LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP RECREATION,
PARKS AND OPEN SPACE PLAN
KEY PERSON INTERVIEW
November 16, 2012
Phone Interview

Interview Notes
Interviewer: John Hoover
Interviewee: Mark Erle, President, Lower Macungie Youth Association
1. What role does your organization and/or facility have in the Comprehensive
Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan? What input and insight can you
provide us as we complete the planning and development of the Plan?
We have our executive director, Lindsay Taylor, on the steering committee to allow for an
exchange of ideas and information. LMYA represents a large constituency group of over
3,000 households from within the community involved in active recreation.

2. What are the potential economic/recreation benefits of a well-managed and
maintained park or open space located
a. in Lower Macungie Township?
We believe active and passive recreation is essential to a successful and vibrant
community. Similar to educational and cultural activities and events which are also
important to the success of our community.

b. where your organization is focused?
Although we do partner with other townships and communities the majority of our
activities take place in Lower Macungie Township.

3. Based on your experience, can you name a few positive or negative
aspects of having recreation/open spaces nearby?
Starting with the positive aspects when parks and facilities are close by you have a
tendency to use them. The negative side, which we have heard back from the
community, is the concern about parking of cars in neighborhoods. This generally occurs
when you have many games occurring at the same time and over flow parking ends up in
front of people's homes.

4. Are there any specific recreation facilities, elements, and/or activities that
you feel should be included in the Comprehensive Recreation, Parks and
Open Space Plan?
Two of our long term goals are to develop an athletic complex separated from
neighborhoods and also provide lighted athletic artificial turf fields. We are fortunate to
have the Wildlands Conservancy in our community which has helped to foster an
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appreciation for nature and the environment which much of our open spaces and natural
areas provide. We should continue to maintain these areas and not develop them.

5. What are the biggest obstacles your organization faces in dealing with the
Township’s existing parks and recreation facilities or programs?
We feel the Township should be the best service provider in everything that it does.
Sometimes our requests to the Township for additional fields or maintenance go
unanswered because they don't have the funds or manpower. It takes a lot of effort, on
our part, to provide and maintain active recreation facilities within the Township. We
maintain and line all the infields and pitching mounds in the Township while they cut the
outfields and all rectangular fields and open space.

6. What benefits would your organization see in an improved/potentially
expanded Township park and open space network? Do you foresee any
negative impacts?
We feel that good quality athletic fields and ample fields would allow LMYA to function
more easily. It would help us maintain a level of excellence that the residents of our
community want and expect. People living in our community have a high level of
education and a fair amount of disposable income and expect their children to be
engaged in educational opportunities and recreational athletics. There is a tremendous
amount of interest and support for recreational athletics within the community. We feel
the demand for facilities and the expectations of the residents will continue to increase in
the future.

7. Do you think there would be support or resistance to fee-based recreation
in order to offer improved or more diverse facilities? Would your
organization support it?
We would be happy to partner with the Township on some of the expansion projects with
a fee supported program. I am not sure how the residents would feel. Ultimately we
would be passing on the costs to the residents through participation fees. For example:
payment required for night use of lighted ball fields.

8. What positive and/or negative public opinions are you aware of concerning
the Township's parks, facilities and programs? Any personal opinions?
The biggest complaints we get are that the bathrooms are not well maintained and that
weeds and overgrowth need more attention. Would suggest having someone come out
on Saturday mornings to clean the bathrooms when the facilities are used the most.

9. What relationships or cooperative efforts regarding parks, recreation and
open space does your organization have with other townships, community
groups or businesses?
We partner with other areas such as: Upper Milford, Alburtis, Emmaus and the East Penn
School District by sharing fields and indoor gymnasiums. Reaching out to businesses has
been helping out financially with paid advertising. The businesses are trying to reach a
certain demographic that benefits them and it becomes a win-win situation. Entry level
advertising is your name on the website and in the quarterly newsletter. A second level of
advertising, which was just approved by the Board of Commissioners in 2012, was a
policy to permit signs on the baseball field fencing. A first attempt at this was with Giant
Super Market's logo which was placed on the foul pole at Church Lane Park. This
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program will start in earnest in the spring of the 2013 season. The third level of
advertising is your company name on the team's uniform. There are 5-6 companies that
are involved in this partnership with the baseball teams.

10. Do you have suggestions for us to seek further public involvement or
outreach?
Was a printed copy of the survey mailed out to each resident's home in the Township
Newsletter?

Individualized Interview Questions
1. What facilities does LMYA use in the Township?
Mark will provide a list and it will be attached. Some indoor facilities include: the Lower
Macungie Community Center, and basically all of the East Penn School District’s indoor
facilities are used for basketball and volleyball. East Penn High School's artificial turf
hockey field is used by LYMA for field hockey. The Lower Macungie Middle School
football field is used six days a week for practice, and games all day on Saturday for
football by LMYA. Ideally the LMYA would like to see a lighted artificial turf field to bring
the community out at night.

2. What additional facilities or fields does LMYA need?
Additional soccer field space became available in 2012 at the Hills at Lockridge. Having
eight separated soccer fields located in different locations is not as ideal as having them
all in one or two locations. A storage facility is needed at each site to house the
equipment. We would like to coordinate with the Township the closing down of a single
softball field at one park and adding a third field (for example) at Wild Cherry Lane Park
where there are two softball fields already. The lacrosse program for boys and girls is
currently being held at one site, Quarry Park. The number of participants grew to over
100 this year and the numbers are projected to continue to increase. Additional field
space will be required for this sport in the near future.

as well. This would strengthen the grant application. At the same time we would hope
that the Township would relax its policy on business advertising restrictions.

5. Is there ample parking at the current facilities? If not, does it create a
problem?
In general there is not sufficient parking. Parking spaces in the lots are not always used
first. People park illegally and a lack of enforcement means that behavior does not
change. However, if people did park in all the proper parking spaces then they would fill
up and people would have to park illegally anyway. At Church Lane Park there are two
parking lots, but one lot is closed because you have to drive through a neighborhood to
get there and the neighbors did not like it. They were able to convince the Township to
keep it closed. Once again the ideal recreation sports complex came to mind with LYMA
as the land owner and a variety of recreational sport fields located at one location with
ample parking, plenty of good fields, lighting and away from neighborhoods. Quarry and
Creamery Parks are the best examples of this in the Township. These sites would be
most beneficial for the Township to continue to upgrade and make improvements.
Improvements and increased activity to many of the other Township parks would not be
as favorable because it could create additional problems with the neighbors.

6. At heavily attended sports events and parks, is there a need for additional
activities for siblings?
Tough question to answer. If your toddler was playing on playground equipment 100
yards away, you as the parent, would have to supervise them and would miss the game.

7. What needs does the LMYA anticipate in the next two years? Next five
years?
The three immediate goals are for additional lacrosse space and to increase the size of a
centralized soccer location. Additionally we would like to consolidate our sports fields by
having several fields at each location, where ever it is possible. The health and safety
related issues we need address are to have the bathrooms cleaned as often as possible
and to realign the softball fields we talked about earlier.

a. What facilities does LMYA use that are currently underutilized?
8. In what direction are the desired recreational activities trending?
None that come to mind.

3. Is there currently a need for lighted facilities in the Township?
LMYA currently rents 6-8 light units for football practice 8-10 weeks in the fall. They also
rent portable lights for the soccer program for practice in the fall and spring. Practice
cannot start before 5:30 PM and it is dark out by then, so the LYMA has taken on the
additional expense to provide the portable lighting units. Yes, there is a need to provide
one or two lighted fields within the Township for practice, games, and evening community
events.

4. Keeping in mind that Township parks must be available to all park users,
would LMYA be willing to help defray the costs of installation and
maintenance if lighting was made available?
Yes, we would we view this as a partnership. Grant applications could be applied for with
the intent that LYMA would work with the Township and the businesses in the community
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Lacrosse is the fastest growing sport in the Township right now. We may see some kids
transfer from soccer to lacrosse. Volleyball is on a downward trend, but we are not sure
why. Locally high school volleyball has been successful and Penn State always has a
strong volleyball team. Even in the summer Olympics the USA did well. Our numbers
are down for some reason.

9. Are there any specific Township facilities which you would like to see
improved? Please explain.
We have a list of health and safety issues which we have submitted to the Township for
discussion and review. [Mark will provide the design team with a copy.]

10. Based on recent history, can you predict the growth of LMYA over the next
five years? Are certain age groups experiencing larger growth than
others?
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We are planning on a 2% growth over the next five years which would take our
membership from 5,000 to 5,100. We think most of that increase will occur in our higher
age levels. The soccer program is predicted to remain strong. It is an activity most
parents think their child can do. So, if they want them outside and running around getting
some physical activity, they sign them up for soccer.

11. What improvements could be made to strengthen communications
between associations such as yours and Lower Macungie Township?
We would like to meet quarterly with the Public Works Department and the Township
Manager, but it ends up being twice a year. We attend the Parks and Recreation and
Public Works meetings to make sure we have a voice. The Parks and Recreation Board
has no authority (they are just advisory) and they usually agree with LMYA, and
recognize our short comings, but really can’t help us make any changes. The Public
Works meetings are held at 4:00 PM in the afternoons which makes it nearly impossible
for people to attend. We feel there is currently not a voice or authority given to Parks and
Recreation. The “Old Guard” is not pushing for more funding, more manpower or new
changes and there is not much we can do about it.
In order to help with the scheduling of fields for non LMYA members we would like to see
a new field built at Wild Cherry Lane Park (so we would have three fields there) and the
single field we currently use at Rodale Park could be given back to the Parks and
Recreation Dept. to schedule as they see fit.

12. Are there any limitations in place that restrict further improvements of
public recreation for Lower Macungie Township residents?
Not necessarily a restriction, but an omission with limited capital resources and
personnel. The Commissioners must decide how important these recreational services
should be and then that will drive what the budget needs to be.

13. What regional area is covered by LMYA? i.e. does LMYA have members or
fields outside of Lower Macungie Township, if so, where?
72% reside in Lower Macungie Township
20% reside outside the Township, but are in the East Penn School District
8% reside outside the East Penn School District
We do utilize some fields outside of LMT and some volunteers come from outside the
Township as well, but we don’t charge a non-resident fee as long as they attend the East
Penn School District. We have an agreement to use some of the School District’s fields
and facilities. We do charge an extra fee if they do not attend the East Penn School
District.

We advertise through our existing membership list, newspaper, a postcard bulk mailing,
and the LMT Newsletter. We used to advertise through the School District, but that is no
longer permitted from outside organizations.

15. Do your fees fully support the programs you offer?
funding sources do you have?
Very close to full support.

16. Do you feel that the Township’s contribution to LMYA is adequate?
As the President of LMYA I am very appreciative of the funding we receive. As a citizen I
feel the contribution should be higher. Our $70,000 divided by 31,100 residents is
approximately $2.25/person for active recreation. The Township Library receives over
$500,000 to provide service to the residents. These two entities should not be equal, but
more consideration should be given to active recreation.

17. Do you contribute financially to capital improvement projects which may
involve some of the fields or facilities you use? Examples: Field
renovations, backstop or dugout improvements.
LMYA had a safety issue at Church Lane Park and the Township was not in a position to
help them financially. So the Township authorized LMYA to obtain funding for a large
dark colored outfield screen at the Church Lane Park Baseball Field. The screen was
constructed so that the white baseball, when pitched to the batter, was not on a white
background, but on a dark background provided by the screen in the outfield. LMYA
approached the new Giant Supermarket for funding for this safety issue and received
$12,000 toward a $14,000 project. The Township provided the additional amount of
$2,000. In essence the LMYA had the project completed at a cost of only $2,000 to the
Township. At this time LMYA is paying for most of these field improvement projects,
because the Township is not. We feel continued cooperation with the Township is of
upmost importance.

18. Do you currently offer any programs that allow for mainstreaming of youth
with disabilities?
No. We do however, support involvement with Miracle League designed specifically for
special needs children. They have a field on Route 100 near Fogelsville.

19. Do you offer girls the same opportunities as boys?
Yes and no. We do offer boys and girls the same opportunities in each sport, but we do
not allow the girls to play on the boy’s teams or vice versa.

See charts on LMYA website which illustrate the number of active players and where
they reside.

14. How does your organization promote events and enrollment?
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If not, what other
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LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP RECREATION,
PARKS AND OPEN SPACE PLAN
KEY PERSON INTERVIEW

7. Does the Senior Citizens Club offer its members organized volunteer
opportunities for community service projects at the Township? Library?
Other?

January 30, 2013
Phone Interview

Volunteers used to participate in the traveling bingo program that occurred at the
Cedarbrook Nursing Home in Allentown. There was also a group of volunteer women
that would knit and crochet shawls for the Lehigh Valley Hospital. The group also
collects dry food and canned goods for the food bank in Emmaus.

Interview Notes
Interviewer: John Hoover
Interviewee: Bill Thomas, Senior Citizens Club of Lower Macungie Township
Individualized Interview Questions
1. What kinds of activities does
watching?...bike rides?...other?

the

The Township treats us very well. They have provided us with a grant of $5,000 in 2012
and the grant amount is $6,000 in 2013. They also do not charge us a fee to use the
Lower Macungie Township Community Center.

Club

sponsor?...hikes?...bird

The Senior Citizens of Lower Macungie Township used to sponsor bingo at the
Cedarbrook Nursing Home in Allentown four times each year. Members of the group
would travel to this site with the bingo equipment and host several games for fun and
fellowship at the Nursing Home. This activity became too expensive for the group to
sponsor and does not occur any longer. We have a regular weekly attendance of 135
people with an average age of 80.

2. Does the Club sponsor activities in Township Parks?

8. How does your organization promote events and enrollment?
The Club produces a newsletter each month (it was produced two times a month in 2012)
which provides all types of helpful information for the members. For example: the cost of
stamps is going up, photos of new members, flu shots and when and where they are
available, and announcements of anniversaries and birthdays. We also have 100
members who can receive email.

9. Where in the Community Center do you regularly meet? Do you ever meet
elsewhere?
We always meet in the community room of the Lower Macungie Township Community
Center.

10. Do you ever hold additional meetings besides the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of
each month?

No

3. Would the Club be more likely to sponsor outings in Township parks if
there were more/better facilities?
No

4. Are any potential activities hindered by lack of accessibility?
Any activity that requires a lot of walking would not be of interest.

5. How does the Club transport participants to the outings?
Some of the newer, younger members travel as a group in cars. Recently the seniors
went to the Mann Music Center in Philadelphia to see The Mormon Tabernacle Choir.
The Mormon Tabernacle Choir sponsored the bus for the trip. The seniors have a Tour
Director who plans trips each year. The group has traveled to places such as: Atlantic
City, Hunterdon Hills, NJ for a dinner and show, Sight and Sound Theatre in Lancaster,
PA and Radio City Music Hall in New York City, NY. If trips have extra space nonmembers are invited to attend.

The only additional meetings we have are four times each year when the executive
committee meets. This includes the officers, director and committee chairpeople.

11. How do you fund your activities? Are they subsidized at all?
We receive funding from the Township Commissioners. We also charge $1.00 for
snacks which may vary from meeting to meeting. We offer pizza, hoagies, hot dogs,
soup, and other items as well. We also have two banquets each year with one in the
spring and one in the fall to which we invite Township Officials to attend. The Township
Officials will come and share Township news with us (e.g. new store opening in the
Township) and they are very good to us.

12. Would you meet at a park for a covered dish meal?
Yes, possibly at Camp Olympic.

6. What particular facilities or programs could the Township offer to seniors
that are not currently available in the Township?
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LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP RECREATION,
PARKS AND OPEN SPACE PLAN
KEY PERSON INTERVIEW
February 5, 2013
Phone Interview

Interview Notes
Interviewer: John Hoover
Interviewee: Ellie Passman, East Penn Chamber of Commerce
Vice President, Regional Councils – East Penn Region

6. Are you aware of any national trends in new or emerging recreation
activities that the Township might consider incorporating into its recreation
programs or facilities? (Example: Disc Golf, Geo-caching, etc.?)
Yes; Geo-caching, mountain biking and dog parks are popular national trends.

7. How does your organization promote events and enrollment?
Press releases, email invitations, website, member updates, business ads in Connections
Newsletter, Facebook & Twitter. They provide marketing for members who give members
a good deal on products or services. Northern Region is very active in community
announcements and events like park openings, etc.

8. What improvements could Lower Macungie Township make in order to
make its park and recreation system (and the entire Township) more
attractive to businesses?

Individualized Interview Questions
1. Does the Chamber actively promote the area's open spaces and parks as a
part of its tourism or "attracting new business" marketing program? If so,
how?
Chamber does not normally conduct tourism marketing campaigns…(see discover
Lehigh Valley). They do Community Updates when new Parks, Open Space or other
projects are brought to their attention by board members. Chamber of Commerce
reviewed and commented on the Jordan Creek Watershed Plan and made
recommendations for the County Open Space Plan.

LMT having no business taxes is generally viewed as a positive, while traffic congestion
may be considered a negative factor.

9. Do you think public dollars spent on parks and recreation achieves a
sound return on investment?
Makes sense – I think the public understands the need for funding specifically dedicated
for open space and farmland preservation, the protection of natural areas and park
development. Their always seem to be a need for more sports fields. Community
beautification, the rural and natural environment are a quality of life issue.

2. Can you identify any recreation-based businesses in the Township?
Tractor Supply Co. has everything under the sun!

3. Could the LMT Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan help "market" your
services?
The Chamber markets member benefits and services. Example: Promotes Bear Creek
Ski Area by ticket give-away contests to members.

4. Is the availability of abundant municipal parks and access to quality open
space marketed as a "quality of life" amenity in attracting new businesses?
Or in marketing new residential communities?
One of the nice quality of life features of the Lehigh Valley is its balanced mix of urban
and open spaces.

5. Will LMT's ongoing development of a comprehensive trail and greenway
network enhance the marketability of the Township (region?) to potential
businesses seeking to re-locate?
Huge benefits! The Appalachian Trail and the Canal Trail trailheads bring people to area
towns.
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LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP RECREATION,
PARKS AND OPEN SPACE PLAN
KEY PERSON INTERVIEW
November 29, 2012
Lower Macungie Township Community Center

Interview Notes
Interviewer: Tom McLane and John Hoover
Interviewee: Recreation Officials from surrounding municipalities:
Alburtis Borough: Sharon Trexler (AB)
City of Allentown: Christy Alvord (AC)
Longswamp Township: Steve Wyka (LST)
Lower Macungie Township: Carolyn Hausman (LMT)
Salisbury Township: Frank McCullough, Frank Adomick (ST)
South Whitehall Township: Bob Ibach, Gregg Adams, Carole Derricott (SWT)

1. Do you have cooperative agreements with LMT for
use/operation/maintenance of any recreational facilities?...if so, what
kinds?...How successful are they?...are there operational or maintenance
issues of concern?
General roundtable discussion: Currently there are no formal inter-municipal cooperative
agreements among any of the municipalities attending the meeting. Most of the area’s
organized athletic programs are coordinated by various non-profit organizations.
Examples include Lower Macungie Youth Association (LYMA), which offers recreational
programs in 9 sports including; baseball, softball, field hockey, soccer, basketball,
cheerleading, football, lacrosse and volleyball.

2. Do you see [other] opportunities for cooperative efforts between your
municipality and LMT to provide larger, more expensive (either initial or
operating/maintenance) recreational facilities?...if so, what kinds and how
do you think they could be accomplished?...where would they be located?
(AB)
(AC)

YMCA – runs pool programs without involvement from city. AC has no indoor
pools.
(LST) Hunsicker’s Groves County Park – it is great park, large picnic grove, shelter w/
fire place, but under-used. Berks County Parks would like to lease to LST for $1
per yr. This could be an opportunity for multi-municipal use agreement? Annual
park maintenance = $85,000 per year. Would like to include LMT Greenway
through Hunsicker’s Grove in Comp Plan.
(SWT) Parkland High School pool and 3 gyms are open for public use. SWT pays a use
fee to Parkland School District.
(ST)
Residents participate in LMYA softball and soccer leagues through Salisbury YA
and Hamilton Park YA use LMT soccer fields as league play.
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(LMT) LMT maintains fields, LMYA lines fields. Rodale runs lifeguards, CPR, pool
classes for all residents and non-residents.

3. What Open Space Preservation techniques have you successfully
implemented? e.g. mandatory dedication, Official map, conservation
easements, etc. Do you have any suggestions to make Lower Macungie
Township's Open Space protection techniques more effective?
(AB)
(AC)
(LST)
(SWT)

Dedicated Useable Green Space or Fee In Lieu of Dedication
Dedicated Useable Green Space or Fee In Lieu of Dedication
Dedicated Useable Green Space or Fee In Lieu of Dedication
Dedicated Useable Green Space or Fee In Lieu of Dedication, Jordan Creek
Greenway included on Township’s Official Map.
(ST)
Dedicated Useable Green Space or Fee In Lieu of Dedication, LMT Greenway
Plan will be considered in new Township Comprehensive Plan
(LMT) Dedicated Useable Green Space or Fee In Lieu of Dedication, Adopted
Greenway Plan. Would like to improve pool access for pedestrians.

4. How does your municipality promote events and activity enrollment? Do
you currently promote your events and activities beyond your municipal
borders?
(AB)
(AC)
(LST)
(SWT)
(ST)
(LMT)

Website?
Website?
Website?
Website?
Salisbury promotes senior basketball clinics for coaches through the leagues.
Website?

5. Are there any activities or events that you run in conjunction with one
another? Do you have any ideas for the future? Example: A combined
men's, women's or coed softball league?
(AB)
(AC)
(LST)

Converted tennis courts to roller-hockey rink for league play.
Emmaus has tennis teams & offers lessons to public on city courts.
Entertained Pickle-ball, but support waned. No demand for tennis courts. Offer
tennis lessons through Parkland School District. Demand goes up and down.
Key is getting message out. Advertised on township webpage. Brandywine Y.A.
(SWT) High School has tennis teams and they offer instruction/lessons
(ST)
Lindbergh Park planning to adapt one tennis court to pickle-ball court
(LMT) LMT and South Whitehall Township offer tennis lessons and advertise in their
newsletters, but it is hard getting the message out. Gym rented to leagues for
indoor volleyball.

6. Do you use any Lehigh County Parks for your events?
(AB)

Lock Ridge Park used for annual May Festival run through Main Street Program.
A Centennial Celebration is scheduled for May 2013.

(AC)
(LST) Converted Tennis courts to roller hockey leagues run by small groups.
(SWT) Hunsicker’s Grove currently has no nearby residents but will be important as land
development occurs.
(ST)
Uses Lehigh County soccer fields. Dorny Park area of SWT. Fields are well
maintained.
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(LMT) Lock Ridge Park often mistaken for Lock Ridge Estates Park

(AB)
(AC)

May and Christmas Festivals caroling, gift bags, etc. Many civic groups involved.
Summer Programs at 20 sites are free and attract over 1700 children. Largest
event is Halloween Parade w/ 100 groups attracts 8-10 thousand people.
Regular Sports and tournaments events.
th
(LST) Fireworks on the 4 . Easter Egg Hunt, Santa Claus and Halloween Parade. 100
kids for Free summer programs. Senior events, philharmonic concerts.
(SWT) Christmas tree lighting, Santa at municipal building, caroling, fire trucks, about
100 kids. Free spring band concerts at Spring House School Auditorium. Outdoor
concerts are difficult to manage.
(ST)
Summer Programs, free, June thru August, 5-12 yr. age groups. offer movies 2x
per week. 100 kids at 4 different parks. Activities motivated by counselors.
(LMT) Pictures with Santa, Breakfast with Easter Bunny & Elmo. Community
Day, just completed 2nd, Would like to expand in the future. Summer programs
in 5 parks, 8-10 counselors per park 400+ kids each summer. Fee = $75, for
Township residents only.

7. Are there any current problems with recruiting youth from other
municipalities for various sport activities? If so, how do you handle it?
Generally speaking, LMYA and other athletic associations operate under an open
boundary registration policy and they routinely recruit and draw residents’ from multiple
municipalities. LYMA and Allentown City offer a separate non-resident fee policy for
certain activities such as soccer or swimming.
(AB)
(AC)
No-resident fee slightly higher than residents.
(LST)
(SWT)
(ST)
Salisbury has no fees.
(LMT)

11. Are you planning a new facility for the next 2-5 years? If so, what is it?

8. Do you have any local business or company that financially supports or
partners with you for an event or activity? What do you provide for each
other?
(AB)

(AC)

Borough Christmas Festival is sponsored by the Revitalization Committee of the
Main St. Program activities includes sponsoring $2 surrey rides. The Alburtis
Animal Hospital and Casey Coal Company are two local small businesses that
contribute to cost of surrey rides. Many businesses contribute.
Lehigh Valley Health Network and Sacred Heart hospitals provide services and
resources such as providing speakers to health-fitness programs, etc. We see
more partnership involvement vs. cash donations

(LST)
(SWT) Generally, locally owned small businesses support events, larger national
companies within the township have not. Parents support activities while their
kids are involved.
(ST)
Some businesses support the athletic associations and little leagues by
purchasing uniforms and equipment.
(LMT) The LMT Business Showcase is supported by local companies. LMT would like
to expand this event. Would like to get community support for new programs and
facilities, meeting rooms, etc.

(AB)
(AC)
(LST)
(SWT)
th
(ST)
New three mile Trail at Lindbergh Park to connect with 24 Street at Fish
Hatchery Rd. as part of Master Site Plan.
(LMT) Camp Olympic improvements.

12. Do you have any problems with non-residents using your facilities? How
do you handle it?
(AB)
(AC)
(LST)
(SWT)
(ST)
(LMT)

13. Do you use any of the school facilities in your area for recreation
programs? How does your relationship work?

9. What specific facility or park is most popular in your municipality? Why?
Lock Ridge Park. Memorial Park (Private Association)
Cedar Beach Park, Westside – Destination Playground (universal barrier free
access to events)
(LST) Longswamp Park - Baseball Fields most popular.
(SWT) Covered Bridge Park, disc golf, playground.
(ST)
WESTSIDE = Lindbergh & Green Acres (4 Basketball Courts), Eastside =
Labach Park Picnic Shelters are very popular in all parks.
(LMT) LMT Campus, Soccer Fields at Creamery, Quarry and Wild Cherry Parks.
Developing Camp Olympic.

(AB)
(AC)
(LST)
(SWT)
(ST)
(LMT)

(AB)
(AC)

Key Points from Interview
·

10. What is your biggest event each year? Why do you think it is so popular
and successful?
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There are no formal municipal recreation cooperative agreements among any of the
surrounding municipalities. Departments of Public Work’s and park’s staffs do informally
cooperate on a routine basis for specific events and/or tasks.
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·

Most organized outdoor athletic programs are run by non-profit associations like the
Lower Macungie Youth Association. The municipalities maintain their facilities and in
some cases provide monetary contributions.

·

Dedication of Useable Green Space, Fee In Lieu of Dedication and/or Official Maps are
the most commonly used municipal open space preservation mechanisms.

·

Most recreation programs are promoted via municipal websites/newsletters and/or
mailers to residents.

·

In all municipalities the larger Community Parks were the most popular and heavily used.
Specific facilities mentioned included league baseball and soccer fields, destination
playgrounds, picnic shelters, disc-golf and a bike trail.

·

All of the municipalities had their own community supported “Signature Events” such as
spring and fall festivals, and winter and summer holiday parties. All of the municipalities
have successful summer recreation park programs.

·

Two municipalities were planning new facilities or major park improvements: Salisbury
th
Township is planning a new 3 mile Trail at Lindbergh Park to connect with 24 Street at
Fish Hatchery Rd., and LMT is planning improvements at Camp Olympic.
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LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP RECREATION, PARKS
AND OPEN SPACE PLAN
KEY PERSON INTERVIEW
February 7, 2013

Interview Notes

thereby separating the industrial traffic from the residential and recreational traffic. This
proposed location also keeps the active recreation areas central to the Township, while the
previously approved active recreation location is nearby the Township border with Upper
Macungie Township, possibly causing higher use by non-Township residents. DJ indicated that
the Township is in favor of the proposed new location.
AS asked what is the condition of the passive recreation grounds that would remain along the
greenway. DJ indicated that they are very accessible.
AS returned to the question about the benefits of private development to the Township. DJ
referred to fees that are collected by the Township from private developers; however fees are
becoming too onerous for developers to make extra ordinary improvements.

Interviewer: Adam Supplee (AS)
Interviewee: David Jaindl (DJ), Local Business Owner and Major developer in Lower Macungie
Township
AS opened discussions explaining the reason for the interview; the Township hired us as
consultants to analyze the current status of the Township's open space, park and rec facilities,
and offer recommendations for changes or improvements.
AS indicated to DJ that besides the questions that we sent to him, we are open to other
discussion or dialogue that he would like to offer regarding this subject.
DJ requested a copy of the Greenway Master Plan and the Draft Parks and Rec Inventory Plan.
AS offered to send a hard copy and .pdf plans based on DJ’s request.
Question 1: What recreation opportunities to the Township or to the community in
general do you see coming from private development?

Question 2: What should a developer's obligation to the community be regarding parks,
recreation, and open space?
DJ replied that residential developers have an obligation to provide recreational opportunities to
the residents of the development, commensurate to the size of the created community. DJ
noted that the Township-imposed recreational fees levied by Lower and Upper Macungie are
exorbitant; there is no need to raise any fees. These fees are not tied to land prices, they are
tied to unit counts, however they are fees in lieu of recreational land, so if the land is provided,
the fees are not tendered. AS asked DJ if he thought Township imposed recreational fees
imposed by municipalities for nonresidential development are justified. DJ stated that he did not
feel such fees are justified, but all the municipalities are doing the same. He also noted that
nonresidential developments do not drive the need for recreation and open space. DJ noted
that if residential fees in lieu of recreation are not enough to support the residents in the
Township, the Township would have to raise its property taxes, which it has not done.

DJ: Opportunity exists on the Arch diocese property along 222, (not a property that Jaindl is
involved with). Opportunity is in the form of building the facilities, but not in that location. An
opportunity exists on the 100 acre East Penn School District property; however DJ does not
think that is the "smart" place to locate the recreational facilities. DJ recommends that the best
place to locate those facilities is on his 700 acre property in the township, included within the
development that he has proposed. The currently proposed subdivision not only includes open
space and recreation opportunities along the greenway, but also in another large upland portion
of the property, more closely oriented to the non-industrial portions of the proposed
development. When referring to the Greenway plan that AS brought to the meeting, DJ noted
the parcel adjacent to Creamery Park and questioned whether the mapping of Creamery Park
was correct. DJ noted that the large parcel labeled as Creamery Park is actually a private land
(Dadonna?) holding proposed for private development. [Editor Note: AS followed up with the
Township after this meeting and verified that the area labeled as Creamery Park is correct on
the map that DJ was referring to in the interview]
DJ explained the proposed rerouting of
Sauerkraut Rd., and pointed out the 80 acre recreation parcel that he proposed near Sauerkraut
Rd. and the railroad tracks, which will have possibility for trail connections to other nearby parks,
thereby creating a network of recreation facilities. DJ noted that this is an ideal location for the
facilities that would be relocated from the previously mentioned property adjacent to 222. All of
these proposed parks would tie into the greenway. DJ indicated that this parcel configuration
was not the same one that was originally approved by the Township. The originally approved
plan proposed all of the recreation land be located along the Greenway, but separated from the
residential development by industrial uses. The new proposed plan keeps passive recreation
uses along the greenway, while also moving the active recreation away from the industrial uses,

AS asked DJ what (in his opinion) a developer should NOT be responsible for regarding parks
and recreational development. Developers do not want to be overburdened by Townships. He
feels that most Townships do attempt to overburden developers with fees and services in trade
for development approvals. He noted that he does not feel that Lower Macungie does this.
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Question 3: Would you agree/ disagree that providing public recreation amenities such
as parks, trails, and open space within a residential or nonresidential development
increases the long term value and appeal of a residential community or nonresidential
improvement? Why?
DJ: certainly agree for residential recreation, but not at all for active recreation near
nonresidential development. DJ did agree that passive recreational amenities (such as walking
trails and buffers) adjacent to nonresidential development could be seen as an asset to the
nonresidential development, however in general, parks and active recreation are not a benefit to
nonresidential development. Buffers from other uses are an advantage to adjacent residential
uses. Passive recreation can be an asset to offer workers a place to walk or get outside during
their breaks.
Regarding residential communities, DJ noted that bike trails from residential communities to
commercial areas are certainly an asset to the residential community residents and the
commercial areas; however DJ noted that they only offer limited sales appeal for residential
developers. DJ does not yet have past experience with bike paths connecting residential
neighborhoods to commercial areas, but he has built bike trails connecting residential

communities to parks or other communities. He does not see these as a big marketing feature
of a development.

Question 7: Is the state of the economy the reason for the desired development and
alternative plans?

Question 4: Do you regard municipal recreational set asides (preserved land) as a
positive or negative requirement?

DJ: No. The reason for the sudden move on this development is because the former board with
the Township was trying to "downzone" his properties to reduce their potential development
values. DJ saw this proposed rezoning as the municipality stealing the value from him, so he
needed to act quickly to preserve his rights. DJ noted that if the Township did not attempt to
steal his development rights in such a way, he would not have acted so quickly to develop the
tract. This would have been a much longer, more calculated process involving both sides.
DJ noted that the Township downzoned the property back in 1988 and he was not going to let
the Township do this again.

DJ: For a Township to "over-acquire" recreational land not used for anything is a huge mistake.
Townships should not be burdened with mowing and maintaining tiny parcels of land that have
no proposed future use. If a parcel is not on a future 10-year-plan for development or
improvement, the municipality should not hold onto such a property.
Question 5: What could Lower Macungie Township do to improve the value of your
development investment?
DJ noted that he likes working with Lower Macungie, its Commissioners, and the staff. Any
Township needs to listen to and understand a developer’s needs and limitations. Developers
are more willing to work with and actually give more to a Municipality that is fair and reasonable,
than to a municipality that is unreasonable.
DJ noted that his company holds approximately 12,000 acres in the Lehigh Valley Area,
including 700-800 acres of land in active or passive recreation use.
Question 6: What is the status of the Spring Creek Properties Development?
DJ noted that they have final approval for a 14 lot subdivision, industrial, commercial and
residential, however they are proposing an alternative plan which proposes less commercial
square footage and less than half of the originally proposed residential units. The revised
proposal includes better amenities such as more buffering and landscaping, because he (DJ)
thinks this is a better plan for the community. The proposed plan separates industrial traffic
away from residential and commercial traffic. The Industrial tract is proposed to include private
streets, rather than the approved public streets to reduce the maintenance costs to the public.
10-14' berms in buffers are proposed, but not required around the industrial property, because
Jaindl thinks it is the right thing to do. The proposal includes 1,000 acres of preserved land to
the west of the proposed development. He noted that there is an appeal on their current
approval, by 4 neighbors who hired an outside attorney, but they have won the appeal. DJ
noted that Jaindl and the Township are both on the same side of the appeal. The costs of such
an appeal process just uses up money that would otherwise be spent on amenities to the
development and the community. The appeal was overruled, but the appellant has appealed
this decision to further delay the project. DJ noted that one plan or the other will be built. If the
appeal causes him to stay with the originally approved plan, he will build that one, but he would
prefer to build the better, alternative plan. The only issue with the alternative plan is that he
needs to rezone two large pieces of land (swapping recreational and industrial zones) in order
to make the alternative plan viable. Jaindl is proposing to preserve land through County
projects, with the county purchasing the development rights. Wildlands is holding other lands
via conservation agreements. Other lands are proposed to be preserved privately by Jaindl to
connect the large preserved parcels to the west. DJ noted that these preservation parcels will
allow the Greenway Trail to pass though these parcels on the way to Longswamp Township.
Preservation agreements are being drawn up to be flexible enough to allow amenities such as
trails to be built.
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Question 8: When do you expect to break ground, if you have your way?
DJ: July-August of 2013.
AS: Which part would you start on first?
DJ noted that he was not sure yet, but there are a lot of off-site improvements to be performed
before the industrial or residential development could begin.
DJ also noted that the market will drive which portion (residential or industrial) of the
development.
AS: What type of industrial uses would you expect to have in the proposed development?
DJ: Hopefully as much manufacturing as possible, but a variety of uses will be included such as
warehouses, offices, and other traditional industrial commerce uses. DJ noted that the
dedication of recreational lands would occur early in the process. He does not expect to hold
out on dedication of these lands.
AS: How does the Alburtis community feel about the proposed alternative plan which extends
the commercial corridor out beyond the Alburtis boundary?
DJ: They are in favor of it, as of this interview, he has heard no opposition to the alternate
proposal from Alburtis. The original plans faced opposition from Alburtis, but as the plans
evolved, less and less opposing residents attended the meetings.
AS told DJ that the project team is open to any new suggestions that he might have. DJ offered
that he also will continue to be available for follow up questions, etc.
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LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP RECREATION, PARKS
AND OPEN SPACE PLAN
KEY PERSON INTERVIEW
April 29, 2013
Lower Macungie Township Building

Interview Notes
Interviewer: Adam Supplee
Interviewee: Dennis Timmer, LMT Parks and Recreation Board President (DT)
Lower Macungie Parks & Recreation Board (PRB)
Question 1: What specific projects or goals would the Board like to see accomplished in
the next two years? Five Years?

Also discussed is Question 2: What improvements to Parks, Recreation, and Open space
could be made to better benefit the LMT Citizens?
DT: A 5-year plan was started by the PRB when the Township was reorganized to a First Class
Township. Since then, the 5-year plan has been updated every year at the same time the following year’s
budget is prepared. DT offered a copy of the 5-year plan to Adam and then upon AS’s request, ran
through the highlights of the current 5 year plan, in general order of priority, with year one being listed
first.
Highest priority is handicap accessibility, park by park, year by year. Current priorities are Church Lane
and Quarry Parks this year, then Wescosville, then Creamery, then Wild Cherry. Handicap Parking,
signage, and handicap accessibility are intertwined issues in most of these parks. They all need to be
addressed together. There are areas which seem impossible to provide ADA access to, such as the big,
(premier) baseball field at Church Lane. There is no paved pathway between the parking lot and the big
ballfield. It is an important location because East Penn School District uses this field.
AS asked if every park has been reviewed for accessibility, or if just the major parks have been audited.
DT replied that just the major parks have been analyzed and prioritized. DT noted that he has mentioned
before at meetings that he doesn’t see how it would be possible to provide all uses in all parks to all
people. He would like to see what the report suggests. AS noted that all parks should be reviewed and
prioritized, but some of the proposed actions may actually be removing certain uses, rather than making
them accessible, which may be prohibitive.
Currently out for construction is phase 3 of the Township Campus walking path, which should be
completed this summer. Camp Olympic items are spread over the 5-year plan. Year one of the plan
includes hiring designated park and rec employees. Dean Mohr is one employee. There will also be
another seasonal or part time parks and rec employee. Also included is park signage. The main parks all
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now have park identification signs, this was the first of three phases of signage. The next phase will
include labeling sub areas within parks, and highlighting park rules, etc.
Another important item of the 5-year plan is the Greenway and trail implementation, with a pilot project
intended for this year (2013).
Another priority is expansion of the indoor recreation facilities at the Township Community Center/
Library. The PRB toured adjacent and nearby Townships to compare their facilities with the other
Townships and determined that the LMT facilities are far less than many of the adjacent Townships.
AS asked if there have been any discussions about expanding indoor recreation facilities at another
location in the Township. DT stated no, there was not, but the Jaindl west development is certainly a
possibility for additional indoor recreation facilities. The PRB has had theoretical discussions about
building a regional Township athletic complex on the Jaindl Property, but nothing has been officially
discussed or planned at this point.
Another priority is parking improvements at Wild Cherry Park. Currently there are no solutions, there is a
constrained area where parking could be expanded, and there is inadequate parking. Neighbor concerns
about expansion are also a concern.
th

th

The 4 and 5 year priorities are more nebulous, due to unpredictability of budget, priority, and other
unknown factors.
DT noted that there are items that do not appear on the 5 year list, but are still priorities. One of these
priorities is the recreation area in the Jaindl Western property. Due to the unknown nature of
development timing, this item cannot yet be placed on a priority list.
Another issue is creation of a dog park; DT and the PRB are looking forward to the recommendations of
this consultant team, via the report. AS asked why the dog park is not on the 5-year plan. DT noted that
there is not yet an agreed upon location for a dog park, and they will rely on the recreation plan process
to come up with suggestions for a dog park. AS noted that the plan will definitely recommend a dog park,
but the location is still being worked out.
Another issue is tennis court maintenance. Many tennis courts are in disrepair and are in need of
resurfacing. This is an item that is carried out by public works, when time and money are available to do
so. Having a dedicated parks and rec staff person might help to prioritize items like this.
AS asked if this 5-year plan is only capital improvements, as opposed to maintenance. DT agreed that in
general, this is correct.
DT noted that in addition to having dedicated Park and Rec staff, the PRB desires to have a Parks and
Recreation Administrator or Director as an employee at LMT. DT noted that most other municipalities
similar in size to LMT do have such a person on staff. It is almost inconceivable that this person does not
exist with a Township this large. The PRB has reached out to these other Twp Parks and Rec directors
in the past for advice or comparison.
Another issue is a plot of recreation space at Spring Ridge Crossing. This land has not yet been
dedicated to the Township, and therefore is not on the 5 year plan. Once dedicated, this is an opportunity
to relieve some of the immediate pressure by sport activity demand. AS asked if this space has been
designed or master planned. DT said, not it has not been designed yet.
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Another priority is that some of the existing paths in the Township desperately need paving, due to
washouts and wear that cannot be properly maintained. Spring Creek is one of these parks. DT noted
that Dennis Hinkel met with DT at Creamery Park to review some of the paths that the Board feels need
to be paved. AS asked what Dennis Hinkel’s opinions are on paving these trails. DT noted that he really
couldn’t speak for Dennis, but Dennis understood the need for paving in certain areas. DT is concerned
that pathway paving is done piecemeal, only in areas where paving is deemed necessary, and when
budget and time allow. So only short pieces are paved here and there. There have been a lot of
comments from citizens on the quality of paths at these parks, especially at Spring Creek.
One last item that Dennis noted for the long term plan is a skate park. Recently there has been a lot of
requests for a not only a skate park, but also ice skating and roller hockey. AS noted that there are many
successful skate parks in the area and that they are not the liability that some fear them to be. DT agreed
that there would need to be some supervisory review of a facility like a skate park. He also noted that
most municipalities that have skate parks also have a local police force to be on call and to develop a
trust with the kids using the skate park.

Conversation jumped to question 19, What suggestions for improvement, or negative
comments do you hear from the public about the Township's Parks, Rec and Open Space
Facilities?
DT noted that some of the “specialized” playground equipment in certain parks is showing age, such as
infant swings or handicap specialty equipment. Equipment might be aging, or is just missing. There
needs to be some kind of program to maintain or rejuvenate these existing park facilities. DT noted that
this is where the numerous pocket parks become an issue. There are a lot of maintenance needs for
parks that may only serve a very few. AS noted that the report will certainly be addressing this issue and
might include recommendations for removing or relocating equipment or activities from certain
underutilized parks. DT agreed that this should be a consideration.

Question 4- Is there demand for lighted facilities? If so, what type of facilities?
DT noted that yes, there is a demand for lighted facilities, but there is a Township ordinance that prohibits
illumination or use of parks at night. No facilities have lights or artificial turf for intense use.

Question 3: When was the Township’s Parks and Recreation mission statement created?
Is it still current and valid?
The current mission statement was created when the Township was reorganized to a First Class
Township. DT was part of the board at the time the mission statement was created. When
reorganization occurred, and the first Board of Commissioners was appointed, one of the new
Commissioners changed the scope and title of the old Parks and Recreation Board to the “Lower
Macungie Township Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Farmland Preservation Board”. There was not
a great amount of sentiment from the sitting Parks and Recreation Board to accept this new title or the
additional tasks which it entailed, but the Board did accept it. DT noted that the priority at that time was to
run a successful park and recreation board and focus on these fundamentals which were previously not
being carried out fully.

the Parks and Recreation Board into a “catchall” simply because there was no other group or body to
delegate these tasks to. When the next Board of Commissioners was appointed, they removed the
Farmland Preservation and Open Space tasks for the title of the board. The board is currently officially
titled “ Lower Macungie Township Parks and Recreation Board”. The parks and Rec Board feels that it is
important that the Open Space and Farmland Preservation tasks be delegated to another board that
specializes in these topics. AS noted that some other municipalities include the tasks of open space and
farmland preservation on the Municipalities’ EAB (Environmental Advisory Board), or similar. DT noted
that the EAC (Envirnmental Advisory Council), which was formed well after the Township reorganization
is a more appropriate body for these topics, and they have begun lately to speak out for these issues,
such as Kratzer Farm preservation.
The Mission Statement may not have ever been officially changed, but the PRB understands their
mission to read as follows: “The Mission of the Lower Macungie Parks and Recreation Board is to
promote year-round leisure opportunities for citizens of all ages through diverse programs, park settings,
and recreational facilities.”
DT noted that the part of the old mission statement “while fostering the preservation of open space and
farmland within the Township” has been dropped because the PRB has never used that part of the
phrase and it does not fit the activities of this Board. AS asked if the official title of the Board is still
“Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Farmland Preservation Board”. DT
reiterated that no, it is not. DT noted that the project team will need to check to see if this change has
ever been made officially.
AS asked if it was officially changed at some time, DT said that he is assuming that it has been officially
changed by the Township, because he has not seen that title used for at least the past few years.
AS asked if the topic of Farmland Preservation has been officially delegated to another board such as the
EAC (Environmental Advisory Council). DT replied that he is not sure if it has been officially adopted or
accepted by the EAC as a part of their mission. AS noted that the project team will address this in the
report recommendations. DT reiterated that he cannot see how the topic of farmland preservation is
connected to Parks and Recreation, but that is should certainly be addressed by someone.

Question 6: How and when was the Parks and Recreation Department started? Can you
describe the history of the Township’s park and recreation functions?
DT said he moved to the Township in 2006, and currently there is only one other person who was on the
Board prior to that. DT is not sure how much prior, so the best place or person to see would be

DT noted that his personal feelings about the lingering title and assignment is that the Open Space and
Farmland Preservation items are so important, that they should have their own board. The Board did not
feel that the current volunteers on the Board were the right people to address the Open Space and
Farmland Preservation issues. The Parks and Rec board felt that adding these two other tasks turned

AS asked if DT knows when the Board was created. DT replied that he checked with seasoned members
on the Board. They were able to confirm that it was in place in 1990, but there was a different set of
responsibilities for the old board, since there were no paid employees to oversee playground staffing and
recreational programming. By the 1990’s, the Township had taken over these types of responsibilities
when Denise Foulke’s position was created to handle day to day operations of the Parks and Recreation
activities within the Township. At that point, the Board took on more of an advisory and long term
planning role, less hands-on with routine activities. After this change, the Board met infrequently while it
was a Second Class Township, but since it has become a First Class Township, it has met regularly
monthly, 12 months per year. DT noted that there was another president of the Park and Recreation
Board for the first year or so that DT was on the Board (beginning around 2006), but then DT has been
president since about 2009. Besides the topics covered on Farmland Preservation, no other major
changes have occurred to the PRB since DT has been on the Board.
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AS asked if there were any “older” recreation facilities in the past that were operated differently, not
counting private facilities such as Camp Olympic. DT stated that he was not sure, but Dennis Hinkel or
Lee Lichtenwalner could possibly answer this question.

Question 7- How are the “Lower Macungie Township Parks, Recreation, Open Space,
and Farmland Preservation Board” and the ““Lower Macungie Township Parks,
Recreation Board” different? What are the roles and responsibilities of the Board(s)?
See Discussions from Question 3. They are not different, these titles refer to the same board, evolving
over time. As mentioned earlier, Denise Foulke covers the day to day operations of the Township’s parks
and recreation functions, while the board addresses big picture and longer term issues. Denise only
attends Board meetings when requested to do so by the Board. They do not ask her to attend every
meeting. The board acts as a sounding board for local citizen concerns and suggestions. They also
oversee recreational organizations such as LMYA, the Lazers Swim Team and the Senior Citizen’s Club.
LMYA, The Lazers, and the Senior Citizen’s Club have to come to the Board with any budget requests
that they might have, for recommendation by the PRB to the Board of Commissioners. If residents or
citizens have issues with LMYA or similar organizations, they may come to the Board to discuss the
issues.
A large responsibility of the PRB is to submit an annual budget to the Commissioners for the upcoming
year. He noted that Denise submits a separate budget for programming and other tasks related directly
to her position. The PRB budget focuses more on capital improvements while Denise’s budget is more
for programming, the swimming pool, and employees such as swimming pool seasonal employees.
DT noted that the PRB is an advisory board to the Board of Commissioners, therefore they really have no
direct authority; they just offer suggestions and recommendations to the Board.

Question 8- How are programs funded? How are the Community Center and Swimming
Pool funded?
DT noted that there are a list of program user fees, that can be made available by Denise. The prevailing
philosophy of the Commissioners is that as programs demand more, user fees will go up to balance this
demands for specific individual activities, rather than just raising taxes and paying through the general
fund. DT noted that the Board is sensitive to the fact that, “you just can’t keep raising user fees, because
at some point, you will start losing program participants”

Q9- Do you hire and train staff and recruit volunteers? If yes, how are they hired,
appointed and trained?
See also Q10 through Q15
DT noted that the PRB does not hire or train staff. That task is performed by the paid employees in the
Township. See Denise, Lee and Dennis Hinkel for answers to these specific questions.

Q15- What are the PRB’s record keeping procedures?
DT noted that the board keeps all minutes of all meetings and that the minutes are posted online. This is
an open, public board, anyone is welcome to attend the meetings and monitor the activities of the Board.
The PRB has official titles including President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The treasurer is
responsible for keeping track of budgeted spending each year. There are also subcommittees of the
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Board in which all of the PRB members are involved in some capacity. DT feels strongly that delegating
responsibilities amongst the Board members is important to carry out the duties of the board efficiently.

Q16- Are you aware of any under-served demographic of the population, in regard to
park, recreation and open space?
DT noted that he has not seen any organized efforts to raise concerns about this. On occasion, the
Board does receive some individual issues or concerns in writing, but very rarely do individuals actually
come to a Board meeting to express their concerns. DT noted that when he receives letters or
communication of concerned citizens, he does invite them to the Board meetings, but few take him up on
the offer. The Board tries to be sensitive to potentially under-served demographics. LMYA and adult
leagues tend to represent the “middle” of the age spectrum, but the PRB is sensitive to the very young
and the old, who do not have the same “voice” in the Township. For example, the seniors have
approached the Board to ask for facilities for Pickleball. The PRB is currently recommending that
pickleball facilities be created in the Township, on one of the existing tennis courts. DT noted that the
couple who originally approached the PRB with the Pickleball request will be appearing before the Board
of Commissioners next week to get full approval, along with the recommendation of the PRB. The
seniors group is also attempting to prepare a pickleball workshop to get the word out about this new
facility and the sport which itself is new to most residents.
For little kids/ infants, the PRB budgeted for “infant” swings to serve the children of the young families
moving into the Hills at Lockridge. In general, the PRB tries to consider all demographics when planning
parks and recreation. AS noted that the team’s research indicates that because this is a growth ring
suburb and many new or young families are moving to the area, the population will likely (on average)
begin to age in place. DT agreed and noted that this is one reason that the PRB is really pushing for the
Township-wide pedestrian network. “The proposed pedestrian network is really a key element in the
future of the Township’s Park and Recreation system. “ DT noted that pathways serve not only seniors,
but also parents with strollers, and every age in between. At Trexler Park, parents and strollers are lined
up to use the path system, and there is no reason that this should not be the same in Lower Macungie.
DT noted that people should be able to walk or bike to a baseball game, to go shopping, or to the post
office.
Handicapped people are also an important demographic that is being addressed through park
improvements, upgrades, and renovations.

Q17- What areas of the Township do you see needs or opportunities for new parks or
recreation opportunities?
DT stated that as mentioned earlier in the interview, areas for growth or expansion of the Township’s
Parks and recreation system include western Jaindl, Spring Ridge Crossing, Kratzer Farm (possibly
passive or open space), Camp Olympic, Hamilton Crossing. DT Noted that pollution contamination from
mining was found at the Hamilton Crossing site, and now the proposed recreational fields and Emmaus
High School Baseball Stadium for that site will likely need to be placed elsewhere. The developer of this
site was initially proposing to construct a baseball stadium, but now they cannot do that due to the
contamination. DT noted that just because the promised stadium cannot be built there, the developer
should provide some sort of compensation so that the promised facilities can be provided elsewhere. DT
noted that he just wrote a letter to the Planning Commission requesting that some compensation be
provided to offset the impact of the CostCo construction on the adjacent Wescosville ball fields.
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Q18- What positive comments do you hear from the public about the Township’s parks,
recreation and Open Space Facilities?
Q19- What suggestions for improvement, or negative comments do you hear from the
public about the Township's Parks, Rec and Open Space Facilities?
DT noted that they hear positive comments about acquiring and creating parks. There are always going
to be comments about maintenance issues, but overall, DT and the Board feel that the parks are “in pretty
decent shape”.
Negative comments on maintenance often originate because a particular person happens to be at a
particular place when there is a temporary maintenance need. For example, a tennis court net may be in
need of repair. Some tennis courts just need to be refinished which is an object of longer term
maintenance. Residents will certainly let the PRB know when such issues are noted.
DT noted that some issues, such as resurfacing a tennis court are very expensive. This comes back to
the question of “has there ever been a true assessment of the use of the tennis courts?” Are facilities
being used to capacity, or should some be taken out of use due to reduced demand? DT noted that
some tennis courts are heavily used while other are not. If an assessment finds that there is a low
demand for certain facilities, some tennis courts should be considered for other uses such as skate parks,
pickleball or roller hockey. AS noted that underutilization might be an issue of public education. AS
noted that the report might recommend that signs for this type of facility include information on where the
other tennis courts are located in the Township. Residents just may not be aware that other facilities
exist.
Another recurring comment or issue is known parking capacity problems in certain parks. AS asked if the
trail network might help to relieve this parking demand. DT noted that in some situations trails might
alleviate some parking problems, but busy families attending sporting events for multiple family members
are not likely to walk to their events. Wild Cherry probably has the biggest parking capacity issue
currently.
Other occasional complaints include restrooms in need of attention. The main issue with restrooms is
destructive vandalism, more than just overuse. There needs to be some way of increasing patrols on the
vandalism. AS noted that Dennis Hinkel noted that the Township should consider placing more
maintenance and patrol responsibility on the sports organization using the facilities. DT noted that this is
a good suggestion.
AS asked if they hear many complaints about handicap access to their parks. DT noted that they hear
occasional complaints, but “the Board is trying to be proactive in regards to ADA compliance, rather than
waiting for complaints or liability actions. For something like ADA, you can’t wait for complaints and then
respond. You must address these issues as they become known and as funding allows.”
AS asked if there are ever comments or complaints about overall equipment maintenance. DT noted that
they have had concerns raised by LMYA, and the way it is being handled is that LMYA is beginning to
buy their own maintenance equipment. For example, LMYA has purchased “mules” (equipment for
leveling out the skinned surfaces of the field).
AS noted that our team was aware that LMYA is responsible for game day maintenance such as striping,
but not any other types of equipment. DT noted that LMYA also has taken it upon themselves to provide
equipment shelters/ sheds. These types of responsibilities are being shifted from the Township to LMYA,
because they are the primary users of the fields. DT noted that he was not sure if this trend is normal.
AS said that it certainly is, and that many municipalities even put normal maintenance responsibilities
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such as mowing on the organization. DT noted that there is talk of LMYA entering into a contract for
mowing and maintaining new facilities such as the Jaindl west. If this happens, the organization (LMYA)
would be responsible for almost all maintenance.

Question 20: Residents have requested that we identify one or more possible locations
for a dog park within the Township. What are your thoughts on potential locations and
any operational or maintenance concerns?
DT noted that the PRB has considered Camp Olympic for a dog park, but due to the fact that much of it
is in a flood zone, that idea was ruled out. Maybe there is a location within Camp Olympic that is outside
the flood zone. Quarry Park is often brought up as a suggestion because it is remote and would have
less resistance from neighbors than other parks would. DT noted that maybe Quarry Park and Creamery
Park could be connected some day and the land in between could be a good dog park location. DT noted
that there are a lot of NIMBY (not in my back yard) situations with a dog park. AS responded that the
ideal location for the first dog park would be a location that is more remote. When the park users and
residents become more comfortable with the concept of a dog park, it might be in greater demand near a
developed area.

Q21- Do you know of any parcels which are proposed for future recreation development?
Q22- In what ways does Lower Mac cooperate with other municipalities? With regional
initiatives? With the School District?
Q23- What are the obligations of the Youth Association and other contracted
organizations who use the facilities? Who opens and closes, and does daily/ weekly
maintenance for the facilities?
DT noted that these questions were addressed in previous answers but reiterated that development of
Spring Ridge Crossing and Jaindl are certainly priorities. Maybe the process of the Township taking
dedication of Spring Ridge Crossing could be sped up to make these recreation areas become a reality
sooner.
In summation, lands which are necessary to be purchased for the Greenway should be a high priority for
acquisition. “Greenway/ Pathway land acquisition should have at least as much priority for acquisition
as recreation fields, if not more.”
AS asked if open space should be acquired for future development of recreational facilities? DT noted
that he is not sure if the PRB is ready to jump into development of Kratzer Farm. They are still grappling
with the development of Camp Olympic. DT noted that there really has not been much discussion by the
PRB about open space. The Board just doesn’t feel comfortable with this topic and they don’t feel that is
within their purview. The PRB relies on the EAC for open space preservation and acquisition
recommendations. DT noted that even preservation of woodlands, open space for bird sanctuaries and
wildlife habitat would be the responsibility of the EAC. DT noted that this answer is based on his
opinions, but may not be the thoughts of the whole PRB.

AS asked if there were any issues that were not covered during this interview that should
have been
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DT noted that he felt that most all topic were covered in the interview one way or the other, however the
topic of Open Space and Farmland Preservation should have a more structured home in the Township.
Some Townships have dedicated boards for this, but this is not the case in Lower Mac.
DT noted that there is a subcommittee of the Board of Commissioners called the Public Works
Committee. As of recently, the Commissioners has asked the PRB to bring recommendations and
requests to this subcommittee rather than directly to the Board. The PRB is concerned that this
lengthens the time to which a request from the PRB appears before the Commissioners. It would be nice
to have a closer connection directly to the Board of commissioners, rather than having to go through the
subcommittee to then bring it to the Commissioners committee as a whole.

Review/ Response from Dennis Timmer 5/2/13

1. I neglected to mention that Wild Cherry Park has drainage issues as well as parking ones. During heavy rains
the playing field areas can be water logged due to the flat nature of the layout of the park. A drainage system would
alleviate this problem but likely the cost to do a retro-fit would be very expensive.
2. LMT does have a Recreation Director (Denise Fouke) but no one really is a Parks Director employed by the
township. The PRB is not necessarily suggesting someone to handle both Parks & Recreation. It is up to the BOC
to decide how best to handle it.
3. The problem of reporting to the Public Works Committee of the BOC is not lack of communication but one of
timing. Generally, the PWC meets a few days BEFORE the PRB meets. Any issues raised at the PRB meeting
need almost a month to be heard before the PWC. A Parks Director would be able to address concerns on a more
immediate basis.
I will make a copy of the Five Year Plan for you and get it to the LMT building no later than Monday. I also have
a copy of the field usage by LMYA that was given to me by Lindsay Taylor. I will also include it for you.
Thank you once again for giving the PRB a chance to present our views.

Dennis J. Timmer
LMT Parks & Recreation Board President
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LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP COMPREHENSIVE
RECREATION, PARKS AND OPEN SPACE PLAN

LL:
-

Prepare plans to reduce mowing, especially unnecessary mowing.
LL also noted that a Master Plan be prepared for Kratzer Farms, developing a unique
intent based on Township needs.

-

DH noted that access to Kratzer Farms must be carefully figured out because the main
access point is the old bridge.

MUNICIPAL STAFF INTERVIEW
January 15, 2013, 8:00 AM
Lower Macungie Township Building

Interview Notes
Interviewer: Adam Supplee (AS)
Tom McLane (TM)
John Hoover (JH)

Q2: What improvements to Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces could be made to better
benefit the LMT residents? How would these improvements be funded?
(ed.)
DH:
-

Interviewees: Dennis Hinkel (DH)
Sara Pandl (SP)
Lee Lichtenwalner (LL)
Denise Foulke (DF)
Bruce Fosselman (BF)

-

Question 1: What specific projects or goals would you like to see accomplished in the
next two years? Five years?
Highest Priority is implementing the planned Greenway and Trails Master Plan
Other high priority is to build out full facilities for Camp Olympic

-

Camp Olympic is currently the main focus for the next 2 years

-

DH:
-

Need to get rid of some pocket parks
Longer term goal would be to divide the Township's park system up into 4 or 5 regional
connected park systems
Reduce time/man power spent on landscaping maintenance (5 men during the summer)
Agreements with LMYA should include additional maintenance performed by LMYA
Currently LMYA grooms and lines the fields, but LMT does most other maintenance
including mowing.
DH noted that LMT contracts with a private mowing contractor (EMI) to mow and
maintain Township owned land east of Brookside Road. EMI is also contracted to
perform all leaf collection.
DH Noted that hiring a subcontractor is actually less expensive than mowing using inhouse labor and equipment.

DF:
-

As we develop Camp Olympic, keep the camp open to residents for other activities.
LMYA tends to schedule, program and reserve all the other "big parks".
DF also noted that LMT should explore the opportunities for splash parks/ spray parks
elsewhere.
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Paddle Tennis is a very popular activity in New York City, especially due to its relatively
small footprint. It would probably be popular locally.
Quarry Park should be improved/ developed.

LL:
-

BF:

Street Hockey/ roller hockey is in demand, possibly on an existing tennis court, possibly
at Camp Olympic
Also handball/ racquetball
Improve ADA access/ compliance to all parks. Remove any parks that cannot be easily
upgraded to compliance.

BF:

SP:
-

the possibility of lighted courts was discussed

(ed.)
-

-

Night activities and lighted fields will help to extend the useful time that fields are
available
Residents near Camp Olympic do not like when there is evening use at the park.
Quarry Park would be better as there are no adjacent residences.
Maybe install artificial turf at Quarry Park
Discussion continued noting that Wild Cherry & Spring Ridge Crossing are both
scheduled for new field development.
Also discussion on Agreements with Youth and sport associations ensued. Lower
Macungie has a standard financial agreement with the LMYA in which Lower Macungie
pays LMYA for the services that it provides. This agreement also includes liability and
other standard clauses. LL agreed to provide the consultant team with a copy of the
LMYA standard operating agreement.
In addition to LMYA, the Lower Macungie Lazers swim team also has an operating
agreement with the Township ($3,000/year).

-

DF noted that LMT has a 7 week summer camp program for ages 6 through 11. Over
400 kids attend each year and there is always a waiting list

-

BF noted that he leans toward improving the local parks
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DH:
-

The demand for manicuring the parks keeps increasing
Parks should be programmed with less intensive use activities
Some parks such as Waterfall Crossing are so isolated that people don't even know that
they exist, or that they are for public use.

(ed.)
-

Another employee is scheduled to be hired to assist Denise Foulke with her current
duties as Parks and Recreation Director.

Q: What positive comments do you hear from the public about the Township's Parks, Rec
and Open space Facilities?

SP:
-

wants to see more personal fitness activities in the parks, including running, cycling, a
pump park, etc.
SP noted that bow hunting and trapping is still permitted in Twp. open spaces.

Q: How are the Township parks and facilities funded? Is there a capital budget and fiveyear capital program?
Q: Is the Township considering any tax increases that would affect the Rec Plan, or will a
Real Estate tax be created in the near future?
(ed.)
-

-

Discussion ensued regarding funding. Parks and Recreation committee prepares a
budget for general funding use and lobbies for the allocation of such general funds each
year. Besides the occasional grant, the Township's general fund is the only revenue
source that funds the LMT parks.
There has been recent consideration an EIT (Earned Income Tax) to fund
improvements. This money might be reserved for capital improvements, ADA upgrades,
or for introducing new recreational activities.
If a new police department is started in the Township, park funding will certainly need to
be funded differently. This change is imminent.

DF:

The Township gives the library up to $500k each year. Additional funding for the library
is from other fundraising, book sales, etc.

Parents love the summer park program
Residents really like the pool in the summertime

-

Country Clubs

BF:
Q: What suggestions for improvement, or negative comments do you hear from the
public about the Township's Parks, Rec and Open space Facilities?
DH:
-

Geese and birds often generate negative comments
DH often hears complaints about the restrooms

LL:
-

The public does not know how much Open Space the Township actually has.

-

The Township needs a bigger pool (However, the pool cannot be expanded where it is
due to proximity to the floodplain)
Residents complain that the Township does not mow often enough

-

people don't realize what is involved in the current maintenance of parks
more community gardens should be added throughout the Township.

-

Suggested that some underutilized pocket parks be converted to community garden
parcels

-

Garden plots can be a maintenance issue/ nuisance to the Township
DF suggests requiring a $100 deposit from each gardener to cover any cleanup required
by the Twp. at the end of the season
The Public Works Dept. responds to Community Garden complaints.

BF:

LL:
-

-

SP:

Q: How do you envision maintenance considerations being incorporated to encourage
public use while not overly burdening Township staff?
LL:
DH:
-

DH will be getting another employee this year, solely for parks dept. maintenance
DH oversees 4 departments: Parks, Sewer, Roads, and Facilities
Normal Maintenance for public parks includes cleaning the public restrooms every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. This maintenance includes collecting garbage, etc.
All park and rec restrooms have time-locks on the doors. The restrooms are only
available for public use during the day of the months of April through September.
DH recommended that maintenance responsibility should be on the LMYA, due to the
fact that vandalism (especially nuisance vandalism like toilet paper on the ceiling) tends
to occur during LMYA events.
The Township is considering security cameras at some of its parks.
DH suggested that future park designs should be reviewed for maintenance
considerations before going to construction. Less ornamental horticulture equals less
maintenance hours.

DF:

(ed.)
-

Page 3 of 5

The pros and cons of a Skate Park were discussed.
-Labeling and naming discussion: Parks should be labeled as "Passive Recreation" or
"Natural Area" to let the public know not to expect intense maintenance.
Open spaces should be named according to the street they are located on until another
worthy name presents itself.
Should a Greenway logo be used on signage?
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Q: Residents have requested that we identify one or more possible locations for a dog
park within the township. Can the staff offer any input on potential locations, or identify
any operational and maintenance issues/concerns?
BF:
-

noted liability concerns

JH Noted that in his experience in Cheltenham Twp., they have had very few liability issues, and
people tend to be very responsible and clean up after their pets in a dog park, even more so
than outside of the dog park.
LL:
(ed.)
-

Recommends that dog park maintenance and responsibility be contracted to an
association
Discussion: Quarry Park and Camp Olympic are currently heavily used by dog owners to
let their dogs run.

Q: In what ways does Lower Mac cooperate with other municipalities?
DH:
-

There is no formal maintenance agreement between municipalities, but they do
occasionally share equipment, and even share work crews in for certain situations.
Macungie Borough took Christmas trees and leaves to their compost area.

-

LMT participates in a Joint Municipal Planning Commission
Macungie Borough's park is private; it is not run by the Borough.
Kalmbach Park is operated on a trust agreement.

-

DF meets quarterly with 5 other nearby municipalities, with a focus on community
centers
Upper Macungie purchased a large tract of land with a contemporary house. They rent
out the space for events.

LL:

DF:
-

If you have any other suggestions, advice, or input regarding the Township's Parks,
Recreation and Open Space Facilities, staffing, or organizational structure, send us an
email, or fax. Anonymous or confidential input is welcome.
-

DH noted that he is looking for advice on Watermill Park regarding construction.
Currently, the tennis courts are being abused by skating. Maybe create a skate park or
roller hockey court.

(ed.):
- It was noted that there is a desire for more public concerts. Currently, two per year.
Concert locations: Prater Park and East Texas Park

Page 5 of 5

LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP RECREATION, PARKS AND OPEN SPACE PLAN
KEY PERSON INTERVIEW
February 27, 2013
Wildlands Conservancy
Interview Notes
Interviewer: Adam Supplee (AS)
Interviewee: Scott Cope (SC)

AS- What role does Wildlands Play in the Comprehensive Parks, resources and Natural

Spaces Plan?
SC- Trails expertise, recreation advice, programming, etc
AS- Does Wildlands currently provide any programming in Lower Macungie?
SC- Yes, there are a few programs that have occurred or will occur in the current year. Wildlands would
like to be even more involved in programming educational and nature related activities.
AS- How does your interaction with Lower Mac differ from your work in other nearby

municipalities?
SC- Each program and agreement is customized to fit the municipality. Lower Mac is relatively well
staffed, so the amount of collaboration with Lower Mac and Wildlands is generally less that other
municipalities, particularly the City of Allentown.
AS- Regarding the current plan we are working on, can you offer any suggestions for the

project team as we move forward?
SC- Yes. Reduce mowing, encourage connectivity between spaces, get desirable properties, but not the
unusable properties, use the NRPA standards.
Very important to have an ordinance in place that requires that open space meet NRPA or other
functional standards to assure that the land will be useful to Lower Mac, rather than a burdon.
AS noted that steering committee discussions on homeowner’s associations led to the fact that the
developers do not want to create homeowners associations. SC noted that of course they don’t want
them, but they certainly should have them. It is the responsibility of the Developer and the new citizens of
the development to take care of their own storm water basins and any other undesirable “open spaces”

Reading from the interview questions, SC moved onto the question about staffing
structure. He noted that there is currently not a paid Director of Parks, and there should
be.

SC: In general, a quality of life for taxpayers improves, Lower Mac is currently situated with an excellent
and rare opportunity to create a top notch parks and rec system.

From a Wildlands perspective? Lower Mac is a great partner to work with, they share equipment
occasionally (even a backhoe once) and continue to promote Wildlands.
SC: Lower Mac should really have someone totally dedicated to marketing or making known what LMT’s
park system has to offer. A Trained professional in this position can offer great PR that will make Lower
Mac a more desirable place to live. Without having someone who is professionally trained and
experienced to make the parks system the best way possible. LMT may not be ready for this person just
yet, but it should definitely be a goal of the Township. Without public relations for this great open space,
parks, and recreation, Lower Macungie will solely be known for its suburban sprawl, but not for the
positive aspects of living there.
AS noted that the steering committee had some discussion regarding the South Mountain area and the
desire to preserve the aquifer which exists below it.
SC noted that this is where Wildlands can really help by protecting the South Mountain Land forever.
SC also noted that the Township should definitely place permanent protection on its parks, so there is no
future desire to sell off the parks, or any portions of them. A separate beneficiary such as Wildlands
should be named into the deed restriction that keeps Township-owned parkland from being sold. [for
short-term gain or myopic visions.]
[A conversation ensued between AS and SC, with both parties contributing]… Even lands that may be
need to be developed for future active recreation can be preserved as natural areas now until they are
needed later. This type of vision allows the Township to choose ideal locations for public amenities rather
than settling with the land that is remaining after development.
Privately owned High Value Natural Areas should be identified now so that rights of first refusal or
arrangements for purchasing development rights can be established to preserve these lands long before
the current owner desires a change in ownership. SC recommended that LMT search for the
municipalities in the area that have the strongest restrictions against developing sensitive areas. This
type of action will draw opposition, but you’ve just gotta do it now while you can, before these remaining
resources are lost forever.
SC asked if LMT has a billboard ordinance to regulate aesthetics, at least in certain parts of the
Township. He noted that if there is nothing in place now, there is a good possibility that there will be
billboards all over the place.
SC recommended planting non-invasive street trees, AS noted that if such trees are planted, the
Township needs to set up a long term program and funding to maintain those trees through their lifespan,
including future replacement.
SC recommended that the Township focuses on Safe Routes to school. AS agreed and noted that LMT
should take advantage of planning programs like this while the community’s infrastructure is young,
growing and flexible.

SC: Lower Mac should strive to maintain its good relationship with the East Penn School District.

AS: Based on your experience, can you name positive and negative aspects of having
public open space and recreation nearby?

AS: What are the potential economic advantages of a well maintained park, recreation
and open space system?In Lower Mac?

SC: Positives include all the classic textbook reasons for advantages of public open space; kids in parks
exercising, exploring nature, [maturing through environmental stimulation], health, creation of community,
etc.

Negatives include NIMBY’s, (nuisances from wildlife, mosquitos, ticks, noise, lights, crime, perception of
outsiders coming in to do bad in public rec areas). SC noted that if the park already exists and someone
moves in, then complains, then shame on them for moving there. These negatives are all very minor
compared to the benefits listed above.
AS: In your opinion, what are some important topics that need to be addressed in the

Township?
SC: Natural areas are important and the Township currently has very few of these areas. The one park
that is currently mostly natural area is Camp Olympic. Some other existing parks may be converted to
natural areas through natural succession or through purchasing of new lands.
The floodplain area in Camp Olympic needs to be addressed. They really should remove the pavilion
near the creek. Invasives are beginning to become a problem at Camp Olympic as well. Japanese
Knotweed has been spotted along the creek in the park, near the metal bridge that leads to the house.
Nature programs and activities focused on getting people outside are also important. AS: Can Wildlands
help with this type of programming? SC: Yes. Programs could even be a net zero cost to the Township,
based on appropriate user fees, or minimal fees could be paid by the Township to cover the user cost.
AS: Are there any specific up and coming recreational activities that should be addressed?
SC: One thing they should not allow is motorized vehicles.
Public Equestrian trails may be in demand; AS noted that at a previous community meeting, an horse
owned noted that they ride on south mountain on trails that are not necessarily public trails.
AS: What are your thoughts on a dog park in Lower Mac? SC: That would be great, just be sure they
are not located in a flood plains, or basins. However some basins could be used for practice soccer fields.
SC: There has been talk of a ropes course at Camp Olympic
SC: Handicap access, especially for fishing, could be implemented by the Fish and Boat Commission,
through grants or actual physical implementation. Look at the Adopt a Stream program through fish and
boat commission, get scouts involved, place fish habitat like boulders, clean up and stabilize stream
edges, improve flow of water.
AS: What are the biggest obstacles that Wildlands faces in dealing with the Township’s Parks and
Rec programs or facilities?
CK: Items that could be improved are no-mow zones, especially in riparian buffers, pollution loads in the
Little Lehigh are high, especially upstream from Wildlands. The riparian buffers can help to filter some of
these pollutants. AS: Where is the contamination coming from? CK: See Abbey for details, but some
components of the pollution is from manure. AS: Is the Swabia bad as well? CK: Yes, much worse,
particularly from failing sewer systems.
AS: What benefits do you see in an expanded and improved Park & Rec program? Are there any
negatives? SC: Again, typical textbook benefits are obvious; high value natural areas should come first.
AS: One comment that was mentioned in a public meeting was that organized sports have a much louder
voice in the decision-making process than individuals like the birdwatchers, since they are singular and
not organized.

SC: In Whitehall Twp, there was a Park Board, then a Recreation Commission was formed to include a
representative of the park and rec board, someone from the historic commission, someone representing
the rights of disabled people, someone representing the environment from the EAC and someone
representing the Senior Citizen population, emergency personnel were also brought in as liaisons as
needed. This recreation committee was well-balanced to speak for many typically unrepresented groups.
Even though there were multiple playground associations, they only had one voice to be in balance with
the other groups. This group also made decisions and recommendations as to how the money should be
spent.
AS: You mentioned that there were multiple playground associations in Whitehall, why so many,
and why are there not any such organizations in LMT?
SC: Whitehall is formed from the merging of several boroughs, so this is the origin of many. In LMT, the
LMYA is an example. Other organizations may come along through split-off organizations, to offer
competition.
SC: At the size of LMT’s population, Lower Mac Really needs a full-time recreation director, and a police
force. The Township is going through some growing pains, and because there are still old and new
factions, it is a difficult time when decisions like a municipal police force need to be considered. Bruce
Fosselman is a sharp guy and seems to really be on top of this. Bringing Sara Pandl on is a big
advantage for the Township.
AS: What positive and negative opinions are you aware of about the Township?
SC: The whole Jaindl project is certainly contentious, but this is a tough question to answer.
AS: Do you hear any positive or negative issues about the Township’s Park and Recreation
program?
SC: The word is that the parks are going to become overcrowded. The parks are too manicured, and
they are used heavy, but for the most part, I hear mostly positive comments.
AS: Do you know of any nearby municipalities that have neighborhood groups that take care of
parks, recreation or open space areas?
SC: Yes, In Whitehall Township, the playground associations pretty much maintain the parks, for
example, Fullerton has the Fullerton Memorial Park and Playground behind Whitehall Mall. Most of the
other parks in Whitehall also have community organizations completely maintaining their parks. Most of
these parks have the option of mowing their own grass or having the Township doing it. If the Community
Group mows their own grass, they get a stipend from the Township. Whitehall is now even requiring that
these playground associations provide their own insurance and file federal tax returns.
South Whitehall and North Whitehall also have similar setups. The older Townships that have sports
organizations also have shared maintenance services. These sport organizations will continue to get
stronger and more demanding if the Township does not set some standards now.
AS: Are there different arrangements that Wildlands has with different communities? SC: Yes.
Wildlands has many such relationships that vary. Some municipalities send people to Wildlands, some
send bring Wildlands to them.
AS: Do you have any suggestions for organizations that we should coordinate with or contact?
SC: Yes, talk to the Mayor at Whitehall. He has a good understanding of their programs.
You could also talk to South Whitehall Township. Talk to Randy Cope at City of Allentown regarding their
programming and special events. Rick Holtzman is acting Director or Maintenance at Allentown.
AS: Are there any other private organizations that we should talk to besides LMYA and Wildlands? SC:
There are similar organizations in other Townships, but not in LMT.

AS: Are there any trail clubs that exist in the Township?
SC: Lehigh Valley Roadrunners would be a good group to talk to for a different perspective.
-Also talk to Tim Dugan of DCNR from a forestry perspective.
-LCA, PennDOT from an infrastructure perspective.
-The Lower Mac Historical Society
-East Penn Chamber of Commerce, definitely have an interest. They originally had a trail subcommittee.
-Rodale, Budd Coates
-The Lehigh Valley Hospital
-Audubon (Bird Town)
-Seniors Organizations
-Macungie and Alburtis Boroughs
AS: How does this plan add to your regional connectivity?
SC: The greenway and green infrastructure

AS: What criteria would you recommend LMT uses to determine recreation needs in Lower Mac?
SC: NRPA guidelines, both new and old. Both systems are still valid.
AS: In order to designate preservation areas and set priorities, what would you recommend that
LMT does first?
SC: Start with Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, they have the highest, most critical areas identified
through landscapes. Abbey would know more about this.
AS: How about preservation of the aquifer? Do you see this as an important preservation goal?
SC: Absolutely. Chris and Abbey can answer more detailed questions.
AS: Are there other techniques that Wildlands could recommend for preservation of South
Mountain, besides Overlay zoning?
SC: We want to preserve it in a low-key way without running lots of trails and public access through there.
SC: Official Maps, Rights of First Refusal
AS: Would buying up development rights be a good solution?
SC: yes, it certainly would.

SC: We would like to do more programming at Camp Olympic.
AS: What could the Township do to help promote Wildlands’ mission?
SC: Allow Wildlands to have a seat on the Commission or on boards, ex-officio. This is being done by the
City of Allentown.
Share Wildlands updates in newletters, and Twp website
AS: How does Wildlands promote their events?
SC: New papers, newsletters, direct mail, and also social media.
AS: How could the Twp better enhance their park and rec system to promote Wildlands’ causes?
SC: reduce mowing, improve riparian areas, plant native species, use natural or organic fertilizer if
necessary, promote recycling, composting, improve the Township’s trail system (especially implement the
Greenway), make the Twp more walkable and bikeable to reduce dependency on vehicular travel.
AS: Do you have any suggestions on getting the Greenway built?
SC: Wildlands could probably help with some of the land acquisitions, public education, technical
assistance, etc. Adopt the Greenway as an official map.
AS: How could Wildlands help the Township with public education, on items like reduced
mowing?
SC: The Township really just needs to approach Wildlands, asking them to educate the community on
whatever they need, and Wildlands could provide this service. Wildlands is not at the LMT meetings, and
does not have regular correspondence, so Wildlands does not know all that is going on every day with the
Township. Wildlands may even be able to get grants for some of these causes, so it may not be a cost to
the Township.
SC: The City of Allentown signed a proclamation stating that Wildlands is their environmental steward,
and consultant for environmental issues. Wildlands can speak less politically than the municipality when
in this position, this can be a great benefit. This galvanized the unofficial relationship that already
existed. AS: Would you like Wildlands to be able to develop a similar relationship with LMT? SC: Yes,
absolutely. Wildlands already has the informal relationship. A more formal agreement would be even
better.

AS: Any other preservation techniques that you would recommend?
SC: Wildlife and forest management, for example, LMT should be aware of deer overpopulation,
invasives, lack of good understory. Talk more with Tim Dugan about this.
South Mountain may be the next Pennypack Park or Fairmount Park, in generations to come.
SC: Invasive species and wildlife control are important. Audubon just put out a new study on the
devastation of ferule cats in natural areas, especially for bird populations. Stray animal populations can
have really negative effect on ecosystems.
In Conclusion, SC noted that Wildlands would really like to become even more involved with Lower Mac’s
Parks and Recreation, and is always available to help local municipalities such as LMT.
***

