Wildlife Sanctuary (home of
the Wildlands Conservancy) in the southeast corner of
the Township. The Little Lehigh Creek forms the western
edge of the park and wraps around the site, passing
under Interstate 476 to form the park’s southern border.
Some areas along the Creek's streambank have dense
riparian forest buffers, while other areas close to heavy
park activity do not. The Leibert Creek joins the Little
Lehigh on the eastern side of the site. South Cedar Crest
Blvd. forms the parks eastern border and there is no
direct, safe pedestrian access to the 100-acre site from
populated areas. However, a trailhead of the LMT
Greenway will be located in the park and thus the
Greenway Trail will provide pedestrian access.

PARCEL MAP
2.5” H x 4” W
Scale varying depending on
size of parcel
N
Graphic Scale

Remnants of the summer camp include a group-home for
women and half a dozen boarded up buildings. Two
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CAMP OLYMPIC PARK (CON’T)
picnic pavilions, located adjacent to the confluence of the
Little Lehigh and Leibert Creeks, are prominent features
in the park, but they are used infrequently. A covered
bridge spanning the Leibert Creek connects the pavilions.
The pavilions’ wood is rotted and electrical systems are
antiquated. Near them, are three good-quality basketball
courts. Beyond the basketball courts to the southeast is a
large area of open lawn. While many of the park’s
facilities themselves appear to be ADA compliant, they
lack an accessible route.
Camp Olympic is under-utilized because of its transitional
state. Some facilities were recently renovated or are new
(parking lot and basketball courts), while other facilities
are in a state of disrepair (picnic pavilions and buildings).
Areas of the park such as roads and pathways are not
well-maintained which can discourage people from using
the park.
Open lawn areas are used by a Team X NFL Flag
Football League (“passing only”, 5 on 5 flag football) for
boys and girls ages 5-15. Participants and spectators
were seen enjoying this activity despite the poor condition
of certain turf areas of the park.
Two sheds are near a large baseball backstop made from
netting-draped telephone poles. The sheds are boarded
up and unused and the backstop is in poor condition.
The twin home, barn and milk house on site were sold in
2012.
Based on aerial photography it appears that the
basketball courts and one baseball backstop are close to

the industry standards for orientation. The informal
baseball backstop and multi-purpose field do not appear
to comply with industry standard orientation. Orientation
should be updated during future major renovations.
Adjacent to a newly constructed parking lot, is one of two
restroom buildings on site. It is closed, locked, and
unusable. The working restroom is located on the west
side of the Creek and hard to find. The restrooms are not
accessible internally. The parking lot has ADA parking
available, but lacks accessible pathways to recreation
facilities.
Three footbridges cross the Creek. They are old and in
poor condition. A vehicular bridge leads to the grouphome and other outbuildings. The vehicular bridge needs
repair and the road to the group-home needs resurfacing.
The outbuildings are in poor condition.
A small community garden with 38 plots is near the
group-home and outbuildings. Large portions of the park
are not used for recreation. This includes an agricultural
area on the northern end of the property and the parcel
on the west side of I-476.
In 2010, the Township adopted a master site plan for the
park. The master site plan calls for acquisition of the
Dorney and Campbell parcels, which are adjacent to the
park’s northeastern border. The plan calls for athletic
fields and trails in the expanded park property. Other
features shown on the plan include fields, orchards,
meadow areas, and horticultural display/education
gardens.
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RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Provide a new electrical system in the pavilions for

lighting and visitor use.
i Evaluate all of the buildings to determine if they

should be saved and repurposed, or demolished.
i Evaluate and demolish unnecessary footbridges.

Make minor repairs to remaining footbridges,
including repainting wood and steel members.
i Place animal resistant fence around the community

garden to protect crops.
i Provide signage to guide visitors to the remote

restroom.
i Enhance or install riparian buffer plantings where they

are not present.
i Evaluate current parking conditions and need for

additional parking.
i For

additional recommendations, including ADA
compliant pathways to facilities, ADA compliant
fishing access, ADA upgrades to the restrooms,
trailhead facilities, a dog park, potential spray park,
small skills area and Master Site Plan, see Section 9
list items 48, 51, 57, and 78.

Section 3
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AMENITIES

CHURCH LANE PARK
This park is a
great location
for a family
picnic with
plenty of
recreational
activities.

Concession Building
Picnic Pavilion (1)
Restrooms
Basketball Court (2)
Tennis Courts (2)
Volleyball Court (1)
Passive Open Space

LOCATION
Benches & Picnic Tables
Baseball/Softball Fields (3)
Batting Cages
Bleachers
Bike Racks
Playground
Parking Lot

7200 Church Lane
Macungie, PA 18062
13.20
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

39
A3

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

The ball fields
at Church Lane
Park are
heavily used by
the Lower
Macungie
Youth
Association.

The concession
stand and
restrooms
provide
necessary
amenities for a
Baseball
Complex.
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This 13.2-acre community park is located in the west
portion of the Township and provides a wide variety of
recreational opportunities. It is attached to two parcels of
open space (#26, 38) totaling an additional 12.57 acres.
On-site facilities include three baseball fields, two tennis
courts, two basketball courts, a volleyball area, park
benches, a picnic pavilion with tables and a playground.
Church Lane Park is included in the Township’s
Playground Program. The basketball courts have new
backboards and poles with protective padding, and the
playground includes ample equipment which is in good
condition. There is also a concession stand, storage
facility and restrooms. While paved access to the
restrooms is available, the restrooms are not ADA
compliant. Aside from one small segment of sidewalk,
dedicated non-vehicular access to the park is not
available.
The baseball fields are complete with dug outs,
bleachers, scoreboards, batting cages, and a warm up
pitching area. During the baseball/softball season the
fields on site are used daily by LMYA and/or the East
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CHURCH LANE PARK (CON’T)
Penn School District. Paved parking lots are located at
the park's two entrances, located on Church Lane and
Senna Road. The Senna Road parking lot currently
requires locking the gate for security when the fields are
not in use. Problems with organizations losing the keys
and padlocks and not locking the gate have created a
situation where the Public Works Department has closed
the parking lot indefinitely.
Based on aerial photography, the basketball courts and
two of the baseball fields appear to be close to industry
standards for orientation. However, the tennis courts,
volleyball court and third baseball field do not appear to
comply with the standard orientation. These fields should
be properly re-oriented during future major renovations.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Weed removal

i Paint the pavilion and park benches.

safety surfacing

i Fill cracks, resurface and color coat the tennis courts.
i Re-stripe the basketball courts.
i Replenish wood product safety surfacing and remove

and additional
would make
this a more
inviting place to
play.

unwanted vegetation in the playground area. Adjust
the small picnic table to allow users to sit on the
benches safely.
i Provide a new net, clearly marked boundaries, and

soil to the volleyball court for safe play.
i Add railings to five-tiered bleachers where they are

missing to improve user safety.
i The public has requested that a perimeter trail/walking

path be provided.
i See

list item 58 in Section 9 for additional
recommendations including a Master Site Plan to
address the LMYA’s desire to build a fourth baseball
field, parking, and ADA compliance, particularly with
the restroom building.

Regular use of
the Senna Rd.
parking lot
could alleviate
parking
pressure on the
northwestern
side of the park.

Surface repairs
can rejuvenate
the tennis
courts.
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CREAMERY PARK
The picnic
pavilion,
concession
stand and
restroom
facilities provide
a hub for this
spacious park.

This GameTime
Parcourse
FitCenter
provides a
place to
workout before
a jog around
the park trail.

These soccer
fields are the
home of the
Lower
Macungie
Travel Soccer
Program.

Concession Building
Picnic Pavilion (1)
Restrooms
Soccer Fields (4)
Multi-purpose Field
Passive Open Space
Benches & Picnic Tables

LOCATION
Fishing
Fitness Trail
Walking Trail/Path
Natural Areas
Parking Lot

7894 Creamery Road
Alburtis, PA 18011
56.23
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

9/185
A2/B2

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Creamery Park is an over 50-acre community park largely
dedicated to soccer. It is located in the west section of
the Township and adjacent to Quarry Park with railroad
tracks separating the two parks. The park boasts four
regulation soccer fields and the Lower Macungie Youth
Association Travel Soccer Program considers this their
home. Based on aerial photography, some of the fields
appear to comply with industry standards for orientation
while others do not. These fields should be properly reoriented during future major renovations.
A walking/jogging loop trail with benches traverses the
perimeter of the park and provides access to a Parcourse
FitCenter. Joggers and dog walkers frequent the park
and enjoy the beautiful surroundings. Wooden post and
rail fencing and trees provide man-made and natural
boundaries around the perimeter of the park. There is
also a pavilion/concession stand, with picnic tables,
lighting, electric outlets and handicap accessible
restrooms.
Two paved parking lots provide on-site parking, but safe
pedestrian access to the park is not available. A trailhead
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CREAMERY PARK (CON’T)
and trail route through the park are planned, which will
provide pedestrian access and connectivity to
surrounding areas when the Township Greenway is
complete.
The Little Lehigh Creek separates the
developed area of the park (parcel 9) from undeveloped
area south of the Little Lehigh (parcel 185), which is used
by the Township DPW for material storage. A mixed
hardwood second growth forest riparian buffer protects
some portions of the Creek while other sections are
protected by a no-mow zone. The Lower Macungie
Youth Association uses portable lighting in the fall to
provide additional playing time for soccer participants.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The park trail

i Repair sections of the trail that have been washed

variety of uses

out.

provides a
for everybody.

i Replenish the wood product safety surfacing, remove

unwanted vegetation.
i Provide clear sight lines to the handicap parking

signs.
i See list items 42, 43, 48, 51, 60, and 78 in Section 9

for additional recommendations including illuminated
high-use artificial surfaces, irrigation system, potential
dog park, potential spray park, fishing access, ADA
compliant pathways to facilities, post and rail fence
along Spring Creek Road, pedestrian safety
measures, trailhead facilities, and a combined Master
Site Plan with Quarry Road Park.

Trail users
would benefit
from post and
rail fencing that
would provide
an attractive
safety barrier
from traffic on
Spring Creek
Road.

Heavy rains
cause wash out
of the cinder
trail located
around the
perimeter of the
park.
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EAST TEXAS PARK
The gazebo,
seating area,
and picnic
pavilion provide
opportunities
for community
events.

Community Building
Gazebo (2)
Picnic Pavilion (1)
Restrooms
Basketball Court (1)
Tennis Courts (2)
Baseball/Softball Fields (2)

LOCATION
Bleachers & Bike Racks
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables & Benches
Walking Trail/Path
Natural Area
Playground
Parking Lot

5624 East Texas Rd.
East Texas, PA 18046
11.07
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

84/95
B5

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

The two tennis
courts provide
an active
recreation
opportunity for
residents in the
community.

The safety
railing on the 5tier bleachers
and protective
padding on the
basketball pole
provide safety
for park users.
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An old fashioned freshly painted gazebo and outdoor
seating area are the focal point of this community park
located on East Texas Road just north of the center of the
Township. The park consists of two land parcels (8.66
and 2.41 acres) totaling 11.07 acres and has facilities for
everyone. The park boundaries consist of post and rail
and chain link fence. In addition, trees provide protection
from a Shepherd Hill Golf Course fairway that is adjacent
to the park. An asphalt path is provided around a portion
of the park's perimeter.
The park provides well maintained facilities including two
ball fields, two tennis courts, a basketball court,
playground, pavilion, and bathrooms. Based on aerial
photography, it does not appear that the baseball, tennis
or basketball facilities are oriented according to industry
standards. These fields should be properly re-oriented
during future major renovations.
There are two equipment storage areas, one of which
also acts as a small recreation hall. The large shaded
playground area is an attractive place to bring children to
play and East Texas Park is part of the Township’s
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EAST TEXAS PARK (CON’T)
annual Playground Program. The park's picnic pavilion
and bathrooms provide great facilities for group outings.
The two ball fields are used by the Lower Macungie
Youth Association for baseball and softball.
Off-street parking is available, but pedestrian access is
limited due to heavy traffic on East Texas and Lower
Macungie Roads. Although the park is not connected
directly to the Greenway’s primary trail it will be
connected by secondary trail routes.
The East Texas Church is located in the northeastern
corner of the park. This facility was acquired from Lehigh
County along with the park. The congregation and
cemetery association disbanded years ago. The Church
is used for meetings by some Township groups including
the Lower Macungie Clown Club and some boy scout
troops. Planned upgrades to the building to provide
restroom accessibility will allow the Township to rent out
the facility to additional groups.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Providing

i Resurface the tennis courts with color coating.

link fence along

i Replenish the playground safety surface and remove

unwanted vegetation.
i Repaint the picnic tables and park benches.
i See

list item 63 in Section 9 for additional
recommendations including ADA compliant paths to
the restroom and installation of chain link fence near
Field #2.

additional chain
the first and
third base lines
will help make
watching ball
games safer for
spectators.

The restrooms
could be ADA
compliant with
an accessible
pathway to the
entrance.

The swing set
would be safer
and more
attractive with
additional
safety surface
and removal of
unwanted
vegetation.
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HILLS AT LOCKRIDGE
New basketball
courts provide
space for
outdoor
physical activity
and team play.

Community Building
Picnic Pavilion (3)
Restrooms
Basketball Courts (2)
Tennis Courts (3)
Baseball/Softball Fields (2)
Multi-purpose Field

LOCATION
Soccer Fields (3)
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables & Benches
Walking Trail/Path
Playground
Parking Lot

7125 Scenic View Drive
Macungie, PA 18062
76.49
Acres

Map Number: 6/43/44/46
Map Location: C2

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Both of the ball
fields in the
park are used
by the Lower
Macungie
Youth
Association.

The various
picnic pavilions
in the park
provide seating
and cover for
group outings.
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This wonderful new community park is spread out over a
large area in the southern portion of the Township. The
park is made up of four land parcels totaling 76.49 acres
and runs parallel to Scenic View Drive from Seip Road to
Gehman Road. It has something for everybody. The
railroad tracks border the north side of the park. A
hedgerow of trees, along the entire length of the site,
provides a buffer between the tracks and the park. A
small section of the Swabia Creek that borders the
northwest corner of the park has a wooded riparian
buffer.
The site includes; a community rental building, three
picnic pavilions, two basketball courts, three tennis
courts, two ball fields, a playground, three parking lots,
three soccer fields, nine stormwater basins, a concert
pavilion, permanent and portable restroom facilities, and
a walking/jogging path that encompasses the entire park.
This park is part of the Township’s Playground Program.
Based on review of aerial photography, the basketball
and tennis courts and soccer fields appear to comply with
industry standards for orientation. However, the baseball
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HILLS AT LOCKRIDGE (CON’T)
fields do not appear to comply. These fields should be
properly re-oriented during future major renovations.
The Lower Macungie Youth Association uses the ball
fields in the park and took full advantage of the soccer
fields for the first time in 2012. One issue was that the
only available parking in the vicinity of the soccer fields
was on-street. Residents have expressed concern about
the parking situation.
The park is in excellent condition and well maintained.
The restroom and picnic pavilions are ADA accessible.
The park contains many acres of mowed lawn including
aesthetically “white fenced in” stormwater basins.
Several parking lots and plenty of open space without
many trees, provides a great opportunity for model
airplane flyers.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1198-2

i Replenish the playground safety surface.

stormwater

i Provide backboard pole safety padding for the

basketball courts.

Reducing
basin mowing
would alleviate
maintenance

i Adopt a reduced mowing program for the stormwater

burden on staff,

basins to save on mowing and maintenance costs.

improve habitat

i Remove sediment deposits on the trail after high

water events.
i See Section 9, list items 48, 67, 78, and 80 for

additional recommendations including trailhead
facilities, upgrading the jogging/walking trail to a multiuse trail, additional parking at the west end of the
park, a Master Site Plan, a potential dog park,
potential spray park, and potential skate park.

The concert pavilion, along with the restrooms and
parking lots provides an ideal location for outdoor events.
An attractive hillside provides seating for hundreds of
people to enjoy performances. Sidewalks provide safe
pedestrian access for those who live in the subdivision.
Parking lots are available for users who drive.

and save the
Township
money.
The trail
provides
access to many
of the facilities
within the park.
Upgrading the
trail will allow
for multiple
uses.

LMYA enjoys
the benefit of
two new soccer
fields provided
by the
Township.
However,
additional
parking for the
facilities should
be provided.
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AMENITIES

LMT MUNICIPAL CAMPUS
Open space for
soccer and a
walking trail
provide for
active
recreation
opportunities at
the Municipal
Campus.

This footbridge
leads to
recreational
facilities across
the Creek from
the pool.

The Township
has open gym
times available
at the
Community
Center for
Township
residents.
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Community Building
Gazebo
Restrooms
Basketball Half-Court (1)
Handball/Racquetball
Court (practice only)
Tennis Courts (4)

LOCATION
Soccer Field (2)
Swimming Pool (1)
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables & Benches
Walking Trail/Path
Natural Area
Parking Lot

3400/3450 Brookside Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
47.90
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

200
D4

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
The Lower Macungie Township Municipal Campus is a
47.9-acre, well-used and appreciated facility located in
the south central portion of the Township. Buildings on
campus include the Township Building, Community
Center/Library, and a historic house and barn. Parking
lots, with accessible stalls, are available throughout the
campus to provide easy access to each facility. The
Swabia Creek and one of its tributaries flow through the
campus. The Swabia Creek runs through a wooded
riparian buffer while the tributary flows through an
intermittently vegetated buffer. The Municipal Campus is
not safely accessible to pedestrians or cyclists. However,
the Greenway will provide non-vehicular access to the
campus and a trailhead is also proposed on the site as a
part of the Greenway improvements.
An outdoor swimming pool with diving board and water
tube slide is located adjacent to the Township Building.
Picnic tables, lounge chairs and benches are provided
near the pool. A footbridge across a small stream leads
from the pool to four tennis courts (three of which are
lighted), a tennis and handball practice wall, and half-
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LMT MUNICIPAL CAMPUS (CON’T)
court basketball. Based on aerial photography, the
basketball and tennis courts appear to comply with
industry standard orientation.
The Township's Community Center and Library are
located south of the Township Building. Built in 2001, the
Community Center includes a gymnasium, two
community rooms and the Township Library. Numerous
recreation programs are based out of the Community
Center and residents frequently voiced desire for safe
pedestrian and bicycle access to this site in the public
opinion survey. The southern end of the Municipal
Campus includes a large lawn area, which is used as two
soccer fields and a 1/2 mile walking path. Based on
aerial photography, it appears that the soccer fields are
close to the industry standard orientation.
Other
amenities on the Campus include a gazebo, benches,
bike racks, and trash receptacles. The Lower Macungie
Youth Association uses the Community Center for
basketball and volleyball, and the adjacent lawn area for
soccer. Soccer field use has been limited because of a
large number of parties scheduled at the Community
Center.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Numerous

i Provide additional directional signage to direct people

recreation

towards overflow parking on the northeast side of the
tributary stream.
i Resurface and color coat the tennis courts and paint

lines on the basketball court and practice tennis wall.

Township
programs are
based out of
the well-used
Community
Center.

i Restripe the parking lot near the pool and tennis

courts to better define the parking spaces.
i See list items 48, 50, 69, and 78 in Section 9 for

additional recommendations including facilities for
seniors, connections with the Greenway trail network,
ADA accessible paths to facilities, installation of a
basketball hoop, a potential dog park, potential spray
park, and a study to determine actual needs and
potential use of an expanded Community Center.

A fresh colorcoat treatment
on this tennis
court could
improve play
and attract new
users.

The parking lot
should be
restriped to
better define
the parking
spaces.
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AMENITIES

QUARRY ROAD PARK
The picnic
pavilion
provides space
for residents to
relax and hold
family
gatherings.

Concession Building
Picnic Pavilion (1)
Restrooms
Basketball Court (1)
Baseball/Softball Fields (4)
Batting Cages
Bleachers

LOCATION
Lacrosse/Field Hockey
Fields (3)
Passive Open Space
Benches & Picnic Tables
Playground
Natural Area
Parking Lot

7871 Quarry Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
34.79
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

0/35
B2

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

The expansive
open green is
already used by
some model
airplane
enthusiasts in
the Township.

Playground
equipment
provides
enjoyment for
children of all
ages.
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This community park is made up of two parcels (11.8 and
22.99) totaling 34.79 acres and is located in the west
section of the Township. Only the Little Lehigh Creek (on
the north side) and the railroad track on the west side
separate this spacious park from Creamery Park located
just north. The entrance is located on the southern
border of the park off Quarry Road while a hedgerow of
mature trees lines the eastern boundary.
There is a park sign at the Quarry Road entrance which is
partially blocked by vegetation.
Quarry Park boasts
three recently paved parking lots and a new basketball
court. A road runs through the park connecting the
parking lots and has a post and rail fence to separate
vehicles and pedestrians. There are four baseball fields
well suited for tournament play and a large open green is
transformed into lacrosse fields in the fall. Both the
baseball and lacrosse fields are used by the Lower
Macungie Youth Association.
Based on aerial
photography, the basketball court and lacrosse fields
appear to comply with industry standard orientation.
Three of the baseball fields appear to be close to the
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QUARRY ROAD PARK (CON’T)
industry standard orientation while the fourth is not
compliant. This field should be properly re-oriented during
future major renovations.
Local model airplane flyers are currently taking advantage
of the ample open space in the park, which is an ideal
location for flying.
The playground and picnic pavilion with restrooms offer
an opportunity for picnics at the park. There is a narrow
pathway around the play equipment, but there is no ADA
compliant route from the parking lot. Quarry Park is part
of the Township’s Playground Program.
The
handicapped accessible restrooms are in good condition,
however, there are no paper towel dispensers or hand
dryers. Off street parking is available and this park is an
ideal location for a trail head which would provide nonvehicular access via the LMT Greenway Trail.
A communal seating area with a poured glass aggregate
pavement is located near the playground. Per the
pavement manufacturer, the glass aggregate is tumbled
and combined with a semi-transparent resin. Once the
pavement is poured, it is troweled smooth to provide a
safe surface. Locations for future use of this pavement
system should be carefully considered, as the
appearance of glass, whether sharp or not, may deter
people from using the area. The tree that acts as a focal
point at this location provides some shade, but is in
decline.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The park’s

i Put the park name on the sign.

added to its

i Paint

the baseball field equipment boxes, two
scoreboards, and park sign.

i Provide proper signage for the existing handicap

parking spaces.
i Remove and replace hazardous tree.

name should be
sign and
vegetation
should be
pruned back to
allow greater
visibility of the
sign.

i Paint restroom stalls.
i See list items 42, 43, 48, 50, 70, and 78 in Section 9

for additional recommendations including illuminated
high-use artificial surfaces, irrigation system, facilities
for seniors, trailhead facilities, ADA compliant routes
to park facilities, a combined Master Site Plan with
Creamery Park, potential dog park, and potential
spray park.
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A seating area
is provided near
the playground.

Declining trees
in the vicinity of
play areas
create a
potential
hazard. This
tree should be
replaced.
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AMENITIES

WESCOSVILLE PARK
Narrow
driveways on
either side of
the Wescosville
Recreation
Center provide
access and
egress to the
park.

The pavilion
provides an
opportunity for
large group
picnics.

The tennis
courts in the
park serve
residents in the
northwestern
corner of the
Township.
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Community Building
Concession Building
Picnic Pavilion (1)
Restrooms
Tennis Courts (2)
Baseball/Softball Fields (2)
Batting Cage

LOCATION
Bleachers
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables & Benches
Bike Racks
Parking Lot

5047 Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18106
6.66
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

103/104
B6

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Wescosville Park is an older community park located in a
residential/commercial area near the intersection of
Brookside Road and Hamilton Blvd. The park is located
in the northern corner of the Township and consists of
two parcels (0.43 and 6.23 acres) totaling 6.66 acres.
The park is lined with mature trees that provide a buffer
around the perimeter.
The Wescosville Recreation
Center, a large picnic pavilion, and historic log cabin are
prominent facilities within the park. The picnic pavilion
has 13 picnic tables, electrical outlets and a charcoal grill.
A World War II monument, flag pole, park sign and
kitchen garden are on site as well.
Two softball fields with dug outs, a batting cage, two
tennis courts, a storage building and restrooms round out
the available facilities. One of the softball fields is being
reconstructed (spring 2013) to convert it for use as a little
league baseball field. The cinder block dug outs are in
good condition, but the solid white painted walls provide
an invitation for graffiti. The fencing at the tennis courts
and baseball backstops is in good condition. Based on
aerial photography, the tennis courts appear to comply
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WESCOSVILLE PARK (CON’T)
with industry standard orientation. One ball field appears
to be close to compliance while the other is not. This field
should be properly re-oriented during future major
renovations.
Two parking lots provide adequate parking, but
automobile traffic speed and volume on Hamilton
Boulevard present a safety hazard to vehicles and
pedestrians entering and exiting the park. There are no
sidewalks in the immediate area however they were
included in the Greenway Plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Graffiti removal

i Remove graffiti from dug out walls and treat with a

fence and

graffiti-resistant coating.
i Paint the picnic pavilion.
i Install a safety railing on the five tier bleachers.
i Paint the fence around the tennis courts.

and a painted
backstop would
have this ball
field facility
looking like
new.

i Paint or replace the park sign.
i Provide line striping and ADA parking spaces in the

parking lot off of Brookside Road.
i Raise backstop height to provide additional safety for

pedestrians and parked cars from being hit with foul
balls.

New infield mix
is added to
complete the
reconstruction
of this ball field.

i See

Section 9, list item 74 for further
recommendations including ADA compliant routes to
park facilities, extending fence along the first base
side line, and a Master Site Plan.

The historic log
cabin in the
park is an
attraction to
historical
enthusiasts.
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WILD CHERRY LANE PARK
This park is
heavily used on
the weekends
for team sports
and family
activities.

AMENITIES
Concession Building
Picnic Pavilion (1)
Restrooms
Basketball Courts (2)
Tennis Courts (2)
Baseball/Softball Fields (2)
Multi-purpose Field

LOCATION
Soccer Fields (4 micro)
Batting Cages & Bleachers
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables & Benches
Walking Trail/Path
Playground
Parking Lot

5149 Wild Cherry Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
12.36
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

113
C5

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

LMYA’s youth
soccer league
brings many
residents to the
park.

The ball fields
in the park are
used for LMYA
softball games.
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This is a relatively new 12.36-acre community park
located in the northeast section of the Township. The
park is bounded by Wild Cherry Lane on the east and
Lower Macungie Road on the south. Interstate 476
borders the northern side of the park. A parking lot and
trees provide a buffer from I-476 and a wooded area
bounds the remaining side.
The park has some excellent facilities that are in great
condition. There is plenty of activity on the weekends.
There are two baseball/softball fields, two batting cages,
two basketball courts, two tennis courts, a playground, a
picnic pavilion with ADA accessible restrooms and open
space for as many as four youth soccer fields. The
soccer fields are set up for the Lower Macungie Youth
Association tot soccer league which is very popular.
LMYA also uses the softball fields for intramural and
travel programs. Based on aerial photography, the
soccer fields appear to comply with industry standard
orientation while all of the remaining fields and courts do
not. These fields should be properly re-oriented during
future major renovations.
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WILD CHERRY LANE PARK CON’T)
The Township uses this park as part of their Playground
Program.
A walking/jogging trail runs around the
perimeter of the park and curb cuts provide ADA access.
Off street parking is available and sidewalks within the
neighborhood provide pedestrian access.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

An outdoor

i Provide padded safety protection for the basketball

provides an

backstop poles.
i Provide signage to encourage use of the Wild Cherry

Lane parking lot in lieu of neighborhood streets.
i Open space and a parking lot provide for an ideal

checkerboard
opportunity for
all ages to
enjoy the sun
and stimulate
their minds.

location to fly model airplanes.
i See

list item 75 in Section 9 for additional
recommendations including reconstruction of fields to
address drainage issues, constructing an additional
field, ADA compliant pathways between facilities, and
a Master Site Plan and study to determine if additional
land is needed to meet demands.

Picnic tables, a
water fountain,
trash can and
more provide
family gathering
opportunities.
An accessible
path would
make the water
fountain
useable by all.
A variety of
outdoor
recreation
activities are
available at the
park including
tennis and
basketball.
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3.3

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
Many of the
Township’s
neighborhood
parks are
characterized
by large
expanses of
mowed lawn.

Playgrounds
are a common
facility at
neighborhood
parks.

DEFINITION
The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)
defines neighborhood parks as having a desirable size of
more than fifteen acres and serving a population of 1,000
for each one to two acres.1 However, for the sake of this
report, acreage requirements have been modified slightly
to accommodate the existing characteristics of LMT
parks. Neighborhood parks often create or reinforce a
neighborhood’s identity. They typically serve a relatively
small area, such as a single subdivision and have a
service area of one-quarter to one-half mile and up to
5,000 people. They are generally accessed by sidewalks
or trails, not separated from users by major roads or
similar obstacles and highly visible to passersby for
security.2
Typical facilities include playgrounds,
basketball or tennis courts, unstructured play lawns,
picnic areas, etc. Off-street parking may, or may not be
provided, depending on the park’s size and facilities
offered.

of nine have smaller picnic shelters, two have restrooms,
five have some type of sports field), and playgrounds (i.e.
swing sets, play structures/climbers, slides). Only three
neighborhood parks provide off-street parking and six
provide basketball courts.
The observations and recommendations on the following
pages correlate with late summer and fall 2012 site visits.

TOWNSHIP TRENDS
Basketball
courts are
available in six
of the
Township’s
neighborhood
parks.
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LMT’s fourteen neighborhood parks range in size from
Cross Timbers Park, at just under 3-acres, to the nearly
40-acre Spring Ridge Crossing Park. Geographically, the
parks are reasonably well distributed throughout the
Township in locations that are visible and easily
accessible to surrounding neighborhoods. Only a handful
are situated in remote or isolated positions within the
neighborhood (examples include Watermill and Winding
Brook Parks). The Township’s neighborhood parks are
primarily oriented around family amenities (benches, five

NOTES
1

National Recreation and Park Association, Recreation, Park and
Open Space Standards and Guidelines, 1983.

2

City of Cottage Grove, Oregon, “Part IV: Park Definitions &
Development Standards”, "Water to Woods" – 2003 Cottage
Grove Parks Plan, 25 Feb. 2012 <www.cottagegrove.org/
commdev/parksplan/Part%20IV.pdf>.
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Limits to further
development
General Condition and
Level of Use
Playgrounds and play Equipment
Parking
Natural Areas
Miscellaneous Amenities
Miscellaneous Facilities

ANCIENT OAKS SOUTH PARK
PARK
Benches are
provided near
the playground
to allow parents
to supervise
their children.
An accessible
path to the
bench is
needed.

The pavilion
itself is
accessible,
however
accessible
paths to all of
the park’s
facilities are
lacking.

Freshly painted
court lines and
padded
protection on
the basketball
poles would

AMENITIES

LOCATION

Picnic Pavilion (1)
Basketball Court (1)
Volleyball Court (1)
Multi-purpose Field
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables & Benches
Playground

6354 Mulberry Lane
Macungie, PA 18062
3.69
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

59
C3

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This 3.69-acre park is located along Sequoia Drive in a
residential area between Mulberry Lane and Manzanita
Drive. The park is located just south of the center of the
Township. It features large expanses of mowed lawn, an
accessible pavilion and picnic table. An old volleyball net
and poles are in place, but rarely used. The playground
includes a new play unit designed for ages 2-5 and 5-12,
and standard and accessible swings. A full basketball
court rounds out the facilities at this site. Based on
review of aerial photography, the volleyball court,
basketball court and multi-purpose field do not appear to
comply with industry standard orientation. These fields
should be properly re-oriented during future major
renovations.
The park is within walking distance of area residents and
street parking is available in the neighborhood.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Repaint the lines on the basketball court and provide

protective padding for the backboard poles.
i See

list item 53 in Section 9 for additional
recommendations including ADA compliant paths to
park facilities and re-orientation of fields and courts
during future major renovations.

make this an
appealing and
safe place to
play.
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LOCATION

AMENITIES

6876 Sunflower Lane
Macungie, PA 18062
4.19
Acres

Passive Open Space
Benches
Playground

BEAUMONT AT BROOKSIDE
BROOKSIDE PARK
A large open
play area
greets users
from Sunflower

Map Number:
Map Location:

Lane as they

50
B3

enter the park.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Remove the weeds and provide additional safety

surfacing in the playground area.
i Review park usage to determine if mowing can be

reduced.
i See

Section 9, list item 54 for additional
recommendations including an accessible pathway to
the play area.

The majority of
this park is
mowed lawn
area. A
reduced
mowing
program should
be considered
by the

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
A somewhat neglected play area, playground unit and
swing set are surrounded by a vast mowed lawn at this
4.19-acre neighborhood park. The park is located just
west of the center of the Township and is bordered by
Sunflower Lane, Chablis Drive, a wooded border and a
sparse hedgerow.
Newly planted trees spot the
landscape and the street edges of the park. On-street
parking is available on Sunflower Lane and Chablis Drive.
Sidewalks provide pedestrian access to the park
however, none of the play areas are ADA accessible.
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Township.

Residents use
the playground
despite its
subpar
condition. The
playground
should be
better
maintained.
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BROOKFIELD PARK
This park
provides a
large,
maintained

AMENITIES

LOCATION

Passive Open Space
Benches
Walking Trail/Path
Playground

5806 Loyola Street
Macungie, PA 18062
7.64
Acres

open space in

Map Number:
Map Location:

the center of
the surrounding
residential
neighborhood.

Selective
pruning of
vegetation
adjacent to the
trail will
increase its
usability and
safety.

An asphalt path
would make the
playground
accessible.

191/195
C4

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Brookfield Park is centrally located in the Township along
Loyola Street with additional access points on Hawk Way
and Cross Creek Road. The 7.64-acre park includes an
expansive mowed lawn and trees sporadically located
throughout the lawn. A wooded hedgerow divides this
park in half.
The park boundary is delineated by
vegetation in some areas; however, most areas lack a
visible distinction between Township and private property.
A paved trail winds through the eastern portion of the
park and sidewalks are provided along all street
frontages. A playground, complete with swings and
proper ground cover is available. There are benches
located throughout the park which allow for relaxation and
enjoyment of the space. On-street parking is available
along any of the roads bordering the park and local
residents can easily walk to the park. This park is one of
the few in the Township that does not have a rules and
regulations sign.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

i Repaint the park benches.
i Remove unwanted vegetation and add wood product

safety to meet CPSC Guidelines at the playground.
i Install regulation signage at all entrances to the park.
i Review park usage to determine if mowing can be

reduced.
i See

Section 9, list item 55 for an additional
recommendation to install an accessible pathway to the
playground.

i Selectively thin and prune vegetation along the trail to

allow comfortable use.
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LOCATION

AMENITIES

1480 Wisdom Place
Wescosville, PA 18106
2.57
Acres

Passive Open Space
Benches
Playground

CROSS TIMBERS PARK
Trees provide a
natural buffer
between the
park and the

Map Number:
Map Location:

adjacent

112
B5

residences.

seating for the playground.
The park is accessed via sidewalks throughout the
neighborhood, with entrances at the end of Wisdom Place
and through the common area between 5033 and 5051
Cornerstone Road. On-street parking is available on
Wisdom Place and Cornerstone Road. However, this
park is likely accessed by non-vehicular methods the
majority of the time.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

A large open
mowed lawn
area provides
space for both
active and
passive
recreation.

i Reduce mowing until a need arises for the open field

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This 2.57-acre neighborhood park is located in the
northwest area of the Township at the end of the Wisdom
Place cul-de-sac and is surrounded by residences. Large
trees and shrubs provide a natural barrier between
neighboring homes and the park. The park consists of a
large mowed lawn and relatively new playground
equipment designed for ages 2-12. The multi-purpose
open space provides for all types of activities such as: a
catch with a ball or Frisbee, bocce ball, croquet, or kite
flying. Two donated park benches provide spectator

space.
i Review and upgrade the park and playground to meet

ADA standards for accessibility.
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A large tree
helps shade the
playground and
observing
parents from
spring through
fall.
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AMENITIES

FARMINGTON HILLS PARK
PARK
This park
provides a
variety of
recreational
facilities for
nearby
residents.
Though, six
strap swings
have been
removed.
New handicap
accessible
restroom
facilities and
parking are
provided within
the park.

A vast mowed
lawn provides
open space for
passive
recreation.
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Picnic Pavilion (1)
Restrooms
Basketball Court (1)
Multi-purpose Field
Soccer Fields (6 micro)
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables & Benches

LOCATION
Playground
Parking Lot

2300 Goldenrod Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062
10.90
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

168
B3

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Farmington Hills Park is 10.9 acres in area and is located
in the southwest quadrant of LMT.
The vehicular
entrance and parking lot are located on Snowberry Drive.
The park is largely mowed lawn and completely
surrounded by homes, with recently planted trees around
the perimeter of the park providing a partial buffer.
Facilities include a playground, picnic pavilion, basketball
court, space for six micro soccer fields, multi-purpose
field, parking lot and handicapped accessible restrooms.
Based on aerial photography, none of the courts or
athletic fields appear to comply with industry standard
orientation. A sandbox and digger are available for an
adventuresome child. The soccer field is not used by the
Lower Macungie Youth Association due to neighbors'
objections. Sidewalks provide safe access to the park
from neighborhood residences. The playground and
other recreation facilities in the park are not ADA
accessible and at the time of this report six strap swings
had been removed by the Public Works Department. The
park contains a nice mix of older, established and newly
planted trees.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Replace the six strap swings in a safe and proper

manner.
i Repaint faded basketball court lines.
i Make minor repairs and paint park benches and picnic

tables.
i See

Section 9, list item 65 for additional
recommendation to provide ADA accessible path to
park facilities.
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LOCATION

AMENITIES

1631 Pinewind Drive
Alburtis, PA 18011
7.36
Acres

Picnic Pavilion (1)
Basketball Court (1)
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables
Playground

Map Number:
Map Location:

172
A2

HERITAGE HEIGHTS PARK
PARK
Reduction of
mowing in
some areas of
the park’s
massive open
space could
help reduce

covering on the poles and the picnic pavilion has graffiti.
Based on aerial photography, the basketball court does
not appear to comply with industry standard orientation.
These fields should be properly re-oriented during future
major renovations.
The park is accessible from the sidewalk on Pinewind
Drive and the Heritage Heights Condominiums. Street
parking is limited and there are no pathways or defined
routes to park facilities.

pressure on
Township staff
and improve
wildlife habitat.
A fresh coat of
paint on the
picnic tables
would create a
more inviting
environment for
local residents.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This neighborhood park is another example of a large
open mowed area located on the western edge of the
Township with the entrance along Pinewind Drive. The
7.36 acre park is surrounded by the 11.19-acre wooded
Heritage Heights Open Space (#171), Route 100, and the
Heritage Heights Condominiums. The park includes a
playground, basketball court, and picnic pavilion. The
park has been neglected. The playground equipment is
in disrepair, and the playground needs additional safety
surfacing material. The basketball court lacks protective

i Provide additional safety surfacing material in the

playground.
i Repair damaged playground equipment.
i Install protective padding on the basketball poles.
i Remove graffiti from basketball court surface, picnic

pavilion and picnic tables.
i Reduce mowing of some of the park area until a need

Additional
safety surfacing
material would
provide a safer
place for
children to play.

arises for open field space.
i Provide signage to direct users to the entrance of the

park.
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HIDDEN VALLEY PARK
The rules and
regulations sign
and playground
equipment
tucked behind
the trees are

AMENITIES

LOCATION

Basketball Half Court (1)
Volleyball Court (1)
Passive Open Space
Benches
Natural Area
Playground

4930 Meadowview Drive
Macungie, PA 18062
5.70
Acres

the only clues
to the location
of Hidden
Valley Park.

A volleyball
court is
provided in this
neighborhood
park.

Painting the
court lines,
backboard and
pole, and

Map Number:
Map Location:

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This neighborhood park is certainly true to its name and is
tucked away behind homes on Meadowview and
Bridlepath Drives in the northern part of Lower Macungie
Township. Trees line the perimeter of the park on three
sides.
A wooded area completes the remaining
boundary.
A park rules and regulations sign is the only indication
that there is a park. Two parcels (3.0 and 2.7) totaling 5.7
acres include a large mowed stormwater basin as part of
the park property. The park contains an attractive,
partially shaded playground, but the basketball ½ court,
and an abandoned volleyball court are less inviting.
Based on aerial photography, the basketball and
volleyball courts do not appear to comply with industry
standard orientation. These fields should be properly reoriented during future major renovations.

installing
protective
padding on the

126/158
C5

Street parking is limited and there are no paved pathways
or defined routes to park facilities.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Paint court lines, basketball backboard, and pole.
i Install protective padding on the basketball pole.
i Remove one of the two trees next to the playground

and prune the other tree for safety.
i Discontinue mowing the stormwater basin floor.

pole would
rejuvenate this
basketball ½
court.
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LOCATION

AMENITIES

1626 Red Oak Lane
Macungie, PA 18062
3.19
Acres

Passive Open Space
Walking Trail/Path

LEHIGH CROSSINGS
ADA curb cuts
provide access
to this loop trail
at Lehigh

Map Number:
Map Location:

Crossings Park.

205
A3
Little Lehigh Creek Greenway Trail via neighborhood
sidewalks.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Develop a rain garden in the southeastern corner of

the property.

Newly planted
trees provide
for future shade
along the trail.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
The 3.19-acre Lehigh Crossing Park is located in the
western end of the Township. It is surrounded by homes
on Red Oak Lane and Cedar Road. An eight foot wide
loop trail follows the park's perimeter. The trail can be
accessed from four corner intersections that are
connected to sidewalks in the neighborhood. Trees are
planted along both sides of the trail, leaving a large open
play area in the middle of the park. No off-street parking
is available. This park is just three blocks away from the
Ancient Oaks West open space and connection to the

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

On street
parking is
available,
however, most
access to the
park is likely
pedestrian.
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AMENITIES

PRATER PARK
This park
provides a nice
balance of
active and
passive
recreation
opportunities.

Gazebo (2)
Picnic Pavilion (1)
Basketball Court (1)
Basketball Half Court (1)
Tennis Courts (3)
Volleyball Court (1)
Passive Open Space

LOCATION
Picnic Tables & Benches
Fitness Trail
Playground

N. Hedgerow Drive
Allentown, PA 18103
3.63
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

148
B6

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

A Parcourse
FitCenter is
provided at
Prater Park.

Fence repairs
and color
coating the
surface at the
tennis courts
would help
improve play
and make the
facilities more
appealing.
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Joseph Michael Prater Memorial Park is a neighborhood
park surrounded by residences and apartment complexes
on North Treeline and North Hedgerow Drives in the north
corner of the Township. The park consists of 3.63 acres
and is one of only a few Township parks to have a sign
with the park name on it. Large pine trees define the
majority of the park's boundaries and provide a buffer.
There are many memorial monuments throughout the
park. Old fashioned lamp posts provide lighting in the
park. Other facilities include gazebos, a picnic pavilion, a
sand volleyball court, full basketball court, a ½ court
basketball court, and three tennis courts including a mini
court for children. Based on aerial photography, the
tennis and volleyball courts appear to comply with
industry standard orientation while the basketball court
does not. There are shrubs growing through the tennis
court fence and overgrown trees that interfere with play
on the sand volleyball court. There is also a playground
and Parcourse FitCenter that are in good condition with
new safety surface provided for safety.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Provide safety padding on the basketball poles.
i Repair the chain link fence around the tennis court

and replace damaged tennis court signs.
i Color coat and restripe the tennis and basketball court

surfaces.
i Add sand and prune or remove overgrown trees at the

end of the volleyball court.
i Repair the roof and broken railings on the small

gazebo.
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LOCATION

AMENITIES

2001 Riverbend Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
9.48
Acres

Basketball Court (1)
Tennis Court (1)
Baseball/Softball Field (1)
Bleachers
Passive Open Space
Benches
Natural Area

Map Number:
Map Location:

170
C6

RODALE PARK
Playground
Parking Lot

coating and the basketball court backboard posts need
padding for safety. Based on aerial photography, the
basketball and tennis courts appear to comply with
industry standards for orientation while the baseball field
does not. This field should be properly re-oriented during
future major renovations.
The grass is well-maintained and there is a park sign at
the entrance. Also on site is a small storage shed, one
infield grooming machine, and a portable restroom.

This
playground,
complete with
new safety
surface
material,
provides
recreation for
children.

Despite being
one of the
smaller parks in
the Township,
the ball field is
in great
condition.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This 9.48-acre site is a neighborhood park with a little bit
of everything. Located on the eastern edge of the
Township along Riverbend Road, the park is surrounded
on three sides by residences. A heavy wooded area
creates a buffer along the eastern border. Off street
parking for 20 cars is available, however, there is no
handicapped parking space.
Since there are no
sidewalks in the neighborhood, safe pedestrian access is
limited. The park has a baseball field, playground, tennis
and basketball courts. The tennis court needs color

i Color coat the tennis court.
i Provide safety padding on the basketball court

backboard poles.
i Refurbish, relocate or screen the graffiti-covered

sheds.
i See Section 9, list items 48 and 71 for additional

recommendations including a potential dog park,
handicap parking spaces, ADA compliant pathways to
park facilities, and extending the safety fencing at the
baseball field.
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A fresh colorcoat treatment
would improve
the surface and
help attract
tennis
enthusiasts to
this court.
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SPRING CREEK ESTATES PARK
A variety of new
equipment and
facilities are
available at this
park.

AMENITIES
Picnic Pavilion (1)
Restrooms
Basketball Court (1)
Multi-purpose Field
Soccer Fields (2)
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables & Benches

LOCATION
Walking Trail/Path
Playground
Parking Lot

6806 Goor St., Lot 42
Macungie, PA 18062
13.86
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

169
B4

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Additional
landscape
maintenance is
needed in some
areas of the
park.

The soccer
fields in the
park are used
by the Lower
Macungie
Youth
Association.
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This neighborhood park is 13.86 acres in size and is
located on Danner Road in the central-west part of the
Township. The park’s southern border is Spring Creek
Road and the adjacent Little Lehigh Creek and open
space.
It is surrounded by neighborhoods on the
remaining three sides. The park offers a variety of
facilities in good condition including a picnic pavilion, ADA
accessible restrooms, a playground, basketball court, and
two full size soccer fields. Based on aerial photography,
the basketball court and soccer fields appear to be close
to the industry standard for orientation.
The park also has a stone-dust walking/jogging trail that
winds around the tree-lined perimeter of the park.
Benches along the trail provide opportunities for visitors
to sit, rest and enjoy the views. Pedestrians can access
the park via sidewalk along Danner Road and a paved
parking lot is on site. The park is well-landscaped,
however, landscape bed maintenance is inconsistent.
Field drainage is a major issue in the park.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Review

maintenance procedures and schedule
maintenance tasks appropriately to assure better
results.

i Recondition and compact the stone-dust trail.
i Paint the handicap parking spot.
i Address the field drainage problems.
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LOCATION

AMENITIES

Spring Ridge Drive
Macungie, PA 18062
38.96
Acres

Soccer Fields (2)
Passive Open Space
Fishing
Natural Area

Map Number: 132/134/
137/155
Map Location: B4

This very large neighborhood park is made up of four
parcels totaling 38.96 acres of land located just northeast
of the center of the Township. The combined parcels
make up a park with large areas of mowed lawn
interspersed with wooded areas in various stages of
growth. The park features two soccer fields and plenty of
open space. The fields drain well, but are not used
regularly by LMYA because there is no off-street parking.
Based on aerial photography, the soccer fields do not
appear to comply with industry standards for orientation

The Lower
Macungie
Youth
Association
would like to
make further
use of these

These fields should be properly re-oriented during future
major renovations.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

SPRING RIDGE CROSSING
CROSSING PARK

A Master Site Development Plan was prepared in 2007
by Keystone Consulting Engineers for the park and
included two soccer fields, two ball fields, two basketball
courts, two parking lots, and a playground tot lot.
Implementation of this plan would help satisfy LMYA’s
need for additional athletic fields in the Township. The
park also contains a sediment basin that will be dedicated
to the Township upon completion of construction. There
is no park sign or rules and regulations sign. Newly
planted trees are located throughout the park and
specifically along the Spring Ridge Drive side of the park.
The Township has also developed a Green Growth Zone
to protect the Little Lehigh Creek and ground water and
provide habitat for wildlife. The Little Lehigh Creek winds
through a portion of the park’s open space and provides
an opportunity for fishing. The Greenway Trail, once
completed, will be routed through the park and the
Greenway Plan proposed this site as a trailhead location.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

soccer fields
which are in
good condition.

Beyond the
mowed portion
of the park,
there is a large
natural area in
various stages
of succession.

i Increase riparian buffer width until the Master Site

Development Plan is initiated.
i See Section 9, list items 42, 48, 51, and 72 for

additional recommendations including illuminated
artificial turf fields, irrigation system, a potential dog
park, fishing access, parking lot, trailhead facilities,
and revisions to the existing Master Site Plan.

i Reduce mowed area to save on maintenance costs.

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

Section 3

Facilities & Open Space Page 3-41

WATERMILL PARK
A paved trail
wraps around a
portion of the
park. A paved

AMENITIES

LOCATION

Passive Open Space
Benches
Walking Trail/Path
Playground

3445 Watermill Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062
5.28
Acres

area in front of

Map Number:
Map Location:

the bench
would make it
more useable.

Removal of
unwanted
ground
vegetation
would make
this playground
much more
attractive and
safe.

The allee of
white pines at
the entrance on
Watermill Drive
makes it difficult
to find the park.

133
D4

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This 5.28 acre neighborhood park is located just east of
the LMT Municipal Campus. The park is adjacent to the
Indian Creek Village Housing Development and one of
the Indian Creek Village open spaces (2.31 acres) and
has one main entrance from Watermill Drive. A cornfield
located on its eastern border separates the park from
Macungie Road, while mature trees buffer the other three
sides of the park. The park consists of a large mowed
area with trees throughout and a paved walking/jogging
trail around the exterior of the park. Strategically located
benches along the trail provide users with opportunities to
rest and enjoy the scenery. The playground is the only
specific recreation activity on site, but it is overgrown with
vegetation. Neighborhood residents were part of a park
restoration program and painted all the park benches a
couple years ago. No off-street parking is provided,
however, pedestrian access with depressed curbing is
available from several locations. As it stands, the
existence of this park is unknown by many and is
underutilized.

replenish safety surfacing.
i Prune evergreen trees at the entrance walkway from

Watermill Drive to enhance visibility and access.
i Remove significant portions of the hedgerow along

the western property line to maximize functionality of
both parcels
i See

list item 73 in Section 9 for additional
recommendations including enhancing the park
entrance and providing a connection between Indian
Creek Village Open Space and Watermill Park.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Remove vegetation under playground equipment and
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LOCATION

AMENITIES

5450 Princeton Road
Macungie, PA 18062
12.05
Acres

Volleyball Court (1)
Passive Open Space
Benches
Fishing
Natural Area
Playground

Map Number:
Map Location:

117
C5

WINDING BROOK LOWER PARK
The majority of
the park is
hidden from
view at the
entrance.

aerial photography, the volleyball court does not appear
to comply with the industry standard for orientation. This
field should be properly re-oriented during future major
renovations.
The park's entrance is barely visible from Princeton Road,
and only the rules and regulations sign indicates that this
is a Township park. No off-street parking is available
and, since there are no sidewalks in the community,
pedestrian access is limited.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Winding Brook Lower Park is a 12.05-acre linear
neighborhood park partially surrounded by homes. It is
located on Princeton Road and Brook Circle. The Little
Lehigh Creek borders on the north side. It is part of a
much larger continuous Township-owned open space that
follows the Little Lehigh Creek near the Township center.
Wooded riparian buffers protect the creek and provide a
sound barrier from Brookside Road traffic.

i Remove debris from playground and refurbish safety

The playground
and swing set
are well shaded
by surrounding
trees, but an
accessible path
is needed to
make the area
useable to all.

surface.
i Prune or remove overgrown vegetation at pedestrian

entrances to improve visibility and increase access to
the park.
i See list item 76 in Section 9 for an additional

recommendation to provide ADA compliant routes to
park facilities.

The park needs
visual
delineation
between park
land and
adjacent
residences.

The site has an under-utilized, shaded playground,
volleyball poles, and a large mowed lawn. Based on
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3.4

DEFINITION

MINI-PARKS
On-street
parking is the
only parking
available at the
Township’s mini
-parks.

All of the
Township’s
mini-parks
include a
playground.

Mini-parks are
typically
situated close

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)
defines mini-parks as having a desirable size of an acre
or less and serving a population of 1,000 for each onequarter acre.1
Mini-parks often contribute to the
neighborhood’s identity and have a service area of onequarter mile or less.2 They typically serve specific users,
such as tots or the elderly from a small area, like a
neighborhood within a subdivision. They are most often
accessed by neighborhood sidewalks. Usual facilities
include playgrounds, small unstructured play lawns,
picnic areas, community flower gardens, etc. Off-street
parking is rarely provided.

TOWNSHIP TRENDS
The design team identified and examined three miniparks in LMT, each with very limited service areas and
few recreation amenities/facilities. These parks include
fenced or partially fenced playgrounds or tot-lots,
benches and a limited number of on-street parking
spaces.
The observations and recommendations on the following
pages are based on site visits during late summer and fall
of 2012.

NOTES
1

to adjacent
residences.
2
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City of Cottage Grove, Oregon, “Part IV: Park Definitions &
Development Standards”, "Water to Woods" – 2003 Cottage
Grove Parks Plan, 25 Feb. 2012 <www.cottagegrove.org/
commdev/parksplan/Part%20IV.pdf>.
City of Grass Valley, California, “Table 3: Parkland Definitions,”
Grass Valley Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 22 April 2013
<http://www.cityofgrassvalley.com/services/departments/
public_works/forms/Chap2Tab3.pdf>.
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Track and Field
Soccer
Multi-purpose
Field Area
Lacrosse/Field Hockey
Football
Bleachers
Batting Cage
Baseball/Softball

x

None
Partial
Complete
Entrance Gate
Trash Receptacles
Picnic Tables
Passive Open Space
Grill
Benches
Volleyball
Tennis
Horseshoes
Handball/Racquetball
Basketball Half Court
Basketball Court
Storage Building
Restrooms
Picnic Pavilions
(1 with electricity)
Out-Buildings
Gazebo
Concession Bldg./Food

x
x
x

x
128 3-49 Danfield Run Park

x
1
x
1
22 3-50 Shepherd Hills Park

x
x

x
x
x
1
63 3-48 Brookside Farms Park
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Community Building
(Rental*)

Map Number

Analysis Page

Mini-Park Name

Field Sports facilities
Fence
Family Amenities
Court Sports
Buildings/Pavilions/Gazebos

Opportunity for further
development
Protected Natural Features
Built Out
Level of Ongoing
Maintenance (H / M / L)
Poor
Below Average
Average
Good
New/Excellent

L

x
x

H

x

Tot Swing Set

Swings (# of seats)

Spring Rocker
Slides

Playground

x

x

x

7

8
x

x

x

5

7

Bike Racks

Swimming Pool

Fishing

Fitness Trail / Area

Walking Trails/Paths

Drinking Fountain

Informational Kiosk

Park Sign

Regulation Signage

Temporary Restroom

Water Spigot/ Hydrant

Meadow

Riparian Areas

Surface Waters

Woodlands

Parking Lots

Number of standard spaces

Number of accessible spaces

Climbing equipment

Merry-Go-Round

Seesaws

On street parking

x

2

Other

x
x
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x

2

M
4

x
2
x

Limits to further
development
General Condition and
Level of Use
Playgrounds and play Equipment
Parking
Natural Areas
Miscellaneous Amenities
Miscellaneous Facilities

BROOKSIDE FARMS PARK
This playground
provides
recreation
opportunities

AMENITIES

LOCATION

Basketball Court (1)
Passive Open Space
Benches
Playground

5899 Wayside Drive
Macungie, PA 18062
2.03
Acres

for local

Map Number:
Map Location:

children.

i Prune or remove the

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Freshly painted
court lines and
padded pole
protection
would help
make this a fun
and safe place
to play
basketball.

Any damaged
sections of the
perimeter
fencing should
be repaired.

63
C4

This mini-park with plush green grass is surrounded by
homes on 2.03 acres of land in the central part of LMT.
Pedestrian access is available via sidewalks from the
south entrance at Wayside and Fieldview Drives. The
tree lined park is surrounded by fence on three sides,
thus prohibiting access from Sauerkraut Lane, which
borders the north end of the park. A playground unit,
swing set and basketball court make up the recreation
facilities on site. There are also benches in the park. The
basketball surface is in good condition. Based on aerial
photography, the basketball court does not appear to
comply with industry standards for orientation. Off-street
parking is not provided and the park is not ADA
accessible.

damaged tree at the
park's perimeter.
i See list item 56 in

Section 9 for
additional
recommendation to
provide ADA
compliant paths to
park facilities.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Paint the park benches.
i Repair the post and rail fence, that surrounds the

property.
i Paint the basketball court lines and provide padded

safety protection on the backboard poles.

Page 3-48 Facilities & Open Space

Section 3

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

LOCATION

AMENITIES

5341 Princeton Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
0.30
Acres

Benches
Playground

DANFIELD RUN PARK
The park is
entirely devoted
to a
playground.

Map Number:
Map Location:

128
C5

INVENTORY &
ANALYSIS
This 0.3-acre mini-park is
located just east of the
Township's center and is
less than a ¼ mile from
Spring Ridge Crossing
Park, which is part of the
Greenway Trail Plan.
The park is bordered by
Princeton
Road
and
Dartmouth Drive. Sidewalks provide pedestrian access
for local residents. The park consists of one small fenced
-in playground with spectator seating for the neighbors to
enjoy.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Repair and paint the fence.
i Paint the benches.
i Provide

playground safety surface and remove
unwanted vegetation.

i See

list item 62 in Section 9 for additional
recommendation to provided ADA compliant routes to
park facilities.

At the time of
this site visit,
the needed
maintenance of
the park made
it look less
inviting.

A short ADA
compliant
pathway would
make this
playground
accessible.
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SHEPHERD HILLS PARK
Large shade
trees provide a
place to cool
down in the
summer

AMENITIES

LOCATION

Picnic Pavilion (1)
Basketball Court (1)
Passive Open Space
Picnic Tables & Benches
Playground

1100 Eagle St.
Wescosville, PA 18106
1.53
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

months for
children using
the playground.

There are
numerous
elements in this
park that need
“fixing up”.

The basketball
court lines
should be
painted so
users no longer
have to draw
the lines
themselves.

22
B5

i Remove graffiti from

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This shady 1.53-acre mini-park is situated on Eagle
Street near Kart Drive at the edge of a neighborhood in
the north section of the Township. Four parcels (23, 82,
85 & 93) of Township-owned open space are connected
to the park, expanding the site by an additional 15.4
acres. The park is bounded by trees on three sides. A
post and rail fence protects park users from the street.
The facilities consist of the following: a playground, picnic
pavilion, and basketball court.
Based on aerial
photography, the basketball court does not appear to
comply with industry standards for orientation. Park rules
here are "carry in - carry out", since there are no trash
receptacles. Many items in the park are covered with
graffiti including the pavilion, broken picnic tables, and
basketball court. This park appears to be a “hang out” for
some of the local teens. Street parking is available on
Eagle Street however; this park is most likely accessed
by non-vehicular traffic most of the time.

all park facilities and
coat with anti-graffiti
coating.
i Repair roof shingles

on picnic pavilion.
i Repair broken picnic

tables.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Provide safety padding for the basketball backboard

poles and paint the court lines.
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3.5

OPEN SPACES

In addition to all Township parks, all known public open
space within the Township was identified, visited,
photographed and evaluated. In all, 79 publically owned
open space parcels totaling 462.8 acres were examined.
In order to observe, evaluate and document relevant
natural and man-made physical features first-hand, the
project
team
visited
each
Township-owned
parcel. Features such as primary land-use, natural
resource value (habitat, vegetative cover, riparian,
upland, etc.); man-made amenities, site location,
assumed service areas; and adequacy and ease of
access for motor vehicles, bicycles/pedestrians and
general ADA accessibility were documented.
Next, adjacent and abutting open space parcels were
grouped into 48 logical aggregate units and collectively
named based on location (i.e. subdivision, neighborhood,
adjacent parks, etc.). After consolidation and naming, the
Township-owned open spaces were mapped and
analyzed for environmental and ecological functions as
well as active/passive open space values and
connectivity to the community.

One or more of the below listed functions and values
categories were assigned to each of the open spaces for
analysis purposes:

This is an

Greenway Connected Open Space and/or
Flood Plain and Riparian Areas
334.63 Acres

maintenance

Stormwater Management Basins

60.09 Acres

Isolated Open Space
(and/or vacant, utilities, etc.)

17.62 Acres

Adjacent Connected Open Space

50.46 Acres

Total Township Owned Open Spaces =

462.8 Acres

The following pages contain a detailed listing of
opportunities and constraints for all of the evaluated
public open spaces. Evaluations and recommendations
are based on site visits during late summer and fall of
2012. The following analysis is sequenced in accordance
with the four categories listed above.

excellent
example of a
lownatural area.

Pictured here:
Penns Meadow

Riparian areas
provide habitat
for flora and
fauna and help
protect the
Township’s
stream
corridors.
Pictured here:
Creamery Park

Stormwater
basins are the
second largest
category of
open space in
the Township.
Pictured here:
Clearview
Manor
Stormwater
Basin
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OPEN SPACE—WITHIN
GREENWAY
Open spaces
within the
Greenway
include a
variety of land
cover types.
Pictured here:
Rolling Meadow
Estates Open
Spaces

Many open
spaces within
the Greenway
include riparian
corridors which
provide fishing
opportunities.
Pictured here:
Kratzer Farm

Trails through
naturalized
open space
provide

INTRODUCTION
There are 19 named open space groupings containing 35
parcels totaling 334.63 acres of Greenway Connected
Open Space, Floodplains and Riparian Natural
Areas. In addition, there are six (6) stormwater basin
parcels totaling 26.48 acres within the Greenway
boundary. Together, the aggregate of these parcels
includes some 361.11 acres of extremely important land
that is the focus of LMT's recreation, natural, cultural and
historic resource conservation and preservation planning
efforts.
All parcels within the boundary on the adopted Greenway
Plan are equally critical links in a continuous chain of
protected public lands. These diverse natural areas (and
stormwater basins) are important to preserving water
quality, flood control, riparian corridor wildlife habitat and
contiguous recreational open space access via the LMT
Greenway Trail. The 20 miles of conservation and
recreational greenway trails within the Swabia and Little
Lehigh Creek corridors are intended to physically connect
12 proposed trailheads in existing community and
neighborhood parks and open space.
A site specific detailed inventory, analysis and
recommendations narrative of each open space is
contained on the following pages.

opportunities
for
environmental
education.
Pictured here:
Penns Meadow
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Existing Land Use
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Spring Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
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x

Spring Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

7.03

x

55

Spring Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

4.46

x
x
30% 70%

x

Y

87

Spring Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

5.35
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x
75% 25%

x

Y

Wild Cherry Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062

3.90

Section 3

x

x

49

Page 3-54 Facilities & Open Space

x

x

x

Harris York Open Space

x

x

35.55

156 3-65

x

2.48

Pembrooke Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062

Graymoor Open Spaces

x

Y

52

3-64

On street parking

x
x
25% 75%

Number of accessible spaces

17.22

Farmington Hills
Open Space

Number of standard spaces

Spring Creek Road

25 3-62

Parking

Parking Lot

x
x
50% 50%

x

Walking Trails/Paths

9.27

Fishing

5341 Princeton Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

62 3-61 Danfield Run Open Space

x

Bike Racks

1.75

x

x

Trash Receptacles

PA Rt. 100,
Alburtis, PA 18011

Y

Picnic Tables

Creamery Park Open
Space

x

Passive Open Space

11 3-60

x

Grill

17.43

x

Located
within
Greenway
(Y/N)?

Benches

2066 Autumn Ridge Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

x

Miscellaneous
Facilities

Family Amenities

Woodland

Brookfield Open Space

Surface Waters

65
3-59
60

Riparian Area: Meadow

9.22

Riparian Area: Wooded

Sauerkraut Lane and
Mill Creek Road

Meadow

Brandywine Open
Space

Agricultural

166 3-58

x
x
25% 75%

Vacant Land (grayfield)

11.94

Natural Area

Spring Creek Road

Maintained Lawn

Ancient Oaks West Open
Space

Developed (structure on site)

Stormwater Basin (Natural)

Stormwater Basin (Mowed)

Tax Map Acreage

174 3-57
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Map Number

Township-Owned
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Space, Flood Plains and
Riparian Natural Areas

Natural Areas
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x

Brookside Rd.
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x
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x

Y

Indian Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

0.13

x

Y

5596 Indian Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

3.02

Indian Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

3.02

Grandy Ct.
Macungie, PA 18062

0.37

Willow Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062

8.48

203
129 3-68

LMT Campus
Open Spaces

130
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3-69
138
192
3-70
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LMT Annex
DPW Facility & SWB

Penns Meadow Open
Spaces

x
30%

x
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x
70%

Y

x

Y
x
x

x

Y

x
x
x
20% 80%

On street parking

8.12

Number of accessible spaces

187

Number of standard spaces

x

Parking Lot

Y

x

Fishing

x

Y

Bike Racks

x

x

Trash Receptacles

x
90%

Willow Lane
Macungie, PA 18062

Y

Picnic Tables

x
10%

Kratzer Farm

x

Passive Open Space

7.74

186 3-67

Y

Grill

x
90%

x

x

Benches

x
10%

x
x
25% 75%

Woodland

11.51

Surface Waters

179

Riparian Area: Meadow

x
90%

Riparian Area: Wooded

x
10%

Meadow

27.35

Agricultural

176

Vacant Land (grayfield)

x

Natural Area

2.50

45

Maintained Lawn

Lincoln Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062

3-66

Hills at Lockridge
Open Spaces

67

Located
within
Greenway
(Y/N)?

Walking Trails/Paths

Developed (structure on site)

Stormwater Basin (Natural)

Stormwater Basin (Mowed)

Tax Map Acreage
3.77

Analysis Page

Orchard Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

Map Number

Address

Township-Owned
Greenway Connected Open
Space, Flood Plains and
Riparian Natural Areas

Parking

x

x

Y
Y

x

Section 3

x
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Existing Land Use

Wild Cherry Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062

41.03

Wild Cherry Knoll Open
Space
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Y

x
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On street parking

2.59

Number of accessible spaces

Spring Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

Number of standard spaces

4.87

Parking

Parking Lot

Spring Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

The Landings Open
Spaces

Walking Trails/Paths

0.92

Fishing

Spring Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

Spring Creek Rd. /
Rt. 100 Open Space

Bike Racks

x

Trash Receptacles

x
30%

Picnic Tables

x
x
60% 10%

Passive Open Space

6.11

Y

Grill

2095 Rolling Meadow Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062

x

Located
within
Greenway
(Y/N)?

Benches

x

Rolling Meadow Estates
Open Spaces

Miscellaneous
Facilities

Family Amenities

Woodland

x
80%

Surface Waters

x
20%

Riparian Area: Meadow

1.63

Riparian Area: Wooded

Rolling Meadow Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062

Meadow

140 3-75

0.46

Agricultural

184

Riverbend Rd.
Allentown, PA 18103

Vacant Land (grayfield)

3-74

Developed (structure on site)

183

Riverbend Road
Open Space

Natural Area

198 3-73

Address

Maintained Lawn

189

Stormwater Basin (Natural)

3-72

Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
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Township-Owned
Greenway Connected Open
Space, Flood Plains and
Riparian Natural Areas

Tax Map Acreage

Analysis Page

Map Number

164 3-71

Natural Areas

x

x

x

Y

x
x
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Spring Creek Road
Macungie, PA 18062
11.94
Acres

Land use:

Map Number:
Map Location:

174
B3

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Meadow, Riparian Areas: Meadow &
Wooded, Surface Water
Amenities:
Passive Open Space, Fishing
Parking:
Off-street parking

ANCIENT OAKS WEST OPEN SPACE
The site’s large
lawn area
provides
opportunities
for passive
recreation.

pasture-like lawn areas separated by wooded riparian
vegetation along the little Lehigh Creek.
There is
vehicular access and limited gravel parking off of Spring
Creek Rd.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This open space is located between Aster Road and
Spring Creek Road, northeast of the intersection of
Trexlertown Road and Route 100 and is bounded by LMT
Greenway-designated privately owned parcels to the
east, west and south, and the Farmington Hills Open
Space to the north. The existing land use is designated
as a Natural Preservation Area on the adopted LMT
Greenway Plan and lies entirely within the 500-year
floodplain of the Little Lehigh Creek. Land cover of this
triangular shaped parcel is primarily rough mowed

Development of active recreation facilities on this site is
severely limited due to its low-lying, floodplain location.
Development is further restricted by poor soils and the
likely presence of valuable wetland ecosystems. This
riparian area provides wildlife habitat, water quality
functions, and temporary surface water storage and
conveyance during large storm events along the Little
Lehigh Creek.

A small gravel
lot allows
fishermen and
other users to
park on site.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Provide a paved multi-use trail, with appropriate green

infrastructure enhancements located as indicated in
the LMT Greenway Plan. The trail is identified as the
primary or alternate trail route in the Greenway Plan.

fishing and other informal activities.
i See

Section 9, list item 51 for
recommendation of a fishing access point.

additional

i Study the floodway to determine if it is feasible to

reduce mowed pasture areas and expand and
diversify meadow and riparian plant communities.
i Maintain gravel parking lot to provide access for
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BRANDYWINE OPEN SPACE
SPACE
This parcel is
located
adjacent to
Willow Lane

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Maintained Lawn
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Sauerkraut Lane & Mill
Creek Road
Macungie, PA 18062
9.22
Acres

Elementary

Map Number:
Map Location:

School and has
potential to be
used for
environmental
education
purposes.
The LMT
Greenway Trail
is proposed to
be routed
parallel to the
site, along
Sauerkraut
Lane.

166
C4

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Located in the southeast quadrant of the Mill Creek Road
and Sauerkraut Lane intersection, this mowed open
space is adjacent to the Willow Lane Elementary School
campus and the Brandywine parcel 21 stormwater
management basin. This open space and adjacent
stormwater basins are within the LMT Greenway Plan
boundary. A spur trail connecting the Willow Lane
Elementary School with the Little Lehigh Greenway was
proposed in the Greenway Plan.
This expansive, relatively flat, open parcel of land situated
near a busy intersection and new elementary school
seems to be underutilized and maintenance intensive in
its current condition.

function for the school.
i Restore the parcel in a similar fashion as Penns

Meadow with foot paths and interpretive signage.
i Add signage and a rest area for the Greenway Trail.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Expand the stormwater retention and conveyance

channel that runs between this parcel and the school
site into a rain garden and/or wetland habitat to
improve stormwater quality, educational and retention
functions.
i Develop this parcel to accommodate an ancillary
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

2066 Autumn Ridge Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
17.43
Acres

Land use:

Map Number:
Map Location:

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Riparian Area: Wooded, Surface Waters
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

60/65
C5

BROOKFIELD OPEN SPACE
Access to this
site is obscure.
Identification
signage would
help residents
recognize this
area as public

Trail. Additionally, the steep slopes and proximity to rear
yards prevent vehicular and more intensive active
recreation uses.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Follow LMT Greenway Plan recommendations for the

primary or alternate trail locations through this open
space area.
i Gradually expand wooded areas and/or meadow to

open space.

The Greenway
Trail is
proposed to be
routed through
this open
space.

reduce maintenance and mowing costs and to reduce
privacy concerns.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This open space is accessed through an unmarked,
narrow lawn area between two residential lots on Autumn
Ridge Road. The Little Lehigh Creek flows through the
site. Terrain adjacent to the Creek is wooded and steep
while areas closer to residences are more gently sloped
and maintained as mowed lawn.
Access is obscure and useful for pedestrians and
maintenance purposes only. Wooded areas are very
steep and the lawn areas at the rear of residences could
create privacy issues for the proposed LMT Greenway

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

It is
recommended
to increase the
wooded or
meadow areas
to reduce
mowing
requirements.
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CREAMERY PARK OPEN SPACE
SPACE
Creamery Park
Open Space as
viewed from
Route 100.

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Woodland
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

PA Route 100
Alburtis, PA 18011
1.75
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

11
B2

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

The Little
Lehigh Creek
flows through
the western end
of the site.

The majority of
the Creamery
Park Open
Space is
wooded.
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Parcel 11 is a small wooded open space bounded by
Route 100 to the northeast, Creamery Road to the
northwest, the Lehigh Temple Association to the
southeast, and private lands on the west and southwest.
The Little Lehigh Creek flows through the northwestern
portion of the site. Land cover is a dense stand of
riparian forest vegetation.
This parcel is a small, but important link for the primary
route of the Greenway Trail Plan. Its location in the 500year floodplain and in between Creamery/Quarry Parks
and Ancient Oaks West Parks is a key connection.
Additionally, the site is located at the intersection of the
proposed Route 100 secondary trail and the main spine
of the Greenway. Creamery Road is an alternative route
for the main Greenway Trail in this portion of the
Township. The site provides direct access to the Little
Lehigh Creek.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Parcel 11 is small and not suited for active recreation.

It should remain in forest riparian vegetation except as
noted.
i See

Section 9, list item 61 for
recommendation of trailhead facilities.

additional
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

5341 Princeton Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
9.27
Acres

Land use:

Map Number:
Map Location:

62
C5

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Riparian Area: Meadow & Wooded,
Surface Waters
Amenities:
Fishing
Parking:
N/A

characterized by meandering channels, eroded, undercut
banks and oxbows. The site appears to have ample
space to construct the proposed LMT Greenway Trail
along the upper edges of the forested/meadow riparian
zone. Streambank improvements could reduce erosion,
flooding and mowing costs.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
i Develop the Greenway Trail and Spring Ridge

Crossing Park in tandem.

DANFIELD RUN OPEN SPACE
Residential
properties abut
the Danfield
Run Open
Space.

The Little
Lehigh Creek
runs along the
northern edge
of the Danfield
Run Open
Space.

i Install vegetative and structural bank stabilization

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This open space provides a critical link between
Brookside Road and Spring Ridge Crossing Park and
follows the Little Lehigh Creek along the rear yards of the
Danfield neighborhood. The parcel is within the 500-year
floodplain. Residences in the Danfield neighborhood
overlook the corridor as the terrain slopes downward
toward the Creek. Land cover is equally divided between
mixed wooded/meadow riparian vegetation and mowed
lawn behind the residences.

measures (BMP’s), combined with expansion of
forest/meadow plant communities.
i Evaluate the bridge at Brookside Road to make sure it

is structurally sound and does not impede water flow.
If it does, replacement should be a priority.

Mixed wooded/
meadow
riparian
vegetation adds
to the appeal of
this natural
area.

The floodway in this section of the Little Lehigh Creek is
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FARMINGTON HILLS OPEN
OPEN SPACE
Woodlands in
the Farmington
Hills Open
Space create a
beneficial
riparian buffer

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

Spring Creek Road
Macungie, PA 18062
17.22
Acres

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Meadow, Riparian Area: Meadow &
Wooded, Surface Waters
Amenities:
Passive Open Space, Fishing
Parking:
Off-street parking

along the Little
Lehigh Creek.

A mowed lawn
area along
Spring Creek
Road provides
opportunities
for passive
recreation.

The LMT
Greenway is
proposed to be
routed through
this site.

Map Number:
Map Location:

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This open space is located adjacent to Ancient Oaks
West Open Space and lies entirely within the 500-year
floodplain of the Little Lehigh Creek. Land cover of this
irregularly shaped parcel is approximately 25% rough
mowed pasture-like lawn and 75% wooded riparian
vegetation along both banks of the little Lehigh Creek.
The majority of site has severe limitations for active
recreation development due to its low-lying, active
floodplain location, poor soils and the potential presence
of valuable riparian wetlands ecosystems. Valuable
temporary surface water storage and conveyance during
high-water storm events along the Little Lehigh Creek is
provided by this riparian corridor area. Valuable wildlife
habitat and water quality functions and values are also
provided by this site.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Provide a paved multi-use trail, with appropriate green

infrastructure enhancements located where identified
in the LMT Greenway Plan as the primary trail route.
i Complete a floodway study to determine if reduced
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25
B3

mowing and increased diversification of riparian plant
communities is feasible.
i Provide low-impact off-road vehicular access for

maintenance and security.
i Provide pedestrian access for seasonal use to the

interior of the site and the Little Lehigh Creek for
fishing.
i Install vegetative and structural bank stabilization

measures (BMP’s), combined with expansion of
forest/meadow plant communities to reduce bank
erosion, flooding and mowing costs.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Spring Creek Road
Macungie, PA 18062
43.90
Acres

Land use:
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Meadow, Riparian Area: Meadow &
Woodland
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

24/28/29
B3

This open space consists of parcels 24, 28 & 29 and
extends from west to north adjacent to the southerly side
of Spring Creek Road. The open space begins near
Spring Creek Rd.'s intersection with Hillcrest Drive on the
west and terminates near Cherry Lane across Spring
Creek Rd. from Spring Creek Estates Park. The existing
land use is designated as a Natural Preservation Area on
the adopted LMT Greenway Plan. The open space
property lies entirely within the Little Lehigh Creek's 500year. The existing land cover is primarily rough mowed

Meadow,
woodlands, and
riparian areas
make up the
majority of
these open
spaces.

pasture-like areas separated by wooded and meadow
riparian vegetation that contains both wetland and upland
plant communities. Surface water drainage from the
residential area enters the open space from the north at
several points.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FOUR SEASONS FARMINGTON OPEN SPACES

The majority of the site has severe limitations for
extensive active recreation development due to its lowlying, active floodplain location. Poor soils and the likely
presence of valuable riparian wetlands ecosystems
further restrict development options. This riparian corridor
area provides valuable temporary surface water storage
and conveyance during storm high-water events along
the Little Lehigh Creek. This open space offers valuable
wildlife habitat and water quality functions and values.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Provide a paved multi-use trail with appropriate green

infrastructure enhancements to protect the riparian
values noted above. The trail should be located
where shown in the LMT Greenway Plan.
i Work

with the Four Seasons at Farmington
community, on a shared use/maintenance agreement
for their existing trail as an alternative route option for

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

The extent of
the riparian
buffer in these
open spaces
varies from well
developed to
almost nonexistent in
some areas.

the LMT Greenway Trail.
i Study the floodway to determine if it is feasible to

reduce mowed pasture areas and expand and
diversify meadow, and riparian plant communities.
i Provide low-impact and unimproved off-road vehicular

access areas for maintenance, security and seasonal
fishing access to the interior of the site and the Little
Lehigh Creek.

Section 3

Facilities & Open Space Page 3-63

GRAYMOOR OPEN SPACES
Riparian areas
and potential
wetland
ecosystems are
found
throughout the

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

Pembrooke Dr.
Spring Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
52.39
Acres
Map Number:
52/49/
55/87
Map Location: B4

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Meadow, Riparian Area: Meadow &
Wooded
Amenities:
Passive Open Space
Parking:
N/A

Graymoor
Open Spaces.

The Little
Lehigh Creek
flows through
the Graymoor
Open Spaces.

The Greenway
Trail will
provide access
to a variety of
passive
recreational
opportunities in
this area
including
fishing,
picnicking, etc.
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INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
The Graymoor Open Space is a continuation of the Little
Lehigh Creek floodplain and a compilation of parcels 52,
49, 55 and 87, situated downstream and east of the
Farmington Hills Open Space. Land cover consists of
wooded, scrub-shrub and meadow riparian vegetation
adjacent to the Little Lehigh Creek. Terrain gently slopes
toward the Creek from Spring Creek Road.
Similar to many of the open spaces within the Greenway,
development of active recreation facilities on this site is
limited due to its low-lying floodplain location, poor soils,
and potential wetland ecosystems. This riparian area
provides wildlife habitat, water quality functions, and
temporary surface water storage and conveyance during
large storm events along the Little Lehigh Creek.

i Provide simple trail-side improvements such as

locational and directional signage due to frequent
flooding and sensitive ecology in this open space.
i Provide limited low-impact off-road vehicular access

for maintenance and security.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Provide a paved multi-use trail, with appropriate green

infrastructure enhancements.
The recommended
location is identified as the primary route in the LMT
Greenway Plan.
Alternate routes adjacent to
Rutherford Drive and Pembroke Drive are also
identified in the Plan.

i Provide pedestrian access to the interior of the site

and the Little Lehigh Creek for fishing.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Wild Cherry Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
3.90
Acres

Land use:
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Riparian Area: Meadow & Wooded,
Surface Waters
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

156
C5
deck. Poor soils and the likely presence of valuable
riparian wetlands ecosystems restrict any development of
this parcel, and although it is part of the LMT Greenway,
no trails or other improvements are proposed for this
open space.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i No development is recommended.

HARRIS YORK OPEN SPACE
The Harris York
Open Space is
entirely
composed of
natural areas.

The Little
Lehigh Creek
flows along the
south side of
the open space.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Harris York Open Space is a triangular shaped sliver of
active floodplain land near the eastern border of the
natural areas in Spring Ridge Crossing Park. Land cover
is primarily wooded, with meadow riparian plant
communities on shallowly sloped terrain.
The Wild Cherry Lane Bridge abutments have been
fortified with large boulders. This heavy engineering
treatment indicates frequent high water flows and
velocities that cause major streambank erosion. Further,
high water flows may occasionally over-top the bridge
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The boulder
fortification of
the Wild Cherry
Lane Bridge
abutments,
indicates a
previous
problem with
erosion due to
high velocity
flows.
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HILLS AT LOCKRIDGE OPEN SPACES
Aside from the
mowed rights-of
-way, these
parcels are
largely forested.

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

Orchard Rd. & Lincoln Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062
6.27
Acres

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Woodland
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

67/45
C2

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Recreational
development of
these wooded
parcels is not
recommended.

These two somewhat isolated parcels are adjacent to
active recreation areas of the Hills at Lockridge Park.
Land cover is predominately forest, but areas in the rights
-of-way for Orchard Rd. and Lincoln Dr. are mowed
regularly.
Since the site is heavily wooded, has rolling terrain and is
separated from the Hills at Lockridge Park by Orchard
Rd. and Lincoln Dr., potential development of this open
space is limited.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Recreational development of this open space is not

recommended.
i Recommend only passive open space use of this site.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Willow Lane
Macungie, PA 18062
85.05
Acres

Land use:

Natural Area
Agricultural
Natural Areas: Riparian Area: Wooded, Surface Waters,
Woodland
Map Number:
Amenities:
Community Gardens, Fishing
176/179/186/187/188 Parking:
N/A
Map Location: B4/C4
other is a gated narrow concrete bridge over the Little
Lehigh Creek, which serves the Township’s yard-waste
facility. The farm is bounded on two sides by the Little
Lehigh Creek, which has a narrow riparian buffer along
approximately 80% of this reach. As an important
component of the LMT Greenway Trail, the farm has
been identified as the preferred location for the primary
trail route adjacent to the Little Lehigh Creek, a trailhead,
and one of the alternate trail alignments adjacent to the
Rolling Meadows Estates Open Space.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
The 85-acre Kratzer Farm is an open space composed of
five parcels. On-site structures include a barn, several
out buildings and a ranch house that is leased as a
private residence. The farm is located between the
Willow Lane and Rolling Meadows Estates Open Spaces.
Current land use/cover is for agriculture production, most
of which is corn. The Township also uses portions of the
farm for its yard-waste composting facility. There are two
entrances to the farm, both from Willow Lane: one is a
paved driveway servicing the ranch house and barn, the

Kratzer Farm is symbolic of the complex paradoxes
facing the Township, as land development pressures
continue to alter its historically rural landscape. This
small farm site seems quite well-suited to its historic
agricultural use even though ever-rising land values,
surrounding land development and increasing demands
for new infrastructure will surely overwhelm its rural
context. If Kratzer Farm is to remain a viable agricultural
use, the Township must have a well-developed plan for
the property. Kratzer Farm Open Space is a critical
central link in the LMT Greenway corridor and as such, its
ultimate disposition should accommodate that important
function.
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KRATZER FARM
The majority of
this site is
currently being
used for corn
production.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Preserve adequate open space to accommodate the

LMT Greenway, trail and trailhead facilities as the
highest priority.
i Increase the width and diversity of the riparian buffers

to protect stream water quality.
i Consider creating a sustainable retail farming option

by a non-profit agency.
i Consider use of the site to support the Greenway,

parks and road maintenance and other Township
services or operations.
i See list items 51 and 68 in Section 9 for additional

recommendations including a fishing access point,
Master Site Plan, and potential uses for the buildings
on site.
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LMT CAMPUS OPEN SPACES
Parcel 203
provides
opportunities
for passive
activities such

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

Brookside Road
Indian Creek Road
Macungie, PA 18062
3.80
Acres
Map Number:
203/
129/130
Map Location: D4

Natural Area
Vacant Land (Grayfield)
Natural Areas: Riparian Area: Wooded
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

as fishing and
bird watching.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Assess the property value and sell the lots as a single

family residential lot or

PARCELS 129/130 INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
These adjoining small parcels are vacant residential lots
situated between two existing residences. They share a
common boundary with the Township Campus to the
north and the Department of Public Works Complex
across the street to the south. Current land cover is lawn
in the rear and a deteriorating gravel drive entrance along
the street frontage. The driveway is on the north side of
Indian Creek Road, offset from the driveway entrance to
the compost area.
The narrow, rectangular parcels are sandwiched between
two important Township-owned facilities, awkwardly
located in the middle of the block between two
residences. At some point, these parcels might function
as a direct pedestrian and/or vehicular connection
between the LMT Campus and the DPW Complex;
however their mid-block location poses some pedestrian
safety and vehicular traffic engineering issues.
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i Assess the property value, split and sell the lots to the

adjacent landowners or
i Provide direct pedestrian trail/crosswalk connection

between the LMT Campus and the DPW Complex or
i Provide direct vehicular access to connect the LMT

Campus and the DPW Complex

PARCEL 203 INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This open space is located adjacent to the northern
boundary of the LMT Municipal Campus along Brookside
Road. It lies entirely within the Swabia Creek’s 500-year
floodplain. The primary land cover on this irregularshaped parcel is riparian forest with mixed understory
scrub/shrub and meadow plant communities.

south side of the creek corridor.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Maintain this parcel as natural area open space.
i Allow passive open space recreational use only

(fishing, bird watching, etc.).

Due to its location within the Swabia Creek floodplain, this
parcel is only suitable for passive open space use. This
open space is identified in the Greenway Plan as a
conservation natural area. The primary trail alignment is
proposed to traverse the adjacent LMT Campus on the
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Indian Creek Road
Macungie, PA 18062
6.04
Acres

Land use:

Map Number:
Map Location:

Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Developed (Structure on Site)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
Off-street parking

124/138
D4

Parcel 124 contains the 3.02 acre LMT yard waste dropoff area and a stormwater basin while the adjoining
Parcel 138 contains the 3.02 acre LMT DPW offices,
equipment yard and storage facilities. When both parcels
are viewed as one, the land cover is 75% bituminous or
concrete pavement and 25% mowed lawn. Much of the
lawn area is contained within the yard waste facility’s
stormwater basin, while the DPW parcel has lawn along
the sides of the building and its road frontage. The lawn
areas are located along the external boundaries of the

The stormwater
basin is
currently
entirely mowed.
Reduced
mowing will
help reduce

parcels and areas that are in public view. There are
mixed evergreen and deciduous trees planted on the
external boundaries of the stormwater basin and some
landscaping in front of the DPW building.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

LMT ANNEX DPW FACILITY
FACILITY & SWB

Considering the demanding mission and operational
requirements of these facilities, their external appearance
is well managed. Most equipment and material storage is
kept to the rear of the structure. The stormwater basin
screen plantings buffer the yard waste facility from public
view. On the day of the project team’s visit the yard
waste/compost area was very busy with residents and
business traffic relatively constant. The DPW facility was
also bustling with activity.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Reduce mowing areas of the stormwater basin that

are not prominent in the public view.
i Restore/rejuvenate the planter landscaping at the

front of the DPW building.

maintenance
time and costs.

LMT
Department of
Public Works
complex.

construct a driveway on Parcels 129, 130 to make a
direct connection to the LMT Municipal Campus.
i Over time and as they become available, acquire

additional residential properties along the north side of
Indian Creek Rd. to allow expansion and reduce
potential noise/dirt issues with neighbors.

i Add street trees along Indian Creek Rd. in front of the

DPW parcel.
i If deemed valuable to increase operational efficiency,
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PENNS MEADOW OPEN SPACES
The wood chip
trail traversing
Parcel 196
allows residents
to enjoy the

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

Grandy Ct.
Willow Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
8.85
Acres

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Meadow, Surface Waters, Woodland
Amenities:
Passive Open Space, Walking Trail/Path
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

natural area.

192/196
C4

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Determine if the primary or alternate trail route will be

implemented in this area of the Greenway.
The naturalized
area in Parcel
196 can be
used as a
template for
other areas in
the Township.

PARCEL 192 INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcel 192 is a narrow, linear corridor 0.37 acre in size.
A small portion of this lot is within the Greenway, and is
perhaps an old right-of-way. It is currently vacant land.
The parcel is land-locked by surrounding private
ownership. The Greenway’s alternate trail route was
proposed to use this parcel to provide access between
Willow Lane and Autumn Ridge Road.
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i If the alternate trail route is not implemented, the

Township should consider the best use for this parcel
and not spend money maintaining this parcel.

PARCEL 196 INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
The LMT Greenway Plan designates Parcel 196 as a
conservation and natural area, but it is not included in the
greenway trail network.
Land cover is primarily
restoration plantings containing meadows, tree and shrub
plantings and maintained lawn along the site’s perimeter
near sidewalks. The parcel also includes a stormwater
management facility and a wood chip trail network with
interpretative signage.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Continue passive recreation uses.
i Involve

Willow Lane Elementary
environmental education.

students

in

The Penns Meadow Open Space is in close proximity to
Willow Lane Elementary school and could offer viable
opportunities for environmental education. This restored
open space is a fine example of a low-maintenance
natural area and can become a template for use
throughout the Township.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Riverbend Road
Allentown, PA 18103
0.46
Acres

Land use:
Maintained Lawn
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
Fishing
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

RIVERBEND ROAD OPEN SPACE
This site is
largely
composed of
mowed lawn
along the Little

164
D6

Lehigh Creek.

enjoyment. There are likely conflicts between private and
public uses.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Install riparian buffer along the Creek or
i Sell to the adjacent landowner or

Site as viewed
from Riverbend
Road. Public

i Transfer ownership to Wildlands Conservancy.

access to the

i Regardless of eventual ownership, a riparian buffer

readily visually

should be installed or recommended along the Creek.

site is not
apparent.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcel 164 is very small open space of maintained lawn
and ornamental landscape adjacent residences along the
Little Lehigh Creek. It is very close to one residence and
garage and so similarly landscaped and maintained as to
appear to part of the residential property. The land cover
is a manicured landscape of trees, shrubs, groundcovers
and mowed lawn.
This parcel appears to be well maintained and used by
adjacent residents. There is no area for public parking or
clear access, nor is their adequate room for public use or
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ROLLING MEADOW ESTATES OPEN SPACES
The Rolling
Meadow
Estates Open
Spaces are
maintenance
heavy due to

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

Rolling Meadow Drive
Macungie, PA 18062
7.73
Acres

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Agricultural
Natural Areas: Meadow, Woodland
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

the extent of
mowing.

A hedgerow
adjacent to the
utility lines
separates these
open spaces
from Kratzer
Farm.

The utility
company
maintains the
area under their
lines as
meadow.
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Map Number:
Map Location:

189/190
B4

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcels 189 and 190 are abutting parcels that share
common boundaries with Kratzer Farm to the east and
north, and the back yards of residences that front on
Rolling Meadow Drive. Access to the open space is via
Rolling Meadow Drive. Land cover includes narrow areas
of maintained lawn at the rear of residences and along
the Rolling Meadow Drive right-of-way. The majority of
the open space is maintained as meadow under the
overhead utility lines that traverse the site, and a
hedgerow along the border with Kratzer Farm fields.
The LMT Greenway Plan shows the primary trail route
along the Little Lehigh Creek downslope on Kratzer Farm,
but an alternate trail route (on Kratzer Farm) is indicated
adjacent to the utility corridor. The electric utility company
manages and maintains the area under their lines as
meadow to prevent encroachment by trees that would
obstruct access or possibly damage their facilities. Either
the Township or the adjoining residents are maintaining
lawn areas.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Reduce mowing area to reduce maintenance costs.
i Maintain the utility corridor as meadow.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Spring Creek Road
Macungie, PA 18062
0.92
Acres

Land use:
Vacant Land (Grayfield)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

198
A3

SPRING CREEK RD./RT. 100 OPEN SPACE
The portion of
the parcel not
being used as a
staging area is
mowed lawn.

At the time of
this report, this
parcel was
being used as a
staging area.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
At time of the project team’s visit this narrow sliver of
open space was being used as a staging area for
construction on Spring Creek Road. The parcel is
designated as a conservation natural area in the LMT
Greenway Plan; however, it will require vegetative
stabilization and several growing seasons before it can
fully achieve this function.

Railroad tracks
run along the
east side of this
parcel.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Stabilize and naturalize.
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THE LANDINGS OPEN SPACE
Cornfields on
the western end
of Parcel 183
lie adjacent to
Mill Creek

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

Spring Creek Road
Macungie, PA 18062
7.46
Acres

Maintained Lawn
Agricultural
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
Walking Trails/Path
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

Road.

183/184
B4

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Reduced
mowing of the
eastern end of
Parcel 183
would help
reduce
maintenance
time and costs.

Parcel 183 is a 4.87 acre linear parcel bounded by Lehigh
Commons Senior Living Center to the north and Spring
Creek Road to the south. The land cover on the western
half of this parcel is cultivated corn field while the eastern
half is maintained as manicured lawn. Parcel 184 is 2.59
acres in area and lies to the west, just across Mill Creek
Road. Land cover is manicured lawn. An asphalt path
runs along a portion of the north and eastern borders of
the parcel.
Both open spaces are predominately
maintained by the Township as expansive manicured
lawns.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Parcel 184 is
maintained as
mowed lawn.

i Lease both parcels for agriculture use or
i Decrease mowing over time and allow land to

transition to old field-forest land cover or
i Stop

mowing entirely except as needed along
Township rights-of-way.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Wild Cherry Lane
Macungie, PA 18062
41.03
Acres

Land use:
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Riparian Area: Wooded, Surface Waters,
Woodland
Amenities:
Fishing
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

140
D5
planned to follow both creek corridors. The site is also a
large, diverse and ecologically important riparian area
that contributes diverse wildlife habitat, contributes to
stormwater quality and provides valuable flood water
storage and conveyance services.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Protect and conserve this parcel.

WILD CHERRY KNOLL OPEN
OPEN SPACE
The majority of
the Wild Cherry
Knoll Open
Space is
naturalized.

This open
space is
designated as a
Green Growth
Zone.

i Follow the recommendations described in the LMT

Greenway Plan.
i See

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This large natural area includes the confluence of the
Little Lehigh and Swabia Creeks and lies almost
exclusively within the 500-year floodplain. Land cover is
95% riparian forest, scrub/shrub and/or meadow plant
communities. Only areas along the Willow Lane right-ofway and to the rear of the townhouses fronting on Valley
Stream Lane are maintained in lawn. This open space is
designated as a Green Growth Zone.

list item 51 in Section 9 for additional
recommendation to use the site as a fishing access
point.
This open
space provides
valuable flood
water storage
during large
rain events.

The Wild Cherry Knoll open space is an important
juncture for the proposed LMT Greenway Trail that is
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STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT BASINS
This completely
mowed
stormwater
basin is
surrounded by
dense
plantings.
Pictured here:
Brookside
Farms SWB

The partially
mowed Corrado
Homes
stormwater
basin has a
vegetated
bottom.

An example
un-mowed
stormwater
basin.

Pictured here:
East Texas
Park SWB
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INTRODUCTION
The abundance of newer subdivisions within the
Township means an equally abundant number of
stormwater basins (SWB’s) have been constructed in
recent years. Many of these SWB’s are now owned and
maintained by LMT.
In fact, LMT owns, operates and maintains over 60 acres
of stormwater facilities on 22 parcels, (Note: these figures
do not include the nine basins in the Hills at Lockridge
Community Park). Six of the basins are located within the
designated boundary of the LMT Greenway. As “green
spaces”, these parcels are extremely important to the
health, safety and welfare of Township residents by
controlling stormwater and reducing stormwater related
flood damage to public infrastructure, private property,
riparian habitat corridors and down-stream communities
and environments. They also align with the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection’s emphasis on
the MS4 program, which stresses water quality.
With the exception of the East Texas Park, Beaumont at
Brookside #56, Corrado Homes, Graymoor, Lamplighter
and Lehigh Crossing SWB’s, the majority of basins are
entirely maintained as mowed lawn. The basins that are
not fully mowed have mowed side slopes and vegetated
bottoms. Other than Lamplighter and Clearview Manor
SWB’s, all basins are enclosed by either a perimeter
chain-link fence or a split-rail fence with mesh. In addition
to the fence, the majority of basins are completely
enclosed by dense buffer plantings of mixed evergreen
and deciduous trees and shrubs.

In general, the three types of Stormwater Basins found
within LMT, include:
i Completely Mowed Basins
i Partially Mowed Basins
i Un-mowed Basins

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS
Following are general recommendations for the SWB’s
maintained by LMT:
i When feasible, low-flow channels should be removed

and basin bottoms should be allowed to develop a
cover of herbaceous native plants.
i To reduce maintenance and mowing costs, LMT

should stop mowing the entire basin area inside the
perimeter fencing. This simple change will save LMT
significant money currently spent on maintenance and
increase habitat value.
i Mow once a year to prevent woody vegetation from

growing.
i Keep a mowed access strip from gates to the overflow

spillway.
Stormwater basin design is based on localized site
conditions and engineering requirements. Thus, each
basin must be reviewed by the Township Engineer before
any proposed maintenance changes are implemented.
For example, the Engineer should assess how the
recommendations stated above, may impact storage
capacity, SWB sub-base, requirements of any permits,
water quality, and overflow structures.
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Existing Land Use

On street parking

Number of accessible spaces

Number of standard spaces

Parking Lot

Walking Trails/Paths

Fishing

0.62

x

Y

Sauterne Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062

2.78

x

Y

111 3-83

Brookside Farms
SWB

Sauerkraut Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062

3.39

x

Y

123 3-84

Clearview Manor
SWB

S Hedgerow Dr.
Allentown, PA 18103

1.59

x

N

115 3-85

Corrado Homes
SWB

Hidden Valley Rd.
Allentown, PA 18103

3.36

122 3-86

East Texas Park
SWB

Covenant Ct.
Allentown, PA 18106

4.00

41 3-87

Farmington Hills
SWB

Periwinkle Ct.
Macungie, PA 18062

3.81

86 3-88

Graymoor
SWB

Sauerkraut Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062

1.71

80 3-89

Hamilton Fields
SWB

Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18106

2.38
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Bike Racks

Sauerkraut Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062

x

Trash Receptacles

Y

x
x
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Picnic Tables

x

x

Passive Open Space
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x

Parking

Y

Mill Creek Rd.
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x
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Grill
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within
Greenway
(Y/N)?

Benches
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Surface Waters
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Riparian Area: Meadow
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Y
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x
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5.03

Vacant Land (grayfield)
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N
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56

Developed (structure on site)

Sunflower Ln.
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x

Natural Area

Beaumont at Brookside
SWB's

2.13

Maintained Lawn
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Stormwater Basin (Natural)
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Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
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Facilities
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Map Number

Township-Owned
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N
N
N
N
N
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Existing Land Use

x
80%
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Lehigh Crossing
SWB

Red Oak Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062

3.81

x
x
40% 60%

Fritch Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062
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x

N

Stein Way
Macungie, PA 18062
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x

N

Fresh Meadow Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062
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x

N
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Spring Creek Estates
SWB's
Winding Brook
SWB
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On street parking
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Space & SWB
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Sunflower Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
8.92 Acres

Land use:

Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Stormwater Basin (Natural)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number: 51/54/56
Map Location: B3
SWB’s. The majority of the SWB is mowed; however a
central strip (approximately 30’ wide) is left un-mowed.
The site has a perimeter chain-link fence with minimal
buffer screening. In the NE corner of the SWB, two small
basins capture water first, prior to release into the main
linear SWB swale.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Remove the low-flow channels in these basins to

increase their capacity to provide other useful
functions.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcel 51 is a large linear basin along Sunflower Lane. It
starts at the intersection of Chablis Lane and extends
westward. The basin has a perimeter chain-link fence
with a partial evergreen buffer on all sides (thin along
Sunflower Lane). The entire basin is mowed. A spillway
channel empties into an abutting agricultural field. A
concrete swale transects the entire basin and directs
water to the overflow. Water enters the SWB at two
locations defined by rip rap dissipaters.

i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

BEAUMONT AT BROOKSIDE SWBS
A low-flow
channel runs
the length of
the basin on
parcel 51.

As seen on
parcel 54, there
is minimal
buffering
between the
stormwater
basins and
adjacent
residences.

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species

The basins on
parcels 54 and
56 are
connected
beneath
Sunflower
Lane.

Parcels 54 and 56 are two hydrologically connected linear
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BRANDYWINE STORMWATER BASINS
The stormwater
basin on parcel
18 is located
close to the

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Mill Creek Rd., Sauerkraut Ln., Sauterne Dr.
Macungie, PA
14.25 Acres
Map Number:
21/
18/20
Map Location: C3

adjacent
residences.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

The entirety of
the stormwater
basin on parcel
20 is mowed.

Parcel 20 is adjacent to the SWB on Parcel 54. With the
exception of the emergency spillway, the SWB is
surrounded by a dense thicket of evergreen trees. The
SWB has one primary inlet and a partially naturalized
rock energy dissipater. The overflow enters into the SWB
on Parcel 21, which is best characterized as a long,
linear, mowed swale that directs water toward the Little
Lehigh Creek.
Parcel 18 is a small SWB, surrounded by dense
evergreen trees and tucked into a curve along Mill Creek
Road. It is in close proximity to surrounding homes.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Remove the low-flow channels in these basins to

The stormwater
basin on parcel
21 is a long,
linear basin
located
adjacent to the
Willow Lane
Elementary
School.
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increase their capacity to provide other useful
functions.
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas in the linear swale in SWB #21,
reducing
maintenance
costs
and
improving
stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

BROOKSIDE FARMS STORMWATER BASIN

LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Sauerkraut Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
3.39 Acres

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

Large
maintained
basin with
perimeter fence
and buffer.

111
C4

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Because of its proximity to residential development

and distance from other recreation fields, this SWB
can be utilized as an alternate sports field during good
weather.
i Alternatively,

stop

mowing

and

let

the

basin

Evergreen
buffer strip
around basin.

naturalize.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
SWB #111 is a rectangular basin at the intersection of
Sauerkraut and Willow Lanes. It has a perimeter split rail
fence with mesh and an evergreen buffer. It is mowed
and has three defined inlet locations. The emergency
overflow spillway is directed toward the abutting utility
ROW and away from the 10 houses surrounding the
basin on the south and east sides. This SWB can be
accessed by the trail along Willow Lane.

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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CLEARVIEW MANOR STORMWATER BASIN
Maintained
basin adjacent
to Prater Park.

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

S. Hedgerow Dr.
Allentown, PA 18103
1.59 Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

123
B6

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Stormwater
basin overflow
channel and
structures.

Parcel #123 abuts Prater Park. It is a maintained and
mowed basin that extends in a linear fashion from S.
Hedgerow Drive, north to N. Hedgerow Drive. There is
not a perimeter fence and the random pockets of trees
near the basin give it a more park-like setting. Due to the
proximity of this SWB, a portion of the basin may be able
to provide a dual-function of stormwater retention and an
alternate location for active recreation space during good
weather.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Hidden Valley Rd.
Allentown, PA 18103
3.36 Acres

Land use:

Map Number:
Map Location:

Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Stormwater Basin (Natural)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

115
C6

CORRADO HOMES STORMWATER BASIN
Stormwater
basin with
perimeter
fence, partial
buffer, mowed
edges and
naturalized

RECOMMENDATIONS

interior.

i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.

This stormwater
basin is
adjacent to the
rear of several
homes.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This SWB is at the intersection of Hidden Valley Road
and Lisa Lane and adjacent to the eastern edge of I-476.
It has a perimeter split rail fence with mesh fence and a
minimal buffer nearest the three homes along the
northeastern side of the basin. The slopes are mowed,
whereas, the basin bottom is not.

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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EAST TEXAS PARK STORMWATER BASIN
Partially
maintained
stormwater
basin with

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (Natural)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Covenant Ct.
Allentown, PA 18106
4.00 Acres

perimeter

Map Number:
Map Location:

fence. The
utility corridor is
evident.

The partially
maintained
stormwater
basin is along a
subdivision
access road.

122
B5

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
The East Texas Park SWB is located between Covenant
Court, Shiloh Road and E. Texas Road. A utility corridor
passes through the center of the basin. The SWB has a
perimeter split rail fence with mesh and an evergreen
buffer with a few gaps. The SWB is partially mowed
(perhaps a few times a year) with several pockets that are
more natural and un-mowed.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Further reduce or eliminate mowing and allow natural
One of the
more
naturalized
areas within the
basin.
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vegetation to replace lawn areas, reducing
maintenance costs and improving stormwater
infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Periwinkle Ct.
Macungie, PA 18062
3.81 Acres

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

FARMINGTON HILLS STORMWATER BASIN
An evergreen
buffer and
fence separates
the stormwater
basin from

41
B3

adjacent
residences.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.
i Alternatively, LMT can use the SWB to provide a dual-

function of stormwater retention and as an alternate
sports field during good weather. If this is the case,
mowing of the basin should continue.

The basin’s
spillway
empties into the
adjacent
agricultural
field.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This large rectangular SWB is located behind homes
along Silvano Drive, Moonbeam Lane and Periwinkle
Court. This is a mowed basin with three inlets, a
perimeter fence and evergreen buffer. The spillway
empties into an adjacent agricultural field.

Mowing of the
basin should be
reduced, or the
basin could be
used as an
alternate sports
field during
good weather.

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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GRAYMOOR STORMWATER BASIN
Though
pictured in a
recently mowed
state, the

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Sauerkraut Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
1.71 Acres

bottom of the

Map Number:
Map Location:

stormwater
basin is starting
to naturalize.

Further
reduction of
mowing will
help to alleviate
maintenance
costs for the
Township.

86
B3

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This elliptical SWB parallels Sauerkraut Lane and is
located behind homes along Pembrooke Drive. The side
slopes are mowed; however, the basin bottom is unmowed and natural. The SWB has a perimeter fence,
three inlets with rock energy dissipaters, a partial
evergreen screen and a check dam in the center. The
stormwater controls within the basin limit the possibility of
a dual-function of stormwater retention and active
recreation space.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18106
2.38 Acres

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

HAMILTON FIELDS STORMWATER BASIN
A chain link
fence
surrounds the
basin.

80
C6

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.

The stormwater
basin is
buffered from
adjacent
residences by
an evergreen
screen.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
SWB #80 is a mowed, rectangular basin located along
Hamilton Boulevard. Residences abut the basin to the
south and east and a gas station is on the west. The
basin has five inlets, a chain link perimeter fence, and a
thick evergreen buffer. There are active recreation
opportunities available at the nearby Wescosville and
East Texas Parks.

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

The stormwater
basin overflow
is located
adjacent to the
road.
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HERITAGE HEIGHTS STORMWATER BASINS
The large
maintained
stormwater
basin on Parcel

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Heritage Dr.
Weilers Rd.
Alburtis, PA 18011
2.96 Acres

3 is surrounded

Map Number:
Map Location:

by chain-link
fence.

3/32
A2

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

The small,
linear
stormwater
detention swale
on Parcel 32 is
surround by
chain-link fence
and an
evergreen
screen

SWB #3 is a large maintained and mowed SWB at the
intersection of Weilers Road and Creamery Road. It has
two inlets, a perimeter chain-link fence and a partial
evergreen screen.
SWB #32 is a small, mowed, rectangular basin at the
intersection of Heritage Drive and Spring Creek Road. It
has a chain-link fence and a dense, thick evergreen
screen along the residential, northern side and along the
Spring Creek Road side. Creamery Park is adjacent to
the parcel and provides ample recreation opportunities for
the residents.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Meadow Ln.
Lower Macungie Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
6.96 Acres

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

HIDDEN VALLEY STORMWATER BASINS
The stormwater
basin on Parcel
127 is
completely
screened by an

127/136
C5

evergreen
buffer.

fence with mesh and a partial buffer along residences.
There may be an opportunity to connect these basins via
a trail to Wild Cherry Park.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality and
providing a place for passive recreation like bird
watching.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcel 127 is located at the intersection of Promise Lane
and Meadow Lane. It contains a SWB with a very thick
evergreen buffer. The basin has four inlets, is maintained
and mowed and has some pockets of naturalization
confined to the rip rap dissipater areas.

incursion of woody plant species.

A large
maintained
stormwater
basin on Parcel
136 has a
wooden
perimeter fence
and evergreen
screen.

i An alternate use for the SWB’s include overflow

athletic fields during good weather. Continue mowing
if athletic use is desired.

Parcel 136 contains two expansive, mowed SWB’s. The
parcel is located along Lower Macungie Road and
accessible along Southampton Road. The large basin
along the eastern side has three inlets and the western
basin has two inlets. Both have a perimeter wooden

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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LAMPLIGHTER VILLAGE OPEN SPACE & SWB
The perimeter
of stormwater
basin is
naturalized
while the

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

Lower Macungie Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
0.65 Acres

Stormwater Basin (mowed)
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Meadow
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

interior is
maintained.

98
C5

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

The stormwater
basin is

This small stormwater basin is along Lower Macungie
Road and adjacent to a utility right-of-way. The perimeter
of the basin is naturalized; however, the basin itself is
mowed.

adjacent to
Lower
Macungie Road
and a utility
corridor.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Red Oak Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
3.81 Acres

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

LEHIGH CROSSING STORMWATER BASIN
This partially
maintained
stormwater
basin has a
naturalized

16
A3

bottom.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.

The basin is
visible from the
adjacent
residences.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This large, organic-shaped SWB is located at the
intersection of Cedar Road and Red Oak Lane and
behind Roller Motion and a railroad corridor. A perimeter
split rail fence with mesh is present atop the slopes and
standing water with cattails are present in the basin
bottom. The side slopes are mowed; however the basin
bottom is not mowed and natural.
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The basin is
enclosed by a
split rail fence.
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SPRING CREEK ESTATES SWBS
The medium
sized,
maintained
stormwater

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (Mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Fritch Dr.
Stein Way
Macungie, PA 18062
1.80 Acres

basin on Parcel

Map Number:
Map Location:

31 is
surrounded by
chain-link fence
and an
evergreen
buffer.
The large,
maintained
stormwater
basin on Parcel
182 is enclosed
by chain-link
fencing and a

31/182
A4

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcel 31 is a rectangular SWB at the intersection of
Fritch Drive and Hickory Road.
It is mowed and
maintained, with a perimeter chain-link fence, partial
evergreen screen and two inlets.
Parcel 182 is a triangular, mowed SWB with two inlets, a
chain-link fence and partial evergreen screen. It is
located at the intersection of Stein Way and Lower
Macungie Road.

partial
evergreen
screen.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Fresh Meadow Dr.,
Macungie, PA 18062
0.50 Acres

Land use:
Stormwater Basin (mowed)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

WINDING BROOK STORMWATER BASIN
This mowed
stormwater
basin is located
amidst a
residential

58
C5

neighborhood.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Eliminate mowing and allow natural vegetation to

replace lawn areas, reducing maintenance costs and
improving stormwater infiltration and water quality.
i Maintain by mowing once per year to eliminate the

incursion of woody plant species.

A split-rail fence
with mesh
surrounds the
basin.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
This small, square SWB is at the intersection of Fresh
Meadow Drive and River Rock Drive. It has a perimeter
split-rail fence with mesh and it is mowed and maintained.
A pocket of established trees is located in the southeast
corner and a strip of trees buffers the eastern edge near
the adjacent residence.

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

An evergreen
buffer runs
along the
eastern edge of
the stormwater
basin.
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INTRODUCTION

ISOLATED OPEN
SPACES
Some Isolated
Open Spaces
have little
development
potential
besides miniparks.
Pictured here:
Corrado Homes

LMT owns seven (7) isolated land parcels that comprise
four (4) separate open space properties, with a
cumulative acreage of 17.62 acres. Six (6) of these
seven (7) parcels are vacant land and maintained as
manicured lawn. With the exception of Church Lane Park
Open Space, these parcels lack connectivity to other
public-owned facilities, are small in size and offer limited
recreation development opportunities with the possible
exception of carefully designed mini-parks.

Open Space

Most Isolated
Open Spaces
are small in
size.

Pictured here:
Country Downs
Open Space

Recreation
development
opportunities
are limited on
the Isolated
Open Spaces.
Pictured here:
Brookside &
Hamilton Open
Space
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BROOKSIDE & HAMILTON OPEN SPACES
Looking East
from Brookside
Rd. toward
WAWA.

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

N. Brookside Rd. &
Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18106
0.37 Acres

Maintained Lawn
Developed (structure on site)
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

107/110
B6

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Looking West
showing
possible
location of
Township
Welcome Sign

This small lawn open space is located at the intersection
of Hamilton Blvd. and N. Brookside Rd. adjacent to the
WAWA Mini Mart – Service Station. It appears that an
underground stormwater or other storage structure exists
on this site.
The open space is small and limited to pedestrian access
and vehicular parking in the WAWA parking lot.

near Brookside
Rd. and
Hamilton
Boulevard.

RECOMMENDATIONS
This attractive site is well maintained and offers good
potential as a gateway to the Township from the north.
The addition of a landscaped “Welcome to Lower
Macungie Township” sign could be a viable improvement.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Church Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
12.57 Acres

Land use:

Map Number:
Map Location:

26/38
A3

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Vacant Land (grayfield)
Natural Areas: Woodland
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

CHURCH LANE PARK OPEN SPACES
A mowed lawn
area is located
toward the
north end of the
site.

close proximity to residential rear yards.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
The site is contiguous to the heavily used Church Lane
Park and contains adequate area for the expansion of
athletic fields, parking and vehicular access from the
park’s parking lot, however this may raise concerns from
the neighboring residents. For the short term, the
Township may opt to continue its current storage
operations.

Approximately
70% of the site
is wooded.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
The site is located adjacent to western boundary of
Church Lane Park, bounded by the rear yards of two
residences fronting on Church Lane on the north, and the
rear yards of residences along Heather Rd. to the south.
The site is accessed via a narrow gated drive on Church
Lane, with 70% forested land cover on the perimeter and
a central open area. The Township currently uses the
site for material storage. The site has only marginal
opportunities for active recreational development due to
limited access and privacy issues associated with the

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

The parcel is
currently used
by the
Township for
material
storage.

Section 3

Facilities & Open Space Page 3-101

CORRADO HOMES OPEN SPACE
Passive open
space in the
Corrado Homes
Open Space.

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Maintained Lawn
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
Passive Open Space
Parking:
N/A

1570 Kaitlyn Rd.
Allentown, PA 18103
2.68 Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

147
C6

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

The open
space is
located amidst
a residential
area.

This open space consists of mowed lawn and a handful of
scattered recently planted trees. It is bounded by the
recently constructed Kaitlyn Rd. on two sides and the side
and rear yards of new residences on two sides.
The park is centrally located within the development and
Kaitlyn Rd. offers adequate on-street parking and
pedestrian access.

RECOMMENDATIONS
With input from the neighbors, this open space is wellsuited for development of a carefully conceived mini park.
See list item 48 in Section 9
recommendation of a potential dog park.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Maplewood Ln.
Elbow Ln.
Allentown, PA 18103
2.00 Acres

Land use:
Maintained Lawn
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
Passive Open Space
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

114/151
C6

COUNTRY DOWNS OPEN SPACES
Looking east at
lawn and
property buffer
from interior of
Parcel 151.

further development.
The LMT Environmental Advisory Council has expressed
desire to plant a tree line around the perimeter of the
parcel, with a meadow of native grasses and wildflowers
in the center, and a walking path around the perimeter,
thus converting the parcel to a bird sanctuary.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Access to
Parcel 151 is
somewhat
obscure.

See list item 59 in Section 9 for recommendation to allow
Parcel 151 to revert to meadow and become a bird
sanctuary.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcel 151 is a triangular-shaped site located behind
residences along Maplewood Lane and is accessed via a
narrow easement between two residences. The land
cover is mowed lawn with a wooded perimeter on two
sides. The site is isolated and the narrow entrance
provides poor access and visibility to the surrounding
neighborhood. This open space is not connected to other
public facilities. Its proximity to adjacent residences’ side
and rear yards creates significant privacy issues, and its
small and triangular shape severely restricts options for

We recommend selling off the 0.06-acre Parcel 114,
located on Elbow Lane, to willing adjoining neighbors and
apportioning the sales funds to improving other Township
recreation facilities. This would reduce maintenance costs
to the Township.

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

Parcel 114 is a
small site with
little potential
for recreational
development.
Sale of this
parcel is
recommended.
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ADJACENT CONNECTED
OPEN SPACES
Heritage
Heights Open
Space (#171) is
located
adjacent to
Heritage
Heights Park.

There are
varying degrees
of natural areas
in the Adjacent

INTRODUCTION
Adjacent Connected Open Spaces are Township-owned
parcels that are not located within the defined LMT
Greenway Boundary (refer to the Lower Macungie
Township Greenway Master Plan, adopted November,
2012), but are connected, or adjacent to, other LMTowned parks and open spaces.
LMT owns and maintains fifteen (15) Adjacent Connected
Open Space parcels totaling 50.46 acres in area. The
land cover on eight of these parcels (12.99 Ac.) consists
entirely of lawn; three others (11.84 Ac.) to varying
degrees contain natural woodland/meadow areas, while
the remaining parcels (25.63 Ac.) consist of utility
corridors, cropland, gravel parking or other land cover
and uses.

Connected
Open Spaces.
Pictured here:
Indian Creek
Open Space

The majority of
Adjacent
Connected
Open Spaces
contain
maintained
lawn areas.
Pictured here:
Penns Meadow
Open Space
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68
135
154

3111

Hills at Lockridge
Open Space

3112

Indian Creek Village
Open Spaces

193
197

3113

Penns Meadow
Open Spaces

194

N

Y

x

N

x

x

N

x

0.18

x

N

2009 Rolling Meadow Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062

1.91

x

N

Tanglewood Ln.
Allentown, PA 18106

0.05

x

N

Eagle St.
Wescosville, PA 18106

1.57

3115

Shepherd Hills
Open Spaces

93

3116

West Woods
Open Space

Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18106

9.73

64

3117

Winding Brook
Open Space

Fresh Meadow Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062

1.88

85

x

x

Rolling Meadow Estates
Open Space

82

N

N

3114

175

x
x

x
x
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x
x

x
x
65% 35%

x

On street parking

x

Number of accessible
spaces
Number of standard
spaces

11.19

Parking

Parking Lot

1631 Pinewind Drive
Alburtis, PA 18011

171

Heritage Heights
Open Spaces

Walking Trails/Paths

3.08

3110

Fishing

Heritage Dr.
Alburtis, PA 18011

207

x

Bike Racks

x
x
5% 95%

Trash Receptacles

4.05

Picnic Tables

Eagle St.
Allentown, PA 18106

N

Passive Open Space

Harvest Fields
Open Space

x

Grill

3109

Woodland

23

Surface Waters

x
35%

Meadow

0.43

Agricultural

E. Texas Rd.
East Texas, PA 18046

Natural Area

East Texas Park
Open Space

Maintained Lawn

3108

Stormwater Basin
(Natural)
Stormwater Basin
(Mowed)

121

Located
within
Greenway
(Y/N)?

Benches

Riparian Area: Meadow

Riparian Area: Wooded

Vacant Land (grayfield)

Developed (structure on
site)

Tax Map Acreage

Analysis Page

Township-Owned
Adjacent Connected
Open Spaces

x
65%

Miscellaneous
Facilities

Family Amenities

Map Number

Address

Natural Areas

x
x

1

10

0

x

N
N
N

x
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EAST TEXAS PARK OPEN SPACE
The parking lot
in the East
Texas Park
Open Space

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Vacant Land (grayfield)
Natural Areas: Woodland
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

East Texas Rd.
East Texas, PA 18046
0.43
Acres

serves the East

Map Number:
Map Location:

Texas
Community
Center which
the Township
rents to
residents.
An old
cemetery is
located next to
the parking lot,
behind the

121
B5

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcel 121 is the existing parking lot for East Texas
Community Center. The current land cover is asphalt
pavement screenings and woodlands. The Township is
planning to upgrade the facilities at the Community
Center. Once the upgrades are complete, additional
building rentals, and thus parking lot use, are expected.

Church/
Community
Center.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Provide Township Park Identification Signage.
The
northwestern
end of the site
is largely

i See

list item 64 in Section 9 for additional
recommendation to renovate the parking lot to include
green infrastructure improvements.

wooded.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Eagle St.
Allentown, PA 18106
4.05
Acres

Land use:

Map Number:
Map Location:

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Meadow
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

23
B5

HARVEST FIELDS OPEN SPACE
This parcel is a
naturalized
area located
between
residences.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Develop the secondary route of the Greenway Trail as

defined in the Greenway Plan.
i Keep the remainder of the site naturalized.

An electric
utility corridor
runs the length
of the site.

INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
Parcel 23 is part of an electric utility corridor which is
largely naturalized. The parcel is located between the
residences along Shiloh Road and Eagle Street, north of
Morning Star Drive. The Krocks Road Secondary Route
of the Greenway Trail is planned to go through this
parcel, leading towards Hamilton Blvd.
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HERITAGE HEIGHTS OPEN
OPEN SPACES
The Heritage
Heights Open
Space on
Parcel 171 is
largely

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

Heritage Drive
Pinewind Drive
Alburtis, PA 18011
14.27
Acres

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Woodland
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

comprised of
woodlands.

171/207
A2

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Footpaths wind
their way
through the
woodlands on
Parcel 171.

Parcel 171 is 11.19-acres and adjoins Heritage Heights
Park. Land cover is wooded with evidence of regular use
by youth via numerous footpaths and scattered debris.
Parcel 207 is a 3.08-acre linear corridor adjacent to the
Route 100 sound wall. Current land cover is rough
mowed lawn and buffer plantings behind residences that
front on Heritage Drive.
Several neighbors are
encroaching into this green space with fences, sheds,
gardens, mowed lawns and other uses.

PARCEL 171 RECOMMENDATIONS
i Consider improving woodland diversity for use in
The boundary
between Parcel
207 and the
adjacent
residential rear
yards is
unclear.

environmental education.

i See

list item 66 in Section 9 for additional
recommendation to provide trail connection between
Heritage Heights Park and the LMT Greenway.

i See

Section 9, list item 66 for additional
recommendations to provide a perimeter walking/
jogging trail and upgrade the woodland footpaths for
multiuse.

PARCEL 207 RECOMMENDATIONS
i Notify residents of the encroachments and direct their

removal.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Hearth Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
4.34
Acres

Land use:
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Woodland
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

HILLS AT LOCKRIDGE OPEN SPACE
A mowed area
is located
between the
road and the
woodlands on

68
D2

site.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Maintain

as undeveloped Township-owned open

space.
i Alternatively, considering conveying the property to

Wildlands or other non-profit
conservation/preservation.

conservancy

for

Neighborhood
sidewalks along
Hearth Lane
provide
pedestrian
access to the
site.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcel 68 is a 4.34-acre parcel bounded by residential
development to the north and east, and cropland to the
south and west. The land cover is woodland.
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INDIAN CREEK VILLAGE OPEN SPACES
Parcel 135
contains a large
mowed
stormwater
basin.

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:

Indian Creek Road
Jasper Road
Macungie, PA 18062
8.26
Acres

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Riparian Area: Wooded, Surface Waters
Amenities:
Passive Open Space, Walking Trail/Path
Parking:
Off-street parking

Map Number:
Map Location:

135/154
D4

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

A walking path
serving the
Indian Creek
Village
community
passes through
Parcel 154.

A parking lot on
Parcel 154
provides offstreet parking
for users of the
Indian Creek
Village Open
Spaces.

Parcel 135 is 2.31 acres in area and located along Jasper
Road just north of its intersection with Indian Creek Road.
Land cover is lawn and a small paved parking lot. The
parcel’s current land use is predominately a large mowed
storm water basin. The parcel has good vehicular and
pedestrian access and adjoins the eastern boundary of
Watermill Park.
Parcel 154 is 5.96 acres in area and is located on the
north side on Indian Creek Road at the entrance to Indian
Creek Village. Land cover includes open lawn adjacent
to the roadway with riparian forested and scrub/shrub
vegetation along a small stream. There is a parking lot
and a privately owned paved trail serving the Indian
Creek Village residential community.

PARCEL 135 RECOMMENDATIONS

PARCEL 154 RECOMMENDATIONS
i Consider using this parcel to provide trail access to

the LMT Campus (a stream crossing would be
required).
i Cease mowing to increase the width of riparian buffer.

i Consider using this parcel to provide additional

parking and another pedestrian access to Watermill
Park.
i Consider using the stormwater basin as an alternate

multi-purpose athletic field during good weather.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Tova Circle, Eli Circle
Cross Creek Road
Macungie, PA 18062
4.00
Acres
Map Number:
193/
194/197
Map Location: C4

Land use:

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Woodland
Amenities:
Passive Open Space
Parking:
N/A

PENNS MEADOW OPEN SPACES
Parcel 193
provides
locations for
impromptu
team sports
games.

being the steepest. The eastern portion of the site is
suitable for open play (pick-up football, catch, Frisbee,
etc.)
Parcel 194, Penns Meadow is a 0.18-acre rectangular
sliver of land connecting the southern end of Brookfield
Park with Cross Creek Road. The site is bounded by multi
-family residences on the west and single-family homes
on the east. Land cover is mowed lawn.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Collectively, Parcels 193, 194, 197 are high maintenance,
high visibility open greens that benefit the local residents
exclusively.
Parcel 193, Penns Meadow Tova Circle is a 1.83-acre
open space on the eastern edge of Brookfield Park and is
surrounded by residences fronting on Tova Circle (to the
west). The site’s land cover is predominately mowed
lawn with street trees and a wooded thicket occupying
approximately 20% of the site’s northwest quadrant. The
site slopes down toward the southwest; the western side

Parcel 197, Penns Meadow Eli Circle is a 1.83-acre open
space identical to the Tova Circle parcel, except that
there is no wooded thicket and the circle is completely
surrounded by residences. The parcel’s central location,
formal shape and high visibility makes this parcel the
neighbors’ “central green”.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Parcel 193, Penns Meadow Tova Circle: Convert the

steep western portion of the site to meadow/
wildflowers and meadow/wildflowers as a transition
around the perimeter.

Parcel 197 is
another large
mowed grass
area.

i Parcel 194: Provide signage to identify this parcel and

formalize it as a pedestrian entrance/access to
Brookfield Park.
i Work with surrounding residents to develop a long-

range maintenance and management plan to share
and/or reduce maintenance costs.

i Parcel 197, Penns Meadow Eli Circle: Maintain this

parcel as mowed lawn.
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ROLLING MEADOW ESTATES
ESTATES OPEN SPACE
Parcel 175 is a
mowed passive
open space
located along

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Maintained Lawn
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
Passive Open Space
Parking:
N/A

2009 Rolling Meadow Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062
1.91
Acres

Rolling Meadow

Map Number:
Map Location:

Drive.

175
B4

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Converting this
large mowed
parcel to
woodlands
would reduce
stormwater

Parcel 175 is a 1.91-acre mowed open lawn area with a
few scattered trees. The open space is bounded by
Rolling Meadows Drive to the east, residences to the
north and south, and a vegetated hedgerow separating it
from residences to the west. Forest is the existing land
cover, which adjoins the rear line of properties that front
this section of Rolling Meadows Drive.

runoff and
maintenance
costs.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Convert Parcel 175 to forested land to reduce

stormwater runoff and mowing costs.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Tanglewood Ln.
Eagle St.
Allentown, PA 18106
1.62
Acres

Land use:

Map Number:
Map Location:

Maintained Lawn
Natural Area
Natural Areas: Woodland
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

82/85
B5

SHEPHERD HILLS OPEN SPACES
Future access
to the
Greenway Trail
on the West
Woods Open
Space can be
provided

PARCEL 82 RECOMMENDATIONS

through Parcel
85.

i Develop as a trail access point to the adjacent power

line trail as recommended in the Lower Macungie
Greenway Plan.

A small area of

PARCEL 85 RECOMMENDATIONS

woodlands is

i Provide connection point between Shepherd Hills

Parcel 85.

located on

Park and the Greenway Trail.
i Maintain this parcel for un-structured open play.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcel 82 is a 0.05-acre triangular shaped parcel
adjoining the Parcel 85 open space along Tanglewood
Lane. Land cover is mowed lawn.
Parcel 85 is a 1.57-acre parcel also located along
Tanglewood Lane. The parcel is adjacent to Shepherd
Hills Park. Land cover is woodlands and mowed lawn. A
portion of this parcel functions as a continuation of the
existing open play of Shepherd Hills Park.

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

Parcel 85 is
directly
adjacent to
Shepherd Hills
Park and acts
as an extension
of the open play
area.
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WEST WOODS OPEN SPACE
SPACE
The West
Woods Open
Space is used
for agriculture.

EXISTING FEATURES

LOCATION

Land use:
Agricultural
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
N/A
Parking:
N/A

Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18106
9.73
Acres

Map Number:
Map Location:

93
B5

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Wooded buffers
run along the
eastern edge
and portions of
the western
edge of the
parcel.

This 9.73-acre rectangular shaped parcel is located under
high tension electrical transmission lines. It is bordered
by Hamilton Blvd. on the north, residences and Shepherd
Hills Open Spaces and Park on the west, Harvest Fields
Open Space on the south, and a wooded buffer between
the parcel and the residences to the east. Current land
cover is agriculture. As identified in the Greenway Plan,
this parcel provides a connection opportunity between the
surrounding residents and the commercial areas along
Hamilton Blvd. The Krocks Road Secondary Route of the
Greenway Trail will pass through this site.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Develop the Secondary Trail Route as defined in the

Lower Macungie Township Greenway Plan.
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LOCATION

EXISTING FEATURES

Fresh Meadow Dr.
Macungie, PA 18062
1.88
Acres

Land use:
Maintained Lawn
Natural Areas: N/A
Amenities:
Passive Open Space
Parking:
N/A

Map Number:
Map Location:

WINDING BROOK OPEN SPACE
The Winding
Brook Open
Space provides
a passive open
space amidst a

64
C4

residential area.

RECOMMENDATIONS
i Develop a master site plan for this parcel in

consultation with adjacent residents.
The trees along
the perimeter of
the open space
provide shade
from the hot
summer sun.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Parcel 64 is a 1.88-acre central open green bounded by
roadway on all sides with residential frontage along Fresh
Meadows Drive, Lantern Lane and River Rock Drive.
Land cover is mowed lawn with street trees along the
perimeter of the site.
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3.6

OTHER RECREATION
Brookside
Country Club is
one of the
private golf
courses in the
Township.

Emmaus
Aquatic Club
provides

INTRODUCTION
A total of 73 non-Township owned parcels were visited
and examined to determine their recreation and/or open
space value to the Township and surrounding
communities. Some 16 parcels were deleted from our list
of non-Township owned parcels either because they did
not provide recreation facilities/programs that were open
to the public or because their use could not be considered
legitimate open space.
To facilitate analysis and
discussion, the remaining 57 parcels/facilities were further
classified as follows:
Privately Owned Commercial Recreation
Facilities/Parcels
460.85 Acres
East Penn School District
Facilities/Parcels

159.54 Acres

swimming.

Privately Owned or Non-Profit
Conserved/Protected Parcels

224.22 Acres

Source: http://

Private Schools, Churches, Clubs and
Association Facilities and Parcels

138.60 Acres

facilities for
competitive and
non-competitive

www.emacswim.org/

and multi-purpose rooms, gymnasia, softball fields and
playgrounds. Additionally, there is one middle school,
which has football and lacrosse fields in addition to the
other facilities cited.
Other privately owned open spaces include cemeteries,
wooded and natural areas, with or without additional
facilities such as trails, and which may not be available for
public use. These open spaces are owned by a variety of
private land conservancies and non-profit organizations,
as well as state and county governmental agencies.
Private schools, churches, clubs and associations also
provide recreational facilities, although these facilities are
not generally available to the public. Some of the
facilities available to their members include playgrounds,
wooded areas, athletic fields and day camps.

TRENDS
Pool Wildlife
Sanctuary is a
privately held
facility which
provides
outdoor, nature
oriented
recreation.
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In addition to Township-owned facilities, there are a
number of recreational opportunities available to
residents. They are explored in the following pages of
this report.
Privately owned recreation facilities include three golf
courses, a roller rink, swim club and the rod and gun club.
LMT is home to four of East Penn School District’s
elementary schools. They provide facilities such as class

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

PRIVATELY OWNED COMMERCIAL RECREATION FACILITIES

Roller Motion

Map
Location

Gun Club

Map
Number

Alburtis Rod &

10

A3

119

B5

74

B5

70

B4

73

B4

19

B5

76

B5

77

B5

79

B5

72

B5

15

C1

42

D4

141

D5

163

D6

160

D6

161

D6

Source: http://www.
alburtisgunclub.com/
mineholeback.htm

Shepherd Hills
Golf Course
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Facility / Open Space Name
Roller Motion
Owner: 100 Inc.

Address

Tax Map
Acreage

Comments

Trexlertown Rd.,
Macungie, PA 18062
Brassie St.
Allentown, PA 18106
Clubhouse Ln.
Allentown, PA 18106

1.66

Family roller skating

18.84

Public Golf Course, Open Space

11.95

Public Golf Course, Open Space

Fairway Ln.
Allentown, PA 18106

6.49

Public golf course, Pub, Patio & Party Shelter, Open Space,
Out Bldg., 1 Picnic Pavilion, Restrooms, Storage Bldg.,
Volleyball, Bench, Grill

18.36

Public Golf Course, Open Space

9.59

Public Golf Course, Open Space

19.06

Public Golf Course, Open Space

16.85

Public Golf Course, Open Space

7.00

Public Golf Course, Open Space

6.28

Special Purpose Park

38.73

Target Shooting Range, Open Space

125.50

Special Purpose Park

Fairway Ln.
Allentown, PA 18106
Shepherd Hills Golf Course; Krock's Pub
S. Krocks Rd.
Owner: 1160 Inc.
Allentown, PA 18106
S. Krocks Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
S. Krocks Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
S. Krocks Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
Shepherd Ln.
Allentown, PA 18106
Alburtis Rod & Gun Club
Gun Club Rd.
Owner: Alburtis Rod & Gun Club
Alburtis, PA 18011
Brookside Country Club
Brookside Rd.
Owner: Brookside Country Club
Macungie, PA 18062
Emmaus Aquatic Club
Mill Race Rd.
Owner: Emmaus Aquatic Club
Emmaus, PA 18049
Country Club Rd.
Allentown, PA 18103
S. Cedar Crest Blvd.
Lehigh Country Club
Allentown, PA 18103
Owner: Lehigh Country Club
S. Cedar Crest Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18103

6.44

Private Swim Facilities; 66 parking stalls

29.55

Private Golf Club

0.05

Private Golf Club

144.50

Private Golf Club
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EAST PENN SCHOOL DISTRICT FACILITIES/PARCELS
Map
Location

Map
Number
177

D3

100

C4

97

B5

109

B5

96

B5

75

B4

69

B4

Facility / Open Space Name
Shoemaker Elementary School, Eyer
Middle School, Macungie Elementary
School
Owner: E. Penn Union Sch. Dis. Auth.
Willow Lane Elementary
Owner: E. Penn Union Sch. Dis. Auth.

Wescosville Elementary School
Owner: E. Penn Union Sch. Dis. Auth.

Lower Macungie Middle School
Owner: E. Penn Union Sch. Dis. Auth.

Address

Brookside Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
Sauerkraut Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
Brookside Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
Brookside Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
Hanover Dr.
Allentown, PA 18106
Lower Macungie Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
Lower Macungie Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106

Playground at
Wescosville

Tax Map
Acreage

Comments

Elementary
School

48.64

Classrooms, Auditorium, Cafeteria, Gym, Softball Field,
Basketball Court, Multipurpose Field, Multipurpose Room,
(Gym/Cafeteria/Auditorium)

24.43

Classrooms, Multipurpose Room, (Gym/Cafeteria/
Auditorium)

22.48
14.46

Playground, Basketball Court

2.45
8.35
38.74

Willow Lane
Elementary

Classrooms, Auditorium, Cafeteria, Gym, Softball Field,
Football Field, Soccer Field, Lacrosse Practice Fields

School

Softball Field at
Eyer Middle
School

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

Section 3

Facilities & Open Space Page 3-121

PRIVATELY OWNED OR NON-PROFIT CONSERVED PARCELS

Vegetation and

100

Millbrook Farms
Recreation
Area

Wildlands

Map
Location

along Route

Map
Number

sound barriers

57

B4

165

B6

120

B5

30

B3

78

B3

47

D2

145

D6

173

D5

159

B6

90

B6

33

A2

91

A6

162

D6

125

B6

146

D6

Conservancy’s
Pool Wildlife
Sanctuary
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Facility / Open Space Name

Address

County of Lehigh Pump Station
Owner: County of Lehigh

Mill Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
S. Cedarbrook Rd.
County of Lehigh
Allentown, PA 18103
Cemetery Adj. to East Texas Park
East Texas Rd.
Owner: Immanuel Ch. United Breth in Christ
East Texas, PA 18046
Spring Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
Four Seasons at Farmington
Owner: K. Hovnanian at Lower Mac. Twp. I & II LLC Sauerkraut Ln.
Macungie, PA 18062
Reimert Bird Haven
Mountain Rd.
Owner: Lehigh Valley Conservancy
Macungie, PA 18062
Conserved Land; Adj. to Wildlands
Orchid Pl.
Owner: Lehigh Valley Conservancy Inc.
Emmaus, PA 18049
Millbrook Farms Recreation Area
Mill Race Rd.
Owner: Millbrook Farms Homeowners Assoc.
Emmaus, PA 18049
Stormwater Basin
Hamilton Blvd.
Owner: Penna Department of Transportation
Allentown, PA 18103
Transportation ROW
N. Krocks Rd.
Owner: Penna Department of Transportation
Allentown, PA 18106
Spring Creek Rd.
Penna Department of Transportation
Alburtis, PA 18011
Transportation ROW
Cetronia Rd.
Owner: Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission
Allentown, PA 18106
Wildlands; Pool Wildlife Sanctuary
Owner: Pool Leonard P. Estate

Orchid Pl.
Emmaus, PA 18049

Cedar Heights Cemetery
Owner: Unknown
Wildlands Conservancy
Owner: Wildlands Conservancy, Inc.

S. Cedarbrook Rd.
Allentown, PA 18103
Farr Rd.
Emmaus, PA 18049

Tax Map
Acreage

Comments

1.34

Potential Fishing Access

5.63

Open Field adjacent to Cemetery

0.31

Cemetery

34.05

Maintained lawn, Golf greens

17.18

Maintained lawn, Golf greens

11.47

Bird Haven

69.12

Wooded

18.95

Walking trail, Maintained lawn, Woods, Riparian
area

1.11

Stormwater Basins

0.54

Wooded

0.32

Vegetation and Sound Barriers along Route 100.

58.80

Wooded

0.42

Passive Open Space, Fitness Trail, average general condition and level of land use, meadow, riparian, surface waters, woodlands, Low level of
required maintenance

0.44
4.52
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, CLUBS AND ASSOCIATION FACILITIES AND PARCELS
Map
Number

Map
Location

139

D5

Millbrook Farms
Owner: 1st Nat'l Bank & Robert Ashbrook

Parkview Cir.
Emmaus, PA 18049

15.90

108

B5

Bethany Church
Owner: Bethany United Methodist Church

N. Brookside Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106

5.12

89

C3

157

D5

167

B5

204

D4

66

C4

105

B6

142

D5

178

B4

201

A4

153

B6

116

C4

92

B6

61

C4

102

B5

1

B3

48

D3

The Willows
Owner: Brookside Village LLC
Open Space Adj. to Camp Olympic
Owner: Campbell Luther R. Jr.
Iglesia de dios, region nordeste hispana
Owner: Church of God NE Hispanic Region
Church of the Nazarene
Owner: Church of the Nazarene
Concordia Lutheran Church of Macungie
Owner: Concordia Lutheran Church of Mac.
Devine School Day Care
Owner: Devine Joseph P & Christine A
Jehovah's Witness
Owner: Emmaus Co. of Jehovah's Witness
Lehigh Commons Senior Living
Owner: Et Sub-Lehigh Limited Partnership
Faith Church
Owner: Faith Evangelica Free Church
Grace Community Church
Owner: Grace Community Church of Allentown
Lot Adj. to Brookside Country Club
Owner: Hacker William H. Et Al
Memory Care Facility
Owner: HCR Manor Care Properties LLC
The Hillside School
Owner: Hillside School
Wescosville Post Office
Owner: Hobel Michael D.
Lot Adj. to Ancient Oaks West Open Space
Owner: Knauss Gunnar D. & Sheryl A.
Lehigh County Authority
Owner: Lehigh County Authority

Alburtis Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
S. Cedar Crest Blvd.
Emmaus, PA 18049
N. Brookside Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
N. Walnut St.
Macungie, PA 18062
Brookside Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
N. Brookside Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
Indian Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
Spring Creek Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18106
Minesite Rd.
Allentown, PA 18103
Brookside Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18106
Brookside Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
N. Brookside Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
Aster Cir.
Macungie, PA 18062
Gehman Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062

Facility / Open Space Name

Address

Recreation area
at Bethany

Tax Map
Acreage

Comments

Church

Adj. to Brookside Villa West Woods Stormwater
basin; trail connects housing to SWB to Church;
Athletes for Christ sports ministry, Open space

3.00
16.43

Corn and Wooded

11.85

Jubilee Camp; Dorms and Soccer Fields
Playground at

8.40

The Hillside
School

7.74
0.64
6.18
6.03
13.49
11.33

Recreation Hall; Picnic Pavilion

4.52

Privately owned
open space

2.71
6.32

adjacent to

Private school

Camp Olympic

0.35
0.05
0.19
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, CLUBS AND ASSOCIATION FACILITIES AND PARCELS (con’t)

Playground at

Church

Trexler Grange

Map
Location

Episcopal

Map
Number

St. Anne’s

181

B4

106

B6

40

A4

202

A4

71

A5

101

B6

8

B2

Facility / Open Space Name
Academy of Little Learners
Owner: Nordquist Enterprises LP
Alphabet Inc. School
Owner: Raad George E. Et Al
Cambridge Day School
Owner: Saras Partnership
St. Anne's Episcopal Church
Owner: St. Anne's Episcopal Church Inc.
Trexler Grange
Owner: Trexlertown Grange Home Assoc.
Lower Macungie Fire Dept.
Owner: Wescosville Fire Company
Zion Lehigh Evangelical Lutheran Church
Owner: Zion Lehigh E L Church

Address
Lower Macungie Rd.
Macungie, PA 18062
N. Brookside Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
Stein Way
Macungie, PA 18062
6667 Lower Macungie Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
Grange Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
N. Brookside Rd.
Allentown, PA 18106
Ruth Rd.
Alburtis, PA 18011

Tax Map
Acreage

Comments

1.57
1.06

Play area

2.12
6.24
4.11
0.99

Wescosville Station 30; Fire Hall Rental (610-3957447)

2.28

Zion Lehigh
Evangelical
Lutheran
Church
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3.7

FACILITY COMPARISONS

INTRODUCTION
LMT’s recreation facilities were compared with the
National Recreation and Park Association’s (NRPA)
Recreation Standards. The National Recreation and Park
Association (NRPA) is the leading advocacy group
dedicated to the advancement of public parks, recreation,
and conservation.1 One of the many services provided by
the organization is a nationwide comparison program for
parks and recreation departments. The Standards were
first published in 19832 and remained as the sole
standard until the late 1990’s. In 1996, the Standards
were reviewed and revised to account for societal
changes, needs and desires. This study compares both
methods of determining recreation needs for LMT.
Although the new Standards have been published and in
use for several years, the earlier Standards still provide a
point of reference.
The 1983 Standards defined the need for recreation and
open space based on population alone and ignored
specific community needs and desires, since there was
no vehicle for the public to express their wishes. This
“one size fits all” approach left communities short on
guidance regarding their true needs and desires and on
how to plan for the future needs of their population.
The 1983 Standards stated that open space and
recreation land should be provided at the rate of 6.25 to
10.5 acres per 1,000 persons.3 The Standards also
contained guidelines for the provision of specific facilities.
Similar to the standards for open space/recreation land,

facility “needs” were based on total population.
Additionally, “service areas”, which identified a specific
distance from the facility to users helped to define the
numbers of facilities each community “should” provide.
Unfortunately, this method did not account for changing
trends in recreation needs. Thus some communities are
burdened with facilities, that once popular, are no longer
used. Conversely, these communities may be woefully
short of facilities for activities that have grown in
popularity.
As a result, NRPA revised the Park, Recreation, Open
Space and Greenway Guidelines in 1996. The revised
Guidelines are based on a "systems approach" to
community facility planning.
Recently, researchers
developed
a
computer-based
program,
called
PRORAGIS (Parks & Recreation Operating Ratio and
Geographic Information System), which assists
communities in identifying needs and recommended
facilities.
PRORAGIS uses a national database to
provide park and recreation professionals an opportunity
to compare their facilities and operations with similar
communities. This method of comparison has been
adopted as the latest, preferred strategy recognizing that
each community has a unique social and economic
character and, thus, unique needs.
The Program helps communities identify and “address
three particularly important social changes of the last
decade in the planning process:
i the need to accommodate different cultures;
i the need to include citizen opinions in the process;
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i the identification of the wellness movement

Recreation facilities based on population
(1983 NRPA Standard)
ACTIVITY/
FACILITY

NO. OF UNITS
PER
POPULATION

SERVICE
RADIUS

Badminton
Basketball

1/5,000
1/5,000

Handball

1/20,000

Tennis

1/2,000

1/4 - 1/2 mile
1/4 - 1/2 mile
15-30 minute
travel time
1/4 - 1/2 mile

Volleyball
Baseball/
Softball/
Little
League
Field
Hockey

1/5,000
1/5,000 (lighted
- 1/30,000)
1/20,000

Football

1/20,000

Soccer
1/4 mile
running
track
9-hole
Standard
Golf Course

1/10,000

Swimming
Pool

1/20,000

1/25,000
1/20,000
(designed for
3%-5% of total
population at a
time)

NO.
NO. NO./
+/IN NRPA
NRPA
LMT STD.
STD
0
7
-7
19
7
+12
1

2

-1

19

17

+2

1/4 - 1/2 mile

5

7

-2

1/4 - 1/2 mile

18

15-30 minute
travel time
15-30 minute
travel time
1-2 miles

7 (1) 11(-1)

0

2

-2

0

2

-2

23

3

+20

15-30 minute
travel time

0

2

-2

30-60 minute
travel time

0

2

-2

15-30 minute
travel time

1

2

-1
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Most significantly, though, is a fourth change: the
establishment of “level of service” standards (LOS) and
the recognition that the residents of each community
should be given the right to determine the size and use of
land set aside for parks and recreation facilities.”4
These “new” guidelines encourage communities to
analyze their demographics, demand for specific
recreation facilities, and desire for open space
preservation.
This method allows each community to
reflect local preferences independent of national trends or
“standards” and based on community priorities. LMT has
taken a step in this direction by placing responsive
questions on the Township website to obtain feedback
from the residents on issues topics of local importance.
This feedback is important in helping to determine the
direction of future programs and projects.

THE 1983 NRPA STANDARDS
Based on the 1983 Standards, LMT has significantly
more of some facilities than needed and less of others
(refer to the chart on the opposite page). Below is a
detailed analysis of the facilities available to LMT
residents compared with the earlier Standards. The
Standard numbers listed in the chart and below are based
on a municipality with LMT’s population.
LMT is far above the national average in many of the
facility comparisons, however, they do not have any of
the following facilities: badminton courts, field hockey
fields, football fields, ¼ mile running track or a 9-hole
standard golf course. The East Penn School District

provides fields for field hockey and football along with the
¼ mile running track, some of which are in the Township.
There are two private golf courses and one public golf
course in the Township for people to enjoy.
Several of the facilities that LMT provides are in excess of
the 1983 National Standard. For example, there are 19
basketball courts and 18 ball fields (softball and baseball)
compared with the National Standard of seven for each.
There are 23 soccer fields, although, this number
includes several mini-fields set up by the LMYA tot soccer
league. This number greatly exceeds the 1983 National
Standard of three.
Likewise, tennis courts are abundant in the Township,
with 19 compared to the National Standard of 17.
Volleyball and handball courts fall just below the Standard
with five volleyball courts (vs. Standard seven) and one
handball court (vs. Standard two). The Standard for
number of swimming pools in a Township this size is two,
while the residents of LMT make do with one.

THE 1996 NRPA STANDARDS/
PRORAGIS COMPARISON
As noted in the introduction to this section, NRPA’s 1996
Standards encourage communities to compare
themselves with similar communities. The following
criteria was used as a basis of comparison in the
PRORAGIS program. The year entered was 2012. The
jurisdiction type was a city (7), town (2) or township (1)
with a population between 11,000 and 33,000 and a
yearly operating and capital budget of $500,000 to
$2,500,000. The population per square mile was 1,000 to
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3,000.
There were ten matching communities in the ranges set
in the PRORAGIS program as listed above. The city,
town or townships are located in nine different states
throughout the country. Six of them own and operate a
community center. Five of the six charge a fee and rent
the facility. Two have two community centers. Three
also have fitness centers that impose a user fee.
Seven of the communities have between three and 14
playgrounds in their park systems compared with 20 in
LMT. There are from two to 17 tennis courts and one to
13 basketball courts in eight of the communities, while
LMT boasts 19 of each.
None of the communities in the comparison survey own
or operate indoor tennis courts or swimming pools. Only
four provide an outdoor swimming pool, three of whom
charge a fee. Two of the pools are available to rent
privately. Two have water parks that charge a fee for use
and may be rented privately. Spraygrounds or splash
pools are provided by only two communities.
One of teenaged boys’ favorite activities is skate
boarding. Only three of the comparison communities
offer skate parks to address this demand.
Five
communities offer senior centers. Only one charges a
user fee. Two rent their senior center for private use.
Indoor ice skating and equestrian facilities are not often
provided by communities, due to the high costs of
providing and maintaining them. Indoor ice skating rinks
and equestrian centers are not provided by any towns.
Only one town offers an outdoor ice skating rink.

The popularity of team sports, particularly football, soccer,
lacrosse and baseball/softball have been growing steadily
for years. Rectangular fields (e. g. soccer, lacrosse,
football) were available in seven towns while diamond
fields (e.g. baseball, softball) were provided in eight, with
half of those charging a usage fee.
The number of
diamond fields provided in the comparison communities
ranged from seven to 15 while LMT has 18. Five of the
towns with rectangle fields rented them for private use
while only three charged a fee for usage.
Picnicking is a popular family activity, making picnic areas
with shelters popular.
Eight of the comparison
communities offer these; seven charge a rental fee, as
does LMT for some of its pavilions. Similar to LMT, four
towns have a gymnasium and three charge a fee for use
of the facility.
In recent years, the demand for community facilities to
take pets where they can run and socialize has become
more prevalent. Frequently called "bark parks," dog
parks are available in three comparison towns, one of
which charges a usage fee.
Volleyball courts are
provided by five communities with three of them charging
a rental fee for private use. There are four towns that
offer community gardens with one charging a fee for use.

PRORAGIS Comparison Criteria
Comparison
Communities
Report Year

Lower Macungie
Township
2012

Budget Size

$500,000 $2,500,000

$1,343,673
(incl. capital)

Jurisdiction

City, Town, or
Township

Township

Jurisdiction
Population

11,000 - 33,000

30,633

5 - 40

26 parks/48 sites

1,000 - 3,000

1,347

Number of Parks/
Sites Maintained
Jurisdiction
Population per
Square Mile

The following facilities are offered by only one of the
towns: conference center, mountain biking trails, BMX
trails, water trails (5 miles), nature center, and performing
arts center.
On the next page is a chart that indicates park land
statistics for each of the ten communities.
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PRORAGIS Park Land Comparison
Lower Macungie Township

Town of Tarboro Parks & Recreation

Onalaska Park & Rec.

New Haven-Adams Twp. Parks Dept.

Mustang Parks & Recreation

Kaysville Parks & Recreation

Johnston Parks & Recreation

Fairborn Parks & Recreation

Clayton Parks & Recreation

City of Fort Morgan

Rolla Parks and Recreation

How many individual parks or sites does your department/agency
maintain and/or have management responsibility over?
Total Number of Parks
# of Parks

32

# of Park Acres

280 317 237 716 410

Acres per Park

9

7

35.2

20

16

35.8 25.6

13

8

17

26

5

26

0

23.6

15.2

2

7

12

48

14

42

462

0

2

3.5

15

15

189 341 395 224 491

Total Number of Non-Park Sites
# of Non-Park Sites

1

1

0

# of Non-Park Site
Acres

40

57

0

Acres per Non-Park
Site

57

Total Number of Parks and Non-Park Sites
Total # of Parks
and Sites

33

10

7

20

16

17

38

5

64

Total # of Park and
320 374 237 716 410
Non-Park Acres

203 341 437 224 953

Total Acres per
Park or Site

13.5 20.1 11.5 44.8 14.9

9.7 37.4 33.9 35.8 25.6

What percent of your acreage is developed for parks and recreation
purposes?
70% 65% 50%

93% 77% 70% 75% 51%

See Appendix B for full comparison.

Page 3-128 Facilities & Open Space

Section 3

LMT has more park land, with 26 parks and 491 acres,
then all the other towns except one. In addition, LMT has
48 non-park sites accounting for an additional 462 acres,
bringing the total of park and non-park acreage to 953.
Thus, LMT leads all the surveyed towns in total acres of
open space however, only 51% of LMT’s park and open
space land is developed.

COMPARISON WITH PUBLIC SURVEY
RESPONSES
In an effort to understand the needs and desires of the
community, the design team conducted a detailed public
survey at the beginning of this project. A full analysis of
the results is discussed in Section 5 of this report. To
understand how the existing conditions and facilities fulfill
current and anticipate future needs of the Township, the
public survey responses and the design team’s inventory
and analysis have been compared.
Survey respondents indicated that they expect to
increase both their indoor and outdoor recreation activity
over the next few years. While conducting the Township
inventory, it was noted that opportunities for indoor
recreation are limited and, consequently, there are few
options for cold and inclement weather activities.
Additional opportunities for indoor recreation appear to be
warranted.
The survey showed that residents frequently participate in
recreational activities such as trail use, nature walks,
exercise and fitness. During the public input portion of
both this and the Greenway planning process, a great
desire was voiced for a continuous trail network between

residences and various uses throughout the Township to
allow for pedestrian and bicycle use. At the time of this
report, only isolated segments of the trail network exist,
and those are spread across the Township. Additionally,
respondents felt that there are not enough trails, access
to woodlands and creeks, or locations for water sports.
The approved Greenway and trail network, when
completed, will provide a Township-wide non-vehicular
transportation and recreation system with opportunities
for individual, group, and family based activities. When
asked, over 50% of survey respondents indicated that
funding the construction of a trail network is “important” or
“extremely important”. In addition to the direct responses
to survey questions, respondents were encouraged to
provide personal comments and opinions.
Their
comments indicate that there is great demand for the
Greenway and strong support for the Township to begin
implementation of the plan as soon as possible.
Survey respondents were generally a very active group,
spending numerous hours a week recreating. However,
over half indicated that a lack of time keeps them from
further activities. Having some facilities with extended
hours during evenings and weekends could encourage
more people to take advantage of the Township’s
facilities and programs.
Community and family based recreation facilities such as
parks, trails, and the library were described as extremely
important by many of the respondents. The Township
has a relatively expansive park network, but it is not
planned for maximum effectiveness. The parks, with
additional planning, can generally meet the needs of
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today’s population. However, as the population grows,
the network will need to expand to provide for additional
needs. The Community Center, built in 2001, is very
heavily used and a great asset for Township residents.
Additional community based programs and facilities
would likely be welcomed by residents.
A feeling that there is a lack of unprogrammed open
space or facilities for passive recreation was expressed
by the survey respondents. The inventory found that
most large parks in the Township are oriented towards
active recreation. In addition to these larger parks, there
are a number of Township-owned open spaces.
Residents, however, are often unaware of these open
spaces, or if they are, they do not know where they are or
how to access them. When complete, the Greenway will
provide
locations
for
unprogrammed
activities.
Additionally, through more effective planning and
signage, residents and visitors could better utilize the
Township’s open spaces.
Throughout the survey, respondents indicated that there
is a need for increased maintenance of existing facilities.
Funding for maintenance of existing park and recreation
areas was ranked highest in importance. The inventory
and analysis recognized that maintenance of some
facilities is subpar. This report will review maintenance
procedures and make recommendations to improve the
current system.
The majority of survey respondents indicated that
preserving open space is of utmost importance.
Historically, open space preservation has not enjoyed the
high support it does today. Changing demographics and

residential development within the community, however,
will continue to drive the strong desire for open space
preservation.

There is great demand for the

When asked, over 50% of respondents indicated that they
would support user fees for cost-intensive recreation
facilities.
Currently, not many fee-based recreation
facilities are used in the Township. Instituting a user-fee
system to fund improvements and defray maintenance
costs for some facilities should be explored.
Survey respondents and resident comments throughout
this planning process have indicated a strong desire for a
dog park in the Township. This report acknowledges the
need for a dog park and will explore potential locations.

Greenway and strong support
for the Township to begin
implementation of the plan as
soon as possible.

As indicated by
survey
responses,
Township
residents are
generally a very
active group.

NOTES

Through more effective

“About NRPA,” National Recreation and Park Association, 2 May
2013 <http://www.nrpa.org/About-NRPA/>.
2
Lancaster, R.A. (Ed.), Recreation, Park, and Open Space Standards
and Guidelines (Ashburn, VA: National Recreation and Park
Association, 1983).
3
Ibid.
4
Richard L. Williams, MRTPI and Peter T. Dyke, “The New NRPA
Guidelines for Open Space,” Illinois Periodicals Online, March/
April 1997 <http://www.lib.niu.edu/1997/ip970317.html>.

planning and signage, residents

1
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and visitors could better utilize
the Township’s open spaces.
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REGIONAL & MUNICIPAL COMPARISONS

REGIONAL COMPARISONS
Salisbury Twp.

101.65

Alburtis Boro.

37.29

South Whitehall Twp.

Upper Milford Twp.

111.53

Macungie Boro.
17.12

Lower Macungie Twp.

47.66
20

6.08%
4.55%

40

60

14.17%

Upper Milford Twp.

LAND COMPARISONS

7.06%

Macungie Boro.

45.41

0

19.29%

City of Allentown

13.85

Emmaus Boro.

Alburtis Boro.
Upper Macungie Twp.

38.06

City of Allentown

19.06%

South Whitehall Twp.

35.00

Upper Macungie Twp.

Salisbury Twp.

80

100

22.10%

Emmaus Boro.

10.35%

Lower Macungie Twp.

10.16%
0%

120

5%

10%

15%

20%

Acreage of Parks & Other Recreation
(per 1000 people)

Area of Parks & Recreation
as Percentage of Total Municipality

Lehigh Valley

Lehigh Valley

65.83

Lehigh County

Lower Macungie Twp.

0

20

40

60

Acreage of Parks & Other Recreation
(per 1000 people)
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9.44%

Lower Macungie Twp.

47.66

80

8.5%

25%

9.17%

Lehigh County

60.23

10.16%

9.0%

In an effort to determine how LMT’s dedicated open
space and park land area, and recreation and park
facilities compare with other areas in the region,
information about the Township was compared with
individual nearby municipalities, Lehigh County and the
Lehigh Valley as a whole.

9.5%

10.0%

10.5%

Area of Parks & Other Recreation
as Percentage of Total Area

Using the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s (LVPC)
Release 4.5 of the Lehigh and Northampton Counties
Digital Geographic Data, the adjacent plan was created to
illustrate parks and other recreation parcels in the
southern portion of the Lehigh Valley. Through analysis
of this plan, it was recognized that LMT’s parks and other
recreation parcels tend to be smaller and more spread
out than other municipalities in the region, which tend to
have fewer, but larger parcels. The trend in LMT is a
direct result of the development patterns in the Township
over the past fifty years, in which developers donated “left
over” parcels that were not suitable for other
development. The result is a series of small, scattered
parcels that serve limited populations, are not easily
connected and tend to be recognized as extensions of
private properties, rather than open space or park land.
Taking this comparison one step further, LMT’s acreage
of parks and other recreation parcels per 1,000 people
and as a percentage of the total area were compared with
the Lehigh Valley, Lehigh County, and individual
municipalities. The adjacent charts illustrate the findings.
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Salisbury Twp.

Salisbury Twp.

Alburtis Boro.

Alburtis Boro.

South Whitehall Twp.

South Whitehall Twp.

Upper Macungie Twp.

Upper Macungie Twp.

Longswamp Twp.

Longswamp Twp.

City of Allentown

City of Allentown

Upper Milford Twp.

Upper Milford Twp.

Macungie Boro.

Macungie Boro.

Emmaus Boro.
0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

Lower Macungie Twp.

0

Tennis Courts
(per 1,000 people)

0.2

0.4

Emmaus Boro.

0.6

Lower Macungie Twp.

Picnic Areas
(per 1,000 people)

When compared with nearby municipalities including
Salisbury, South Whitehall, Upper Macungie, and Upper
Milford Townships, and Alburtis, Macungie, and Emmaus
Boroughs, and the City of Allentown, LMT has greater
park and open space acreage per 1,000 people than 2/3
of the municipalities and a greater percentage of land
than 1/3 of the municipalities. When compared with
Lehigh County, LMT has approximately twelve fewer
acres of dedicated open space and park land per 1,000
people but 0.72% greater area than the County.
Similarly, when compared with the Lehigh Valley, LMT
has approximately eighteen fewer acres of parks and
other recreation land per 1,000 people. However, when
compared as a percentage of the total area, LMT has 1%
greater than the Lehigh Valley.

FACILITY COMPARISONS
Salisbury Twp.

Salisbury Twp.

Alburtis Boro.

Alburtis Boro.

South Whitehall Twp.

South Whitehall Twp.

Upper Macungie Twp.

Upper Macungie Twp.

Longswamp Twp.

Longswamp Twp.

City of Allentown

City of Allentown

Upper Milford Twp.

Upper Milford Twp.

Macungie Boro.
0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

Lower Macungie Twp.

Basketball Courts
(per 1,000 people)
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0

1

2

Baseball/Softball Fields
(per 1,000 people)

3

Emmaus Boro.
Lower Macungie Twp.

Using information from municipal websites, park and
recreation plans and staff members, LMT’s quantity of
recreation facilities per 1,000 people was compared to the
nearby municipalities listed above as well as Longswamp
Township in Berks County. These comparisons were
completed in order to gain an understanding of where the
Township stands in the region in terms of recreation
facilities available for its residents. Consistent information
was not always available for each municipality so the
categories with the most information were chosen for
comparison.
The facilities chosen for comparison
included tennis and basketball courts, baseball/softball
fields, picnic areas, fishing access, and walking paths or
trails in parks. A walking path or trail in a park was
counted as one. It is important to remember that the
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comparisons
municipality.
municipalities
skewed. The
charts.

are based on the population of each
Since the population of the surrounding
varies greatly, the results may appear
comparisons are illustrated in the adjacent

In most categories, LMT has a comparable or greater
number of facilities per 1,000 people than many of the
surrounding municipalities. LMT has more tennis courts
per 1,000 people than 7 of the municipalities, more picnic
areas per 1,000 people than 8 of the municipalities, and
more basketball courts per 1,000 people than all of the
municipalities. The Township also has more walking
paths or trails in parks per 1,000 people than 7 of the
municipalities. As previously noted, this comparison
considers the number of trails rather than length and does
not include trails beyond park boundaries. LMT has
fewer fishing access locations per 1,000 people than 5 of
the municipalities, but the numbers are generally even
across most of the municipalities. Lastly, the Township
has fewer baseball/softball fields per 1,000 people than 6
of the municipalities.

Salisbury Twp.

Alburtis Boro.
South Whitehall Twp.
Upper Macungie Twp.
Longswamp Twp.
City of Allentown
Upper Milford Twp.
Macungie Boro.
0

0.2

0.4

0.6

Emmaus Boro.
Lower Macungie Twp.

Fishing Access
(per 1,000 people)

Salisbury Twp.
Alburtis Boro.
South Whitehall Twp.
Upper Macungie Twp.
Longswamp Twp.

City of Allentown
Upper Milford Twp.
Macungie Boro.
0

0.2

0.4

0.6

Walking Paths/Trails in Parks
(per 1,000 people)

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

Section 3

Emmaus Boro.
Lower Macungie Twp.

Facilities & Open Space Page 3-133

3.9

RIPARIAN FOREST
BUFFERS

RIPARIAN BUFFER is defined by the
Pennsylvania

Department

of

Environmental

Protection as a best management practice that is an
area of permanent vegetation along surface waters.
A riparian buffer may consist of grasses and forbs
only, or a combination of vegetation types to include
grasses, forbs, shrubs and trees.

RIPARIAN FOREST BUFFER is defined
by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection as a type of riparian buffer that consists
of permanent vegetation that is predominantly
native trees and shrubs along surface waters that is
maintained in a natural state or sustainably
managed to protect and enhance water quality,
stabilize stream channels and banks, and separate
land use activities from surface waters.1
Riparian forest
buffer in LMT.

As described in numerous studies which are summarized
in the Lower Macungie Township Greenway Plan,
preservation of riparian corridors and buffers must be a
high priority.
The Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection’ NPDES permit regulations for
High Quality and Exceptional Value waterways requires
the installation and protection of a 150-foot Forested
Riparian Buffer adjacent to such waterways. This 150foot buffer is measured from the stream bank to the
outside edge of the buffer. If a buffer is required on both
sides of the stream, the total buffer width is 300 feet plus
the width of the stream. All major waterways in LMT
have use designations of “High Quality”, but are also
currently designated as “impaired”. These mandatory
riparian buffers are a key best management practice that
will aid in the restoration of the impaired waterway.
Both the LMT Zoning Code and the Subdivision and Land
Development Codes have strict prohibitions on activities
within the 500-year floodplain.
In most areas, the
floodplain encompasses only part of the riparian corridor
of streams within the Township. As indicated in the
recommendation section of this report, these mandatory
riparian buffer protections should be emulated in the
Township’s codes.
Development of active or intensive park amenities should
be limited to areas beyond the floodplain, riparian buffer
and natural features protected by the above described
regulations. Passive uses within protected natural feature
areas, including trails, should be constructed with special
protective measures and minimal disturbance to existing
buffers. In areas where forested buffers do not yet exist,
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restoration should be implemented along with any
significant improvements.

NOTES
1

Department of Environmental Protection Bureau of Watershed
Management, Riparian Forest Buffer Guidance (394-5600-001),
2010.
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3.10 RECREATION STANDARDS
Every sports fan and participant recognizes the need for
rules to govern conduct, penalties for not following the
rules, scoring and other aspects of their favorite sport.
Similarly, standardized field/court sizes, layout, play
surfaces, orientation and grading make the event even for
opponents, reducing any “home field advantage” due to
specific field conditions to which visitors would not be
accustomed. Standards also make for more consistent
play and playing fields/surfaces.
The recommendations in the accompanying chart apply
to both existing and proposed fields, courts and surfaces.
Existing fields and courts should be reviewed for size and
orientation, surface condition and safety features
regularly. Fields that are found to be badly oriented,
improperly sized or graded or with safety issues should
be prioritized for reconstruction. Reconstructed fields
should, as much as possible, be reoriented, graded, and
provided with up-to-date safety equipment to maximize
play and reduce hazards to participants. Wherever fields
are proposed in new parks, every effort should be made
to design and build to the ideal orientation and size and
equipped with proper safety equipment.
It is desirable to strive for the ideal field size and
orientation, but on some sites, doing so would make
construction significantly more expensive, could cause
irreparable harm to sensitive environments, or not allow
proper field sizes, once safety zones, spectator areas and
the like are included. In recognition of these potential
issues, the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (PA DCNR) will review field
orientation on a case by case basis to determine
acceptability. Southwest and northeast orientations are
preferred; southeast orientation may be accepted if
topography plays a factor.
However, northwest

orientation will never be accepted under a DCNR funded
development grant.
The accompanying chart describes field/court sizes and
ideal orientation for optimum play based on accepted
standards from sports organizations.
FIELD/COURT
SIZE

SPORT

IDEAL
ORIENTATION

SOURCE

SPORT

FIELD/COURT SIZE

IDEAL
ORIENTATION

SOURCE

Football

160' X 360' (including
end zones), plus 6'
clear area all around

N-S (long dimension of the field)

www.sportsknowhow
.com

Field Hockey

180' X 300' Play area)

N-S (long dimension of the field)

www.sportsknowhow
.com

N-S (long dimension of the field)

www.sportsknowhow
.com

N-S (long dimension of the court)

http://usapa.org

N-S (long dimension of the field)
N-S (long dimension of the field)
N-S (long dimension of the field)
N-S (long dimension of the field)
N-S (long dimension of the field)
N-S (long dimension of the field)

www.usyouth
soccer.org
www.usyouth
soccer.org
www.usyouth
soccer.org
www.usyouth
soccer.org
www.usyouth
soccer.org
www.usyouth
soccer.org

N-S (long dimension of the court)

http://www.usta.com/

N-S (long dimension of the court)

http://www.usta.com/

N-S (long dimension of the court)

http://volleyball.org

N-S (long dimension of the court)

www.volleyball.com

Lacrosse

Baseball
T-ball

Little League

Pony League

Babe Ruth
League

Adult League

Pickleball

125' radius from
home plate, 50'
between bases

WSW to ENE
from home plate
to 2nd base

www.teeballusa.org

200' radius from
home plate, 60'
between bases

WSW to ENE
from home plate
to second base

www.littleleague.org

WSW to ENE
from home plate
to second base

www.pony.org

WSW to ENE
from home plate
to second base

www.baberuthleague
.org

WSW to ENE
from home plate
to second base

www.fraziersfield
repair.com

WSW to ENE
from home plate
to second base

www.fraziersfield
repair.com

275' at base lines
from home plate,
315' to center field,
80' between bases
320' at base lines
from home plate,
385' to center field,
90' between bases
320'-350' at base
lines, 400'+ to
center field, 90'
between bases

Soccer

Adult-Fast
Pitch
Adult-Slow
Pitch

150' at base lines,
175'+ to center field
recommended
55' between bases
200' at base lines,
250'+ to center field
recommended
60' between bases
265' at base lines,
315'+ to center field
recommended
65' between bases

WSW to ENE
from home plate
to second base
WSW to ENE
from home plate
to second base

High School

50' X 84' Play area

College/Adult

54' X 94' Play area

N-S (long dimension of the court)
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60' X 90'

U-8

75' X 90'

U-10

120' X 165'

U-12

150' X 225'

High School

150' (min) X 300'

College/
Adult
Tennis

240' (max) X
360' (max)

Standard
www.fraziersfield
repair.com

Single Court Layout:
(47' X 88' Court area)
Double Court Layout:
(84' X 88' Court area)
Single Court Layout:
36' X 78' Play area
(60' X 120' Court
area)
Double Court Layout:
(108' X 120' Court
area)

Volleyball
www.fraziersfield
repair.com

Basketball
N-S (long dimension of the court)

U-6

U-10

Softball
Youth-10 &
under

180' X 300' Play area,
plus 18' clear area all
around
Single Court Layout:
34' X 64' Court area
(24' X 44' Play area)
Double Court Layout:
(76' X 64' Court area)

www.nfhs.org/
basketball/
www.sportsknowhow
.com

Court
Volleyball
Sand
Volleyball

29'-6" X 59'-0" Play
area, plus 6'-6" clear
area all around
29'-6" X 59'-0" Play
area, plus 10' clear
area all around

Ideal size and orientation for recreation fields and courts. Also, see
diagrams on next page.
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IDEAL ORIENTATION OF RECREATION FIELDS / COURTS

BASEBALL / SOFTBALL
WSW to ENE from home plate to second base

PICKLEBALL

VOLLEYBALL

BASKETBALL

TENNIS

N-S (long dimension
of the court)

N-S (long dimension
of the court)

N-S (long dimension
of the court)

N-S (long dimension
of the court)
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SOCCER, FIELD HOCKEY,
LACROSSE, FOOTBALL
N-S (long dimension of the court)

Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation and Open S
Space Plan

